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1 IN THE H OUSE BY THE  RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 288 (Resources)

3 IN THE  LEGISLATURE OF  THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "A n Ac t relating to the taking of fish and game for

7 subsistence and personal use; and p roviding for an

8 effective date."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE GIS LA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

11 (1) the t ak i n g  of fish stocks and game populations for personal

12 and family consumption an d related uses is essential to the health, safety,

13 and general welfare of Alaskans domiciled in rural communities or rural

14 areas in which the t ak i n g  of fish and game for such uses is a significant

15 part of the economy of the community or area; and

16 (2) the t a k i n g  of fish stocks and game populations for personal,

17 sport, and commercial u ses is also of economic and recreational importance

18 to Alaskans who reside anywhere in the state.

19 * Sec. 2. AS 16.05.251(a) is amended to read:

20 (a) The B o a r d  of Fisheries may adopt regulations it considers

21 advisable in accordance wit h the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.-

22 62) for

23 (1) s et ti ng apart fish reserve areas, refuges and sanctu-

24 aries in the w at e r s  of the state over w h ich  it has jurisdiction,

25 subject to the approval of the legislature;

26 (2) establishing op e n  and closed seasons and areas for the

27 taking of fish;

28 (3) se t ti ng  quotas, bag limits, harvest levels, and sex and'

29 size limitations on the taking of fish;
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(4) estab li sh in g the means and meth ods  e m p l o y e d  in the 

pursuit, capture and transport of fish;

(5) esta bli sh in g m a r k i n g  and id e n t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s

for means used in pursuit, capt ur e and transport of fish;

(6) classifying as commercial fish, sport f i s h , p e r s o n a l  

use  fish, or predators or  ot he r categories esse nt ia l for r e g u l a t o r y  

p u r p o s e s ;

(7) wat er sh ed and habitat improvement, and ma n a g e m e n t ,

conservation, protection, use, disposal, p r o p a g a t i o n  and s t o c k i n g  of 

fish;

(8) inv estigating and  de te rm ini ng  the extent a n d  e f f e c t  of 

disease, predation, and c o m p e t i t i o n  among fish in the state, e x e r c i s­

ing control measures c on si d e r e d  ne ce ssa ry  to the r e s o u r c e s  of the 

state;

(9) p r o h ibi ti ng  and r eg ul ati ng  the live capture, p o s s e s­

sion, transport, or release of na ti ve  or exotic fish or t h e i r  eggs;

(10) est ablishing seasons, areas, quo ta s a nd  m e t h o d s  of

harvest for aquatic plants;

(11) esta bl ish in g the times and dates d u r i n g  w h i c h  the

issuance of fishing licenses, permits and r e g i s t r a t i o n s  an d the 

t ra ns fe r of permits and reg i s t r a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a reas is 

allowed; however, this p a r a g r a p h  does not apply to p e r mi ts  i s s u e d  or 

t r a n sf er re d u n d e r  AS 16.43j_

(12) personal u s e  f i s h i n g .

* Sec. 3. A S  16.05.940(23) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(23) "subsistence uses" means the cust oma ry  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  

n o n c o mm er ci al  uses [IN ALASKA] of wild, r e n e wa bl e r e s o u r c e s  by  a 

resident d o m i ci le d in a r ural ar e a  of the state fo r d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  o r  

family con su mpt io n as food, shelter, fuel, clothing, tools, or
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1 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  for the m a k i n g  a n d  selling of h an dic ra ft  ar ti cl es out

2 of n o n e d i b l e  b y - p r od uc ts of f i s h  and wil dl if e r e s o ur ce s t a k e n  for

3 p e r s o n a l  or fam il y consumption, and for the c ustomary trade, barter,

4 o r  shar in g for per so na l or f am i l y  consumption; in [FOR T H E  PURPOSES

5 OF] this p a r a g r a p h  [,]

6 (A) "famil y"  m e a n s  all persons r e l a t e d  by blood,

7 m arriage, or adoption, and any person living w i t h i n  the house ho ld

8 on a p e r m a n e n t  basis;

9 (B) "rural a rea" means a community or area of the

10 state in w h i c h  the t a k i n g  of fish or wi ld l i f e  for pe rs o n a l  and

11 family co n s u m p t i o n  is a significant c har ac t e r i s t i c  of the economy

12 of the c o m m un ity  or area;

13 * Sec. 4. A S  16 .05.940 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new p a r a g r a p h  to read:

14 (28) "personal u s e  fishing" m eans the taking, fishin g for,

15 or  p o s s e s s i o n  of finfish, s hellfish, or o ther fishery resources, by

16 A l a s k a  re sidents for p e r s o n a l  u s e  and not for sale or barter, w i t h

17 gill  or dip net, seine, f i s h  wheel, long line, or o t h e r  s i m i l a r  means

18 d e f i n e d  by the B o a r d  of Fisheries.

19 * Sec. 5. This Act takes e ff e c t  immediately in ac co r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.-

20 10.070(c).

21
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