
B Y  BOUCHER, HURLE Y AND 
IN THE H O U S E  N A VAR RE

H O U S E  BILL NO. 284 

IN THE L EG ISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF A L A S K A  

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Ac t entitled: "An Act relating to electio ns ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LE GI SLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 15.20.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.20.030. PREPARATION OF BALLOTS, ENVELOPES, AN D O THE R 

MATERIAL. The director shall provide ballots for use as absentee 

ballo ts in all districts. The d ir ect or  shall prov id e a small envelope 

in w h i c h  the v ote r shall initially place the m a r k e d  ballot, and shall 

pr o v i d e  a larger envelope, w ith the p r e s c r i b e d  v ot er 's certificate on 

the back, in which the small envelope w i t h  ballot enclosed shall be 

placed. The director shall prescribe the form of and prepare the 

vo t e r ' s  certificate, envelopes, and o th er  ma te ria l used in absentee 

voting. The voter's certificate shall include an oath, for use w h e n  

required, that the v o t e r  is a qual if ie d v o t e r  in all respects, a b la nk  

for  the voter's signature, a c er tif ic at io n that the affiant properly 

exe c u t e d  the marking of the ballot and pr ov i d e d  iden ti fi ca tio n to the 

atte st ing  officer or witness [IDENTIFIED H I M S E L F ] , blanks for the 

att es ti ng official or witnesses, and a place for recording the date 

the envelope was sealed and witnessed. The larger envelope used for 

the return of the absentee ballot by the v o t e r  shall require the v o t e r  

to apply any required postage.

* Sec. 2. AS 15.20.081(d) is amended to read:

(d) U p o n  receipt of an absentee ballot by mail, the voter, in 

the presence of a notary public, com mi s s i o n e d  o f f i c e r  of the a r me d 

forces including the Na tional Guard, d is tr ict  j ud ge or magistrate,
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1 U n i t e d  St at es  postal official, or  o th er  p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  to a d m i n i s t e r

2 oaths, m a y  p r o c e e d  to m a r k  the b a l l o t  in secret, to p l a c e  the ballot

3 in the s mall envelope, to p la ce  the small e n v e l o p e  in the larger

4 envelope, and to sign the v o t e r ' s  certificate on the b a c k  of the

5 larger e n v e l o p e  in the p r e s e n c e  of an of fi c i a l  listed in this

6 s u b s e c t i o n  w h o  shall sig n as a t t e s t i n g  o fficial a n d  shall da t e  the

7 signature. If none of the o f f i c i a l s  listed in t his s u b s e c t i o n  is

8 r e a s o n a b l y  accessible, an a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  s hall have the ballot

9 w i t n e s s e d  by an i ndividual [TWO PERSONS] o ve r  the ag e of 18 y e a r s±

10 w i t h  the full address of the w i t n e s s ,  and, in addi tio n,  shall p r ov id e

11 the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p re sc r i b e d  in A S  09.63.020.

12 * Sec. 3. AS 15.20.081(e) is a m e n d e d  to read:

1 3  (e) A n  absentee ballot m u s t  be m a r k e d  and a t t e s t e d  on or  before

14 the dat e  of the election. The ab se n t e e  v o t e r  may  r e t u r n  the m a r k e d

1 5  ballot by any a p p r o pri at e means. Except as p r o v i d e d  in (h) of this

16 section, the v o t e r  shall r e t u r n  th e ballot to the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r

17 for the e l e c t i o n  d is trict in w h i c h  the v o t e r  seeks to v ot e  not later

18 than 8 : 0 0  p.m. on the day of the e le c t i o n  [IF TH E V O T E R  R E T U R N S  THE

19 BAL L O T  B Y  MAIL, HE SHALL US E T H E  M O S T  E X P E D I T I O U S  M A I L  SE R V I C E  AND

20 M A I L  T H E  B AL L O T  NOT L A T E R  T H A N  T H E  D AY  OF THE  E L E C T I O N  TO T H E  EL ECT IO N

21 S U P E R V I S O R  IN H I S  EL EC TI ON D I S T R I C T .  IF T H E  B A L L O T  IS PO STM ARKED, IT

22 MUS T  B E  P O S T M A R K E D  O N  OR B E F O R E  E L E C T I O N  D A Y ] .

23 * Sec. 4. AS 15. 20. 08 1 is a m e n d e d  by add in g a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

24 (h) A b s e n t e e  ball ot s r e t u r n e d  by m a i l  from o u t s i d e  the U n i t e d

25 States, or f rom any m i l i t a r y  A P O  o r  FPO address, w h i c h  h a v e  b ee n

26 m a r k e d  and attested, and m a i l e d  no t later tha n e l e c t i o n  day, mus t be

27 r e c e i v e d  by the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  not l ater t h a n  4 : 0 0  p.m. o n  the

28 10th d a y  f o l low in g the election.

29 * Sec. 5. AS 15.20.201(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(a) O n  the s e v en th day pr e c e d i n g  the day of election, the 

election supervisor [OR HIS D E S I G N E E ] , in the presence and w i t h  the 

assistance of the district absentee ballot counting board, shall

review all voter certificates of absentee ballots r ec eived by that 

date. The review of absentee ballots shall continue at times

designated by the e l e c t i o n  s upervisor until completed [AND SHALL

INCLUDE A L L  ABSENTEE BALLOT S R EC EIV ED  IN THE OFFICE OF THE  E LE CTION 

SUPERVISOR BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE S E V ENT H DAY FOLLOWING THE D A Y  OF THE 

E L E C T I O N ] .

* Sec. 6. AS 15.20.201(c) is amended to read:

(c) On  the 10th [EIGHTH] day following the day of the election, 

the district absentee ballot counting board shall certify the absentee 

ballot review.

* Sec. 7. AS 15.20.450 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.20.450. R EQ UIR EM EN T OF DEPOSIT. The a p p l i cat io n shall

include a deposit in cash, by certified check, or by b o n d  w i t h  a 

surety approved by the director. The amount of the deposit is $300 

[$50] for each precinct, $1,500 [$250] for each election district, and 

$5,000 [$2,000] for the entire state. If [HOWEVER, IF] the recount 

includes an office for w h ic h candidates received a tie vote, or the 

difference between the number of votes cast was 10 or less or was less 

than .5 percent of the total num be r of votes cast for the two 

candidates for the con tested office, or a question or p r o p o s i t i o n  for 

which there was a tie vote  on the issue, or the difference b e t w e e n  the 

number of votes cast in favor of or opposed to the issue was 10 or 

less or was less th a n  .5 percent of the total votes cast in favor of 

or oppo se d to the issue, the ap pl ic ati on  need not include a deposit 

and the state shall b e a r  the cost of the recount. If, on the recount, 

a candidate other th a n  the candidate who received the original
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e l e c t i o n  certificate is declared elected, or if the vote on recount is 

de te r m i n e d  to be four percent or more in excess of the vote reported 

by the state review for the candidate applying for the recount or in

favor or opposed to the question or p ro position as stated in the

application, the entire deposit shall be refunded. If the entire

deposit is not refunded, the director shall refund any money remaining

after the cost of the recount has been paid from the deposit.

* Sec. 8. AS 15.20.480 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.20.480. PROCEDURE FO R RECOUNT. In conducting the 

recount, the director [OR HIS A PPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE] shall review 

all ballots whether the ballots were counted at the precinct or by 

c om puter or by the district absentee counting board or the questioned 

ballot counting board to determine w hich ballots, or part of ballots, 

wer e properly marked and wh ic h ballots are to be counted in the

recount, and shall check the accuracy of the original count, the 

precinct certificate and the review. The director shall check the 

n u m b e r  of ballots and questioned ballots cast in a precinct against 

the registers and shall check absentee ballots voted against absentee 

ballots distributed. [THE DIRECTOR SHALL COUNT ABSENTEE BALLOTS

REC E I V E D  AFTER 4:00 P.M. ON THE 15TH DAY  FOLLOWING THE ELECTION A N D  

BE FO RE  THE COMPLETION OF THE RECOUNT.] For administrative purposes, 

the director may join and include two or more applications in a single 

review and count of votes. The rules in AS 15.15.360 governing the 

co unting of hand-marked ballots and the rules in AS 15.20.730

g o v ern in g the counting of punch-card ballots shall be followed in the 

recount. The ballots and other election material shall remain in the 

custody of the director during the recount and the highest degree of 

care shall be exercised to protect the ballots against alteration or 

mutilation. The recount shall be completed within 10 days. The

HB 284 -4-



I

V>. ^

n

1 d i r e c t o r  may employ additional pers onn el  n e c es sa ry  to assist in the

2 r e c o u n t .

3 * Sec. 9. AS 15.20.201(d) is repealed.


