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BY THE  R U LE S CO MMITTEE BY
1 IN THE H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  THE GOV ERNOR

2 H O U S E  BI L L  NO. 288

3 IN THE LE GI SL AT URE  OF T HE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 FO UR T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 A  B IL L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r elating to the taking of fish and game

7 for subsistence a n d  pe rs o n a l  use; and p r o v id ing

8 for an ef fective d a t e . "

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  TH E L EG I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c ti on  1. FINDINGS. The legisla tu re  finds that

11 (1) the taking of fish st oc k s  and game p opulations for

12 p ers on al  and family c o n s um pt io n and r e l a t e d  uses is essential to the

13 health, safety, and general w e l fa re of Al as ka ns do m i c i l e d  in rural

14 c ommunities or rural areas in w h i c h  the taking of f i s h  and game for

15 such uses is a significant part of the econ om y of the community or

16 a r e a ; and

17 (2) the taking of fish s t o c k s  and game  populations for

18 personal, sport, and commercial uses is also of e co nom ic  and recre-

19 ational importance to Alaskans who r e s i d e  anywhere in the state.

2D * Sec. 2. AS 16.05.251(a) is a m en de d to read:

21 (a) The  B oard of Fisheries m a y  a do pt reg ul ations it considers

22 a dvisable in accordance with  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o ce du re Act (AS 44.-

23 62) for

24 (1) setting apart fish r e s e r v e  areas, refuges and sanctu-

25 aries in the waters of the state o v e r  w h i c h  it has jurisdiction,

26 subject to the approval of the legislature;

27 (2) establishing op e n  a n d  cl o s e d  seasons and areas for the

28 taking of fish;

29 (3) setting quotas, b a g  limits, h a rv est  levels, and sex a n d
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1 size l i m i t a t i o n s  on the t a k i n g  of fish;

2 (4) e s t a b l i s h i n g  the me an s and m e t h o d s  e m p l o y e d  in the

3 pu rsu i t ,  c a p tu re and t r a n s p o r t  of fish;

4 (5) e s t a b l i s h i n g  m a r k i n g  an d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  requirements

5 for m e a n s  u s e d  in pursuit, capture and  transport of fish;

6 (6) c l a s s i f y i n g  as c o m m e r c i a l  fish, sport f i s h , p er so nal

7 use fish, or pr e d a t o r s  o r  o the r c a te go ri es  e s s e n t i a l  for reg ul a t o r y

8 p urposes;

9 (7) w a t e r s h e d  and h a b i t a t  improvement, a n d  ma na gement,

10 c on se rv ati on , p r o t e ct ion , use, dis po sal , p r o p a g a t i o n  and stocking of

11 fish;

12 (8) i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and d e t e r m i n i n g  the ex t e n t  and effect of

13 di se a s e ,  preda ti on,  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  fish in th e state, exercis-

14 ing c o n t r o l  m eas u r e s  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  to the re sources of the

15 state;

16 (9) p r o h i b i t i n g  and r e g u l a t i n g  the live capture, poss es-

1 7  sion, t r a ns po rt , or r e l e a s e  of n a t i v e  or exo ti c fish  or their eggs;

18 (10) e s t a b l i s h i n g  seasons, areas, q u o t a s  and m e t ho ds of

19 h a r v e s t  for a q u at ic  p lan ts ;

20 (11) e s t a b l i s h i n g  the times and da te s d u r i n g  w h i c h  the

21 i ss u a n c e  of fishing licenses, p e r m i t s  and  re gi s t r a t i o n s  a nd the

22 t r a n s f e r  of p e r m i t s  a n d  reg i s t r a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  areas is

23 allowed; however, this p a r a g r a p h  does not a p p l y  to p e r m i t s  iss ue d o r

24 t r a n s f e r r e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 4 3 ^

2 5  (12) p e r s o n a l  use f i s h i n g .

26 * Sec. 3. AS 1 6. 0 5 . 9 4 0 ( 2 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

2 7 (23) " s u b s i s t e n c e  uses" m ea ns  the c u s t o m a r y  and t r a d i t i o n a l

28 u ses by r u r a l  [IN] A l a s k a  r esidents of wild, r e n e w a b l e  res ources f o r

29 d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  or fa mi ly  co n s u m p t i o n  as food, shelter, fuel,
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clothing, tools, or transportation, for the m a k i n g  and selling of 

handicraft articles out of nonedible by-products of fish and wildlife 

resources t a k e n  for personal or family consumption, and for the 

customary trade, barter, or sharing for personal or family consu mp­

tion; for the purposes of this paragraph, "family" means all persons 

related by blood, marriage, or adoption, and any pe rs on living wit hi n 

the h o u s e h o l d  on a permanent basis;

* Sec. 4. AS 16.05.940 is amended by adding a ne w paragraph to read:

(28) "personal us e fishing" means the taking, fishing for, 

or p o s s e s s i o n  of finfish, shellfish, or other fishery resources, by 

Alaska re sidents for personal use and not for sale or barter, with  

gill or d i p  net, seine, fish wheel, long line, or other similar means 

defined by  the Board of Fisheries.

* Sec. 5. This  Act takes effect immediately in accordance w ith AS 01.- 

10.070(c).
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