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Introduced: 3/18/85
Referred: Health, Ed u c a t i o n  &
Social Services and Finance

1 IN TH E H O U S E  B Y  C OT T E N  A N D  SUN D
I

2 H O U S E  BILL NO. 297

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

A FO UR T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S SI ON

5 A  B IL L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act re la t i n g  to r e v i e w  pan el s for c h i l d r e n  in
i

7 foster care; and a m e n d i n g  the R ul es  of Children'si
8 Pro ce dur e. "

9 B E  IT E N ACT ED  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA TE  OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 47. 10.080 is amended by ad di ng a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

11 read:

12 (1) W h e n  the court orders a c h i l d  c o m m itt ed  to the department

13 u nd er  (c)(1) of this s e c t i o n  and at an annual r e v i e w  u n d e r  (f) of  this

14 section, the court shall inf or m the p a rt ie s about the fost er  care

15 review panel under AS 47 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  - 47.10.370.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 47.10 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  sectio ns  to read:

17 A R T I C L E  5. FOSTER C A R E  R E V I E W  PANELS.

18 Sec. 47.10.300. C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  PANELS. (a) The

19 pres id in g judge for e a c h  judicial d i s t r i c t  shall a p po in t a fo s t e r  care

20 review panel for the j u d i c i a l  district.

21 (b) A  panel consi st s of t h re e members. M e m b e r s  s hall have

22 training or ex perience i n  child w e l f a r e  and shall h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  an

23 interest in children. M e m be rs  m a y  include fos t e r  paren ts or former

24 foster parents, child psyc ho lo gi sts , teachers, p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  trained

25 social workers, and lawye rs  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  in  childr en' s matters. A

26 p e r s o n  e m p lo y e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  o r  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a l t h  a n d

27 S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  m ay n o t  s e r v e  a s  a  m em b e r o f  a  p a n e l .  W hen a  p e r s o n

28 i s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  a  p a n e l ,  t h e  p e r s o n  s h a l l  s w e a r  o r  a f f i r m  t o

2 9  ' k e e p  - c o n f i d e n t i a l  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c om e s b e f o r e  t h e  p a n e l .
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M e mb er s serve for t e r m s  of two y e a r s .

(c) The p r e s i d i n g  j udge m a y  appoint a d d i t i o n a l  panels if the 

v o l u m e  or  compl ex it y of  cases in a j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  warrants.

(d) The p r e s i d i n g  judge shall appoint one  m e m b e r  of a p a n e l  to 

serve as chair.

Sec. A7.10.310. QUORUM. A  m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of a p an el 

co ns ti tu te a quorum. A  m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the p a n e l  ma y 

decide a n  issue b e f o r e  the panel.

Sec. A7.10.320. STAFF. The offic e of p u b l i c  ad vo c a c y  in the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall p r o v i d e  s t a f f  support and m e e t i n g  

space for  the panel.

Sec. A7.10.330. R E I M B U R S E M E N T  F O R  EX PE NS ES . Panel m e m b e r s  are 

e n t i t l e d  to r e i m b u r s e m e n t  from the off i c e  of p u b l i c  ad vo c a c y  in  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for actual and n e c e s s a r y  ex penses for pe r 

d i e m  and travel. T h e  r e i m b u rs em en t m a y  not e x c e e d  the amount of the 

p e r  d i e m  and travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  for b oa r d s  and c om m i s s i o n s  

u n d e r  AS 39.20.180.

Sec. A7.10.3A0. D U T I E S  OF PANEL. (a) A  p a n e l  shall r e v i e w  the 

p l a ce me nt  pla n and t h e  act ual  pla ce me nt of e a c h  c h il d in n e e d  o f  aid 

u n d e r  AS A 7 .10.0 8 0 ( c )(1) or (c)(3) r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  

area. T h e  rev ie w s h a l l  assess the pr og res s t o w a r d  ach i e v e m e n t  of a 

pe r m a n e n t  p la c e m e n t  plan, the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of the p l a c e m e n t  

setting, services a c t u a l l y  p ro v i d e d  to a c h i e v e  the s el ec te d goals, and 

pre v i o u s  de cisions i n  the case.

(b) The p a n e l  s h all  re vi ew  a case w i t h i n  90 days af te r e n t r y  of 

an  o r d e r  d e t e r m i n i n g  that the child is a c h i l d  in n e e d  of aid  u n d e r  

A S  A 7 . 1 0 . 080(c)(1) o r  (c)(3), w i t h i n  90 days  b e f o r e  the first annual 

re vi e w  u n d e r  A S  A 7 .10. 0 8 0 ( f ) , and ev ery  six m o n t h s  thereafter.

(c) At least t w o  w ee ks  before it b e g i n s  a review, the p a ne l
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1 shall provide written not ic e to each  party that a review will be
J

2 conducted.
/

3 (d) In reviewing a case, the panel shall consider the placement

4 p l a n  and any progress report of the department, court records, and

5 other information about the child and the c h i l d’s family. The panel

6 shall interview the child, foster parents, natural parents, other

7 relatives of the child, guardian, guardian ad litem, the case worker

8 or social worker assign ed  to the case, and other persons wi t h  a close

9 personal knowledge of the case. Interviews may be in pe rs o n  or by

10 telephone.

11 (e) The panel shall submit a w r it te n report to the court within

12 30 days after reviewing a case. The report shall make recommendations

13 based on the best interests of the child in accordance wi t h  AS 47.10.-

14 082. The court shall ma k e  the report available to the parties immedi-

15 ately. If the court has scheduled the case for review, the panel

16 shall submit its report at least 10 days before the hearing.

17 (f) A  party to a case reviewed under this section may request

18 the panel to reconsider its recommendations.

19 Sec. 47.10.350. COOPERA TI ON  BY DEPARTMENT. The Department of

20 Health and Social Services shall cooperate w i t h  a panel during the

21 p a n e l’s review. If the department fails to implement a recommendation
I

22 of a panel, it shall expl ai n its failure to the court.

23 Sec. 47.10.360. RECORDS. The Department of He al th  and Social

24 Services and the court shall furnish records concerning a child who is

25 the subject of a panel review or the child's family main ta in ed  by the

26 court under AS 4 7.10.090 or by the department to the panel at its

request. A  public or private agency or institution that provides care 

or services for the child shall furnish the panel w ith the records and

other information the panel requests. Records of the panel are
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1 confidential under AS 47.10.090.

2 Sec. 47.10.370. COURT REVIEW OF REPORT. (a) The court shall

3 consider the report of the foster care r e v i e w  panel in its annual

4 review under AS 47.10.080(f) of the placement of a child in need of

5 aid under AS 47.10.080(c)(1) or when it considers the annual report of

6 the department or guardian of a child in n e e d  of aid u nd er AS 47.10.-

7 080(c)(3).

8 (b) The court may refer a case called for a special review under

9 AS 47.10.080(f) to the panel.

10 (c) The court may request a panel in another jurisdiction to

11 conduct a review and submit a report if that panel is more convenient

12 for the child and other persons involved.

13 Sec. 47.10.380. REPORT TO LEGISLATURE. The court system shall

14 report to the legislature each year on the activities of the foster

15 care review panels. The report shall include the number of cases

16 reviewed by each panel, the changes in the plan or placement of a

17 child in foster care made by the department as a result of recommenda-

18 tions of the panel, and the savings to the state that result from the

19 implementation of recommendations made by the panel and adopted by the

20 department. The report may contain other information on the experi-

21 ence of the panels and recommendations for change in the review panel

22 system.

23 * Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act have  the effect of amending the

24 Rules of Children's Procedure by creating foster care review panels and

25 requiring the court to consider recommendations from the panels in conduct-

26 ing reviews of the placement of children in fost er  care.
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