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1 IN THE HOUSE BY SZYMANSKI

2 H O US E BILL NO. 326

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to scenic corridors along state

7 h i g h w a y s ."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 19.22 is amended by adding ne w sections to read:

10 Sec. 19.22.040. SEWARD HIGHWAY SCENIC CORRIDOR. The Seward

11 Highway along T u m a g a i n  Arm, running from the coastal bluff above

12 Potter Marsh to the Kenai Peninsula Borough, is designated as a scenic

13 corridor.

14 Sec. 19.22.050. DESIGNATION OF SCENIC CORRIDORS BY THE DEPART-

15 MENT. (a) In addition to the scenic corridor designated in AS 19.-

16 22.040, the department may designate scenic corridors after developing

17 standards for their designation.

18 (b) Before designating a scenic corridor u n de r (a) of this

19 section, the department shall conduct joint studies in cooperation

20 with the Department of Natural Resources. The joint studies shall

21 include

22 (1) considerations of the overall safety, utility, economy,

23 and scenic beauty of the proposed scenic corridor;

24 (2) the design and appearance of structures and equipment

25 on the proposed scenic corridor;

26 (3) right-of-way, landscaping, and v i e w  management guide-

27 lines specific to the p ro posed scenic corridor; and

28 (4) siting and design guidelines for road maintenance

29 systems along the proposed scenic corridor.
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(c) The department shall plan, develop, maintain, an d take other 

ap pr opriate steps to p r o v i d e  for a scenic corri dor  w h e t h e r  it is 

d e s i g n a t e d  by law or u n d e r  (a) of this section.

(d) The department shall adopt regulations necessary to i m p l e­

ment AS  19.22.040 - 19.22.500.

Sec. 19.22.060. LI MIT AT IO NS  ON C OMM ER CI AL  O R  IN DUS T R I A L  E S T A B­

LIS H M E N T S  W I T H I N  SCENIC CORRIDORS. (a) A  p e r s o n  or bu si n e s s  entity 

of any kind m a y  not erect, modify, or m a i n t a i n  a commercial or i n d u s­

trial establishment w i t h i n  a scenic corridor w i t h o u t  a pe r m i t  from the 

com mi s s i o n e r  of the department. The c o mm is si one r shall co ns i d e r  the 

f o l lo wi ng  factors in d et e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  to issue a permit:

(1) the impact of the est ablishment o n  the sce nic  beauty 

and recreational v al ue of the scenic corridor;

(2) various ways to m i n i m i z e  the adverse impact of the 

e st ab li sh men t on the scenic corridor, i n c lu di ng  setbacks, screening, 

an d improved landscape an d a rc hitectural design;

(3) the h a r d s h i p  imposed on  the lan do wn er in r el at i o n  to

a l t e r na ti ve  uses that might be m a d e  of the land;

(4) the p u b l i c  need for the e sta blishment in r ela ti on  to

e x i s t i n g  or potential est ab li shm en ts  of a s i m i l a r  nature.

(b) The comm iss io ne r ma y exempt certain classes of in dustrial or  

c om me rc ia l establis hm en ts  from the r eq uirements of this se c t i o n  up o n  a 

f in di ng  that they are un likely to ad versely af fe ct the sce ni c bea uty  

an d recreational v a l u e  of the sce ni c corridor.

(c) This section does not apply to an industrial o r  c ommercial 

e s t a b li sh me nt  ex isting before the e ffective d a t e  of this Act.

Sec. 19.22.070. L I M I TA TIO NS  O F  O U T D O O R  A D V E R T I S I N G  A N D  J U N K Y A R D S

W I T H I N  SCENIC CORRIDORS. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a ny  other p r o v i s i o n  of la w 

a n d  except as p r o v i d e d  in A S  19.25.105, outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  o r



Q

1 Ju nkyards ma y not be e r ec te d or m a i n t a i n e d  w it h i n  a scenic corridor.

2 This s e cti on  does not a p pl y to o u td oo r a d v e r t i s i n g  or junkyards ex is t-

3 ing before the ef fe cti ve .d at e of this Act. ,

4 Sec. 19.22.080. L O C A L  C O N TRO L OF R E S I D E N T I A L  DEVELOPMENTS W I T H I N

5 SCENIC CORRIDORS. The c o m m is si one r of t h e  department shall r e qu est

6 municipa li tie s to d e ve lop  or a m en d zon in g or othejr regulations w i t h

7 respect to residential devel opm en ts  w i t h i n  scenic corridors to m i n i -

8 mize the adverse effect on  the scenic b e a u t y  and r ec re ational v a l u e  of

9 the scenic corridor. If a m u n i c i p a l i t y  does not es t a b l i s h  re gu lat io ns

10 within a reasonable time, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall adopt regulations to

11 preserve and protect the scenic beauty an d recreational value of the

12 scenic corridor from residential development.

,^s) 13 Sec. 19.22.090. FINES. A  v i o l a t i o n  of this chapter is p u n i s h -

14 able by  a fine not to exceed $500 a day.

15 Sec. 19.22.100. INJUNCTION. The at to rn ey  general m a y  b r i n g  an

16 action to enjoin a v i o l a t i o n  of this chapter.

17 Sec. 19.22.500. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

18 (1) ’’commercial or i n du st ri al establishment" means a facil-

19 ity u s e d  for the production, sale, or e xc ha n g e  of any goods or s e r v i c e

20 in cluding gasoline stations, res tau ra nt s,  motels, factories, q uarries,

21 sand a n d  gravel pits, and au tomotive sales lots;

22 (2) "department" m e a n s  the D e pa rtm en t of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and

23 Public Facilities;

24 (3) "junkyard" has the m e a n i n g  g iven in AS 19.27.110;

25 (4) "outdoor advertising" h a s  the m e a n i n g  g i v e n  in A S  19.-

26 25.160;

27 (5) "residential d e v e l o p m e n t "  means any a lteration o f  the
J

28 land for residential purposes i n c l u d i n g  dwe ll i n g  houses, t r a i l e r

o  29 parks, or campsites;
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(6) "scenic corridor" means land and water within one-half 

mi l e  of the right-of-way of a highway i n  the state highway system 

officially designated by the department as scenic;

(7) "state highway system" m ea ns  all highways located in 

this state that are officially d e s i g n a t e d  as state highways under 

AS 19.10.020.

* Sec. 3. AS 19.22.020(d) and 19.22.030 are repealed.


