
Introduced: 3/25/85 Referred: Labor & Commerce,HeAlth, Education & Social Services and Finance

BY KOPONEN, LARSON, HURLEY,1 IN THE HQUSE GRUENBERG, GOLL AND DAVIS
2 HOUSE DILL NO. 317
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
A FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 A BILL
6 For an Act en titled : "An Act relatin g to the practice of so cia l work and
7 establishing the Board of Social Worker Examiners;

t8 and providing for an e ffe c tiv e  date."
? BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. PURPOSE. Th* purpose of th is Act is  to assure the consu­
l t  mer that persons providing services under the t i t l e  "so cia l worker" have
12 completed professional social work education, adhere to a code of profes-
13 sional eth ics, and are subject to review by the Board of Social Work Exami-
14 ners.
15 * Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 fs  amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
16 (25) Board of Social Worker Examiner? (AS 08.87.010).
17 1 * Sec. 3. AS 08.03.010(c) is  amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
18 (21) Board o f  Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010) --
19 H June 30, 1989.
20 * Sec. 4. AS 08 is  amended by adding a new chapter to read:
21 CHAPTER 87. SQCIAL WORKERS.
22 ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS.
23 Sec. 08.87.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is

L24 created a Board of Social Worker ExAPiners consisting of fiv e  members,
25 i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  m a s te r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  o n e  o f  w ham  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t

2$ S o c i a l  w o r k e r , o n e  b S C h A lO r s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a n d  o n e  p u b l i c  m em b e r .

27 Professional members sh all Re licensed under th is chapter. The public
28 member may not be licengfift JM a so cia l worker or employed by “ a l£ -
29 c f n s e d  s o c i f l  w o r k e r .  T o  t h f  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  m em b e rs  s h a l l  b e
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a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  di f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  regions of the state. A  m e m b e r  

w h o  has s er v e d  two s u c c e s s i v e  full terms m a y  not be r e a p p o i n t e d  un ti l 

four ye ars  a f t e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the sec on d term.

Sec. 08.87 .02 0.  T E R M  O F  OFFICE. E a c h  m e m b e r  of t h e  b oard serves 

for a term of f o u r  years a n d  u nt il the me mb e r ' s  s u c c e s s o r  is appo in te d 

and  qualified. A n  ap p o i n t m e n t  to a v a c a n c y  is for the u n e x p i r e d  

p o r t i o n  of the term.

Sec. 08.87.0 30 . B O A R D  MEETINGS. Th e b o a r d  shall me e t  at least 

two times a year. The b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  spec ia l m eet i n g s  at the call of 

the chair or  of a m a j o r i t y  of the b o a r d  members.

Sec. 08 .87.040. E L E C T I O N  OF  OFFICERS. T he b o a r d  shall elect 

from among its m e m b e r s  a c h a i r p e r s o n  and a secretary. Officers serve

for a ter m not e x c e e d i n g  two years.

Sec. 08.87.050. R E M O V A L  OF B O A R D  MEMBERS. T h e  g ove r n o r  m a y  

remove a m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  for cause. The b o a r d  m a y  by r e g u l a t i o n

pr o v i d e  that u n e x c u s e d  ab se nce s fr o m  me et i n g s  ar e cause for removal.

Sec. 08.87.060. P E R  D I E M  A N D  TRAVEL. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e ce ive  no 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  and travel expenses a u t h o r­

ized for m e m b e r s  of boar ds  and c om mi ssions u n d e r  AS  39.20.180.

Sec. 08.87.070. P O W E R S  A N D  DUT IE S O F  TH E BOARD. The b o a r d  shall

(1) pr o v i d e  fo r the e x a m i n a t i o n  of e l i g i b l e  a pplicants for 

licenses u n d e r  this chapter;

(2) submit a n  an nu al  report of its p r o c e e d i n g s  to the

governor, i n c l u d i n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  changes to this c h a p t e r  and a s t a t e­

ment of m o n e y  re ce i v e d  a n d  disbursed;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  s t a nd ar ds  for s p e c ial ty  d e s i g n a t i o n s  f o r  the

p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of soc ia l w o r k  and autho ri ze  s p e c i a l i t y  d e s i g n a t i o n s  

on  licenses i s s u e d  u n d e r  this chapter;

(4) a ft er  a hearing, impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  sa nctions against
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a p e r s o n  w h o  violates this chapter, an order of the  board, or  a r e g u­

lation of the board;

(5) adopt re gu lations relating to requir em en ts  for the 

su pe rvision of persons e n ga ge d in social w o r k  u n d e r  this chapter who 

are not m a s t e r  social workers;

. (6) adopt regulations req ui ri ng p r o o f  of continued compe­

tency be fo r e  a license is renewed;

(7) adopt regulat io ns to carry out the  purposes of this

chapter.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.87.100. L I C EN SI NG  OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) A  per so n is 

eligible for a license as a b ac h e l o r  social w o r k e r  (LBSW) if the 

person

(1) is in go o d  professional st an din g a nd  is fit to practice 

social w o r k  as d e te rmi ne d u nder regulations of the board;

(2) has sat is fa cto ri ly  completed the state examination for 

the license;

(3) provides three references a c c e p t a b l e  to the board;

(4) has a b achelor's degree in social w o r k  from a school 

wi t h  a social work p r o g r a m  ac credited by the C o u n c i l  on  Social Wor k 

Education.

(b) A  person is eligible for a license as a master social worker 

(LMSW) if the person m ee ts  the requirements of  (a)(1) - (3) of this

section and has a m a s t e r ' s  degree in social w o r k  from a school w i t h  a 

social w o r k  program accre di te d by the Council o n  Social Wo r k  E d u c a­

tion.

(c) A  person is eligible for a license as a n  independent social 

w or k e r  (LISW) if the p e r s o n  m eets the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of (a)(1) - (3) of 

this section, has a ma st e r ' s  degree in social w o r k  from a school w i t h
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1 a social w o r k  progr am accredited by the Council on Social W o r k  Educa-

2 tion, and has completed at least 24 months of supervised post-graduate

3 experience approved by the board in the field of specialty in which

4 the pe rs on  intends to engage as a private practitioner.

5 Sec. 08.87.110. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A  person licens ed  as a

6 bachelor, master, or independent social work er  may provide services

7 that enhance, protect, or restore people's capacity for social func-

8 tioning whet he r impaired by physical, environmental, or emotional

9 factors, guided by professional social w o r k  ethics, k n o w l e d g e  and

10 intervention methods. The services provided may include

11 (1) identifying and evaluating social problems;

12 (2) developing statistics and data on social problems;

13 (3) assisting people and organizations to solve problems

14 relating to social functioning;

15 (4) client advocacy;

16 (5) developing community resources relating to social

17 services;

18 (6) pl anning and administering social services programs;

19 (7) therapeutic counseling;

20 (8) consultation regarding social service p ro gr am s and the

21 provision of social services;

22 (9) training and supervising social workers u n d e r  AS 08.-

23 87.070(5).

24 (b) A  social worker may practice psychotherapy o nl y  if the

25 social worker is licensed as a n  independent social w o r k e r  with a

26 clinical specialty or as a master social worker and is e mp lo yed  and

27 supervised in a clinical setting.

28 (c) A  pe rs on m ay  practice social w or k  autonomously only  if

29 (1) the person is licensed as an independent soc ial  worker;

H B  317



I

(2) t he  b o ar d has a pp roved the s p e c i a l t y  in w hi ch  the

p e r s o n  may  engage as a priv at e pr ac ti t i o n e r  and a uth or iz es  design at io n 

of the speciality on the p ers on 's  license;

(3) the license b e a r i n g  a de s i g n a t i o n  of s peciality is

pr om in en tly  d i s p l a y e d  in the place the p e r s o n  engages in private 

practice; and

(4) the per so n limits the private p r a c t i c e  of social w or k

to the d e si gn at ed specialty.

Sec. 08.87.120. L I CEN SE  BY  CREDENTIALS. The b o a r d  may  provide 

for licensing a p e r s o n  as a bachelor, master or in dep en de nt  social 

w o r k e r  without e x a m ina ti on  if the p e r s o n

(1) h o l d s  a degree in social w or k  f ro m  a school w i t h  a 

social work p r o g r a m  accredited by the Council o n  Social Wo r k  E d u c a­

tion;

(2) h a s  an active license to p rac ti ce  social w o r k  in a n­

other licensing j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  req ui rements at the time of the 

ori ginal licensure that w er e  similar to or h i g h e r  t ha n  t hos e of this

state;

(3) is not the subject of an u n r e s o l v e d  complaint, review

procedure, or disc ipl in ar y p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a professional 

social wor ke r a s s o ci ati on  or regulatory authority;

(4) has not failed the e x a m in at io n of this state;

(5) has not pr evi o u s l y  h a d  a licen se to p ra ct i c e  social

w o r k  revoked in this or a n o t h e r  jurisdiction;

(6) submits p r o o f  of continued com pe t e n c e  as required by 

re gulation of the board; and

(7) pays all required fees.

Sec. 08.87.130. LICENSE RENEWAL REQUIRED. A license issued 

under this chapter lapses after 24 months unless it is renewed.
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Sec. 08.87.140. FEES. The following fees are i m p o s e d  u n d e r  this 

chapter:

(1) a p p l i c a t i o n .................................................. $ 100

(2) initial l i c e n s e  by e x a m i n a t i o n ........................... 150

(3) license b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ....................................  100

(4) license r e n e w a l .............................................. 200

(5) r e e x a m i n a t i o n ................................................  150

A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D  PENALTIES.

Sec. 08.87.200. L I C E N S E  RE QU I R E D  F O R  U S E  OF TITLE. (a) Unl es s 

licensed u n d e r  this ch ap te r,  a p e r s o n  may not use the title "social 

work er"  or a title, d esi gn a t i o n ,  or device in di c a t i n g  o r  t e n d i n g  to 

in di ca te  that the p e r s o n  is a social w o r k e r  or p r a c t i c e s  social work. 

A  p e r s o n  may  not use the letters "LBSW" as part of a t i t l e  un les s the 

p e r s o n  is licensed as a b a c h e l o r  social w o r k e r  u n d e r  this chapter. A  

pe rs o n  m a y  not use the letters "LMSW" as part of a t i t l e  u nl e s s  the

p e r s o n  is licensed as a m a s t e r  social w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h i s  chapter. A

per s o n  m a y  not use the letters "LISW" as part of a t i t l e  un l e s s  the

p e r s o n  is licensed as a n  independent social w o r k e r  u n d e r  this chapter.

Except as p ro vid ed  in (b) of this section, a p e r s o n  m a y  not u s e  the 

title "social w o r k e r  i n t e r n "  or "social w o r k e r  s t u d e n t . "

(b) A  student e n r o l l e d  in an a cc red it ed  s oc i a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m  may 

use the title "social w o r k e r  intern" or "social w o r k e r  student" if the 

p er so n' s activities c o n s t i t u t e  a part o f  the p e r s o n ' s  s u p e r v i s e d  

course of study.

Sec. 08.87.210. C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F  C O M MUN IC AT IO NS.  A  social 

w o r k e r  licensed u n d e r  th i s  chapter m a y  no t di scl o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o­

v i d e d  to the social w o r k e r  by a client in  the co ur s e  of their p r o f e s­

sional contact. T h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  does n ot  apply if t h e

(1) client p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  consent to t h e  social w o r k e r  to
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reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent and  the gu ardian or personal 

r ep re se n t a t i v e  p ro vi des  written consent to the social worker to reveal 

the communication;

(3) client is dead an d a beneficiary of an insurance policy 

on the client's life provides w r i t t e n  consent to the social wo rk er  to 

reveal the communication;

(4) communication disc los es  that a crime has been committed 

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the c om munication discloses that the 

client was  the v i c t i m  of a crime or harmfu l act, and the social worker 

reveals the communication only dur in g the course of an official ex a m­

ination, trial o r  other p ro ce e d i n g  in w h i c h  the commission of the 

crime or harm fu l act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client brings charges against the social worker and the 

social w o r k e r  reveals the communi ca ti on only as necessary to defend 

the charges;

(7) licensee is subpo en ae d to testify in court concerning 

adult abuse, c hi ld  abuse, or c hi ld  neglect;

(8) licensee is c ol la bo rat in g or consulting with  p r o f e s­

sional colleag ue s or an a dministrative superior on behalf of the 

c l i e n t .

Sec. 08.87.220. GROUNDS F O R  I MPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. A ft er  a hearing, the b o a r d  may  impose a disciplinary sanction 

on a p e r s o n  licensed under this chapter w h e n  the b oa rd finds that the 

licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misr ep res en ta ti on;

(2) engaged i n  deceit, fraud, or intentional

-7- HB 317
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misrepresentation in the course of providing professional services or 

engaging in professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(4) has been convicted of a crime that has a substantial 

relationship to the licensee's activities and services or that affects 

the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and safely;

(5) intentionally or negligently engaged in or permi tt ed  

the performance of social work by persons under the licensee's s u p e r­

vision that does not conform to m i ni mu m professional standards r e g a r d­

less of wheth er  actual injury occurred;

(6) failed to comply w i t h  this chapter, w i t h  a regulation 

adopted under this chapter, or w i t h  an order of the board;

(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(8) addiction or severe dependency on  alcohol or other 

drugs that may endanger the public by impairing the licensee's 

ability to practice;

(C) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection wi t h  

the delivery of professional service;

(9) has been held liable for malpractice in a civil action;

(10) has had a license revoked in another jurisdiction.

Sec. 08.87.230. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS. (a) W h e n  it finds that 

a licensee is guilty of an offense under AS 08.87.220, the bo ar d may 

impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

-8-
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(4) issue a l et t e r  of r e p r im an d to the licensee;

(5) place a licensee on p r o b a t i o n a r y  status and require the

license e to

(A) report re gu la rly  to the b o a r d  u p o n  m a tt er s i n v o l v­

ing the b asi s of probation;

(B) limit p r a c t i c e  to those areas p rescribed;

(C) con tinue p ro fe s s i o n a l  ed u c a t i o n  un til  a s a t i s f a c­

tory deg r e e  of skill has b e e n  at tained in those a reas that are 

th e b a si s of probation;

(6) impose limitations or  conditions on  the pr ac ti ce  of a

l i c e n s e e ;

(7) refuse to r ene w a license.

(b) The b oard ma y w i t h d r a w  p r o b a t i o n a r y  status if it finds that 

the d e f i c i e n c i e s  that r e q u i r e d  the s an ct ion  have b e e n  remedied.

(c) Th e board m a y  su mmarily suspend a licens e before final 

h e a r i n g  or d u r i n g  the appeal p r o c e s s  if the b o a r d  finds that tha 

licensee p o se s a clear and imme di at e da ng er  to the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and 

safety if th e licensee continues to practice. A  p e r s o n  wh os e license 

is s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  this s e c tio n is ent itled to a h e a r i n g  by the board 

no l a t e r  t h a n  seven days a ft er  the e ffective date of the order. The 

p e r s o n  may ap pe al  the su sp e n s i o n  a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  to a court of c o m p e­

tent jurisdiction.

(d) T h e  b oard m a y  reinstate a license that has  b e e n  su spended or 

re v o k e d  if the board finds a fte r a h e ar in g that the applicant is able 

to p r a c t i c e  w i t h  reason abl e skill a nd safety.

(e) T h e  b o ar d shall seek co ns ist en cy  in t he  a pp l i c a t i o n  of 

d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions. The b o a r d  shall e x p l a i n  si gn if ic ant  dep ar tu re 

fr o m  p r i o r  d ecisions invol vi ng  s i mil ar  situations in findings of fact 

or orders.
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1 Sec. 08.8 7. 24 0.  PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  vi ol a t e s  this chap-

2 ter is g u i l t y  of a class B  misdemeanor.

3 (b) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  s e e k  to enjoin or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  not li-

4 censed u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or w hose license is suspended, revoked or

5 expire d f r o m  v i o l a t i n g  this chapter.

6 A R T I C L E  4. G E NER AL  PROVISIONS.

7 Sec. 08.87.300. DEFINITION. In this c h a p t e r  "board" means the

8 B oa rd  of Soc i a l  W o r k e r  Examiners.

9 * Sec. 5. A S  44 .62 . 3 3 0 ( a )  is amen ded  by a dd i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

10 (53) B o a r d  of Soc ia l Wo rk e r  Exam ine rs  (AS 08.87.010).

11 * Sec. 6. W i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the ef fe ct iv e d a t e  of this Act the

12 g ove rn or  shall appoint i n it ial  membe rs to the B o a r d  of Social Worker Exam-

13 i n e r s . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 8 7. 010  as enacted in sec. 4 of this Act,

14 initial m e m b e r s  mus t c o n si st of three persons w h o  h a v e  a m as t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in

15 social w o r k  f r o m  a school w i t h  a social w o r k  p r o g r a m  a c cr ed it ed  b y  the

16 Council on So c i a l  Wo r k  E d uc at ion , at least one of w h o m  is engag ed in  the

17 priva te  p ra c t i c e  of so ci al  work, one p er s o n  w i t h  a b a c h e l o r ' s  de gr e e  in

18 social w o r k  f r o m  a school w i t h  a social wo r k  p r o g r a m  a c cr edi te d by  the

19 Council on S oc i a l  W o r k  Educat io n,  and one pu bl ic  member. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

20 AS 08.87.020 as e n a cte d in sec. 4 of this Act, one initia l m em b e r  shall

21 serve a o n e - y e a r  term, on e init ia l me m b e r  shall serve a t wo -ye ar  term, one

22 initial m e m b e r  shall se rv e a t h r e e - y e a r  term, one i n it ia l me m b e r  shall

23 serve a f o u r - y e a r  term, a n d  on e initial me m b e r  s hall serve a f i v e- ye ar

24 term, as d e t e r m i n e d  by the governor.

25 * Sec. 7. (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS  08.87.100(a) as e n a c t e d  in sec. 4 of

26 this Act, a p e r s o n  m a y  a p pl y for and receive an  o r i g i n a l  license as a

27 b ac h e l o r  social w o r k e r  if the person

28 (1) h olds a d e g r e e  in social w o r k  f r o m  a school w i t h  a social

29 w or k  p r o g r a m  t hat is no t a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the Council o n  Social W o r k  E d u c a t i o n

HB 317 -10-
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1 or a bache lor 's  or master's degree in a field related to social w ork and

2 has been p rac t i c i n g  under the title "social worker" for at least 24

3 consecutive months before July 1, 1987; or

4 (2) meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(a)(1), (3) and (4).

5 (b) A  per so n who does not meet the requirement under AS 08.87.100-

6 (a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(b) may apply

7 for and receive an original license as a mast er  social worker.

8 (c) A  person who does not meet the requirements under AS 08.87.-

9 100(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(c) may apply

10 for and rece ive  an original license as an independent social worker.

11 (d) A n  application for a license under this section must be filed

12 before July 1, 1987.

13 * Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 1985.


