
1 IN THE H O U S E  B Y  THE JUD IC IAR Y COM MI TT EE

2 y  CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 288 (Judiciary) am

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Ac t entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the t a k i n g  of fish and game for

7 s u b s i s ten ce  and p er sonal use; and pr o v i d i n g  for an

8 e ff e c t i v e  date."

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. Th e l eg is lature finds that

11 (1) the taking of fis h st oc ks  and game populations for personal

12 and fam il y co nsu mption and r e l a t e d  u s e s  is e ss ential to the health, safety,

13 and g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  of A l a s k a n s  d o m i c i l e d  in rural communities or rural

14 areas in w h i c h  the taking of fish and  game for su c h  uses is a significant

15 part of the economy of the c o m m uni ty  o r  area; an d

16 (2) the taking of fish stoc ks  and game  populations for personal,

17 sport, a nd  commercial uses is also of economic a n d  recreational importance

18 to A la sk a n s  wh o reside a n y w h e r e  in th e state.

19 * Sec. 2. AS 16.05.251(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

20 (a) The Board of F i s h e r i e s  m a y  adopt regulations it considers

21 a d v isa bl e in a cc ord an ce  w i t h  t h e  Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  P rocedure Ac t (AS 44.-

22 62) for

23 (1) setting apart f i s h  reserve areas, refuges and  sanctu-

24 aries in the waters of the s t a t e  over w h i c h  it has jurisdiction,

25 subject to the ap proval of the legislature;

26 (2) e s t a b l i s h i n g  o p e n  and c l o s e d  seasons and areas for the

27 t ak i n g  of fish;

28 (3) s e t t i n g  quotas, b a g  limits, harvest levels, and sex and

29 size limitations on t h e  tak i n g  o f  fish;
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(4) es ta blishing the means and methods employed in the 

pursuit, capture and transport of fish;

(5) est ab lishing marking and identification requirements 

for means used in pursuit, capture and transport of fish;

(6) classifying as commercial fish, sport f i s h , personal 

u s e  fish, or predators or other categories essential for regulatory 

p u r p o s e s ;

(7) w at ershed and habitat improvement, and management, 

conservation, protection, use, disposal, propag ati on  and stocking of 

fish;

(8) investigating and de te rmining the extent and effect of 

disease, predation, and competition among fish in the state, e x e r c i s­

ing control me asures considered necessary to the resources of the 

s t a t e ;

(9) p rohibiting and regulating the live capture, p o s s e s­

sion, transport, or release of native or exotic fish or their eggs;

(10) establishing seasons, areas, quotas and methods of 

harvest for aquat ic  plants;

(11) establishing the times and dates during wh ic h the 

issuance of fishing licenses, permits and registrations and the t r a n s­

fer of permits and registrations b e t w e e n  registration areas is

allowed; however, this paragraph does not apply to permits issued or

transfe rr ed  un de r AS 16.43^

(12) personal use f i s h i n g .

* Sec. 3. AS 16.05.940(23) is amended to read:

(23) "subsistence uses" means the customary and traditional 

nonco mme rc ia l uses [IN ALASKA] of wild, renewable resources by a

resident do miciled in a rural area of the state for direct personal or

family c onsumption as food, shelter, fuel, clothing, tools, or
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1 transportation, for the making and selling of handicraft articles out

2 of nonedible by-products of fish and w ildlife resources taken for

3 personal or family consumption, and for the customary trade, barter,

4 or sharing for personal or family consumption; in [FOR T H E  PURPOSES

5 OF] this p a r a gra ph  [,]

6 (A) "family" means all persons related by blood,

7 marriage, o r  adoption, and any per son  living wit hin  the household

8 on a permanent basis;

9 (B) "rural area" means a community or area of the

10 state in w h i c h  the takinR of fish or wildlife for personal or

11 family consumption is a significant characteristic of the economy

12 of the community or area;

13 * Sec. 4. AS 16.05.940 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

14 (28) "personal use fishing" means the taking, fishing for,

15 or possession of finfish, shellfish, or other fishery resources, by

16 Alaska residents for personal use and not for sale or barter, with

17 gill or dip net, seine, fish wheel, long line, or other similar means

18 defined by the Board of Fisheries.

19 * Sec. 5. The legislature shall independently assess the impacts of

20 sections 1 - 4  during the period from May 13, 1985 through January 1, 1986

21 to determine the nature of any disruptions to the lawful resident taking of

22 fish and game caused by the definitions of "subsistence uses" or "rural

23 area." Before January 1, 1986, the Department of Fish and Game shall

24 report in writing to the legislature on the effects of sections 1 - 4.

25 Before May 15, 1986, the legislature w ill take corrective action to address

26 any such disruptions identified by either legislative or administrative

27 assessment.

28 * Sec. 6. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  AS 01.-

29 10.070(c).
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