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BY THE HEALTH, EDUC AT ION  AND
1 IN THE H O U S E  SO CI AL SERVICES C OMMITTEE

2 CS FO R H O U S E  BILL NO. 279 (HESS)

3 IN THE LEGISLAT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to Al zh eimer's disease and related

7 disorders and to services for certain frail elderly

8 persons."

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LEGISL ATU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Se c t i o n  1. AS 44.21.230(b) is amended to read:

11 (b) To accomplish its duties, the commission may

12 (1) review, evaluate, and comment upon state programs

13 c o n ce rne d with the problems and the needs of older Alaskans;

14 (2) collect facts and statistics, and make studies of

15 co nditions and problems pertaining to the employment, health, finan-

16 cial security, social welfare, and other concerns that bear up o n  the

17 w e l l - b e i n g  of older Alaskans;

18 (3) provide information about public programs that w ould be

19 of interest or benefit to older Alaskans;

20 (4) appoint special committees, w h i c h  may include persons

21 who are  not members of the commission, to complete n ec essary studies;

22 (5) promote community e d u ca ti on  efforts regarding the

23 pr obl e m s  and concerns of older Alaskans;

24 (6) contract for necessary services;

25 (7) consult and cooperate w i t h  persons, organizations, and

26 gr ou ps  interested in or concerned wi t h  programs of assistance to older

27 Alaskans;

28 (8) advocate improved programs of benefit to older

29 Alaskans; [AND]
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1 (9) set standards for levels of services for older Alaskans

2 for programs administered by the commission; and

3 (10) make grants to nonprofit organizations for the opera-

4 tion of adult day-care centers, respite care services, and the pro-

5 visi on  of services that offer supervision, custodial care, and psycho-

6 logical and physical activities for persons afflicted w it h  Alzheimer's

7 disease or related disorders, a n d  for frail elderly persons who are at

8 risk of premature institutionalization.

9 * Sec. 2. AS 47.05.010 is amend ed  to read:

10 Sec. 47.05.010. DUTIES O F  DEPARTMENT. The Department of Health

11 and Social Services shall

12 (1) administer adult public assistance, aid to families

13 with dependent children, and all other assistance programs, and re-

14 ceive and spend funds made available to it;

15 (2) adopt regulations necessary for the conduct of its

16 business and for carrying out federal and state laws granting adult

17 public assistance, aid to families with dependent children, and other

18 assistance;

19 (3) establish m i n i m u m  standards for personnel employed by

20 the department and adopt necessary regulations to m ai ntain those

21 standards;

22 (4) require those bonds and undertakings from persons

23 employed by it which in its judgment are necessary, and pay the premi-

24 urns on them;

25 (5) cooperate w i t h  the federal government in matters of

26 mutual concern pertaining to adult public assistance, aid to families

27 with dependent children, and other forms of public assistance;

28 (6) make the reports, in the form and containing the infor-

29 mation, which the federal government from time to time requires;



(7) cooperate w i t h  the federal government, its agencies or 

instrumentalities in establishing, e x t e n d i n g  and st re ngthening s e r­

vices for the p rotection and care of ho meless, dependent and n e g l e c t e d  

children in danger of b eco mi ng  d el inquent, and receive and e x p e n d  

funds available to the department by the federal government, the state 

or its political subdivisions for that purpose;

(8) cooperate w i t h  the federal government in adopting state 

plans to mak e the state eligible for federal mat c h i n g  in approp ri ate

categories of assistance, and in all m a t t e r s  of m utu a l  concern, i n­

cluding adoption of the meth od s of ad mi ni s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  are found by 

the federal government to be  n ec e s s a r y  fo r the efficient o p e rat io n of 

welfare programs;

(9) adopt regulations, not inconsistent w i t h  law, d e f i n i n g  

need, prescri bi ng the conditions of el ig ib ili ty  for assistance, and 

establishing standards for de t e r m i n i n g  the amount of assistance w h i c h  

an eligible person is en titled to receive; the amount of the a s s i s­

tance is sufficient when, a dded to all other income and re sources 

available to an individual, it pr ov i d e s  the individual with a r e a s o n­

able subsistence compatible w i t h  h e a l t h  and well-being; an indiv id ua l 

who meets the requirements for e l i g i b i l i t y  for assistance shall be 

granted the assistance pr omptly u p o n  ap p l i c a t i o n  for it;

(10) grant to a p e r s o n  c lai m i n g  or receiving assistance and

who is aggrieved because of the d ep ar t m e n t ' s  action or failure to act,

reasonable notice and an o pp ort un it y for  a fair h e a r i n g  by the d e p a r t­

ment, and the department shall adopt regulations relative to this;

(11) enter into reci pr oc al  agreements w i t h  other states 

relative to public assistance, w e l f a r e  services, and insti tu tio na l 

care w h i c h  are considered advisable;

(12) establish the r eq ui r e m e n t s  of r esidence for p u b l i c
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assistance, w e l f a r e  services and in st i t u t i o n a l  care w h i c h  are c o n­

sidered a d vi sab le , subject to the limitations of o t h e r  laws of the 

state, or law or  r egulation i m po se d as c o n d i t i o n s  for federal f i n a n­

cial p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;

(13) es ta bl ish  the d i v i s i o n s  a nd  local offic es w h ic h are 

c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  or e xp edient to carry out a d uty or authority 

a s s i g n e d  to it and appoint and empl oy  the a s s i s t a n t s  and p er sonnel 

w h i c h  are n e c e s s a r y  to carry on  the work of the d i v i s i o n s  and offices, 

and fix the co mp en s a t i o n  of the assistants o r  e m p l oy ee s except that a 

p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in business as a retail v e n d o r  of g e n er al merchandise, 

or a m e m b e r  of the immediate fami ly  of a p e r s o n  w ho  is so engaged, may 

not serve as a n  acting, temp or ar y or p e r m a n e n t  local agent of the d e­

partment, u n l e s s  the c omm is s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  an d social services c e r t i­

fies in w r i t i n g  to the governor, w i t h  r e l a t i o n  to a p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m u n­

ity, that no o t h e r  qualified p e r s o n  is a v a i l a b l e  in the community to

serve as local welfare agent; for  the p u r p o s e s  of this paragraph, a 

" m emb er  of the immediate family" includes a spouse, child, parent, 

brother, sister, parent-in-law, b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  or sister-in-law;

(14) operate or contract for the o p e r a t i o n  of a statewide 

servi ce b a s e d  in Anchorage for the d i a gno si s of A l z h ei me r's  disease 

and r e l a t e d  disorders; the ce n t e r  shall p r o v i d e  for at least 20 hours 

each  w e e k  the services of a psychiatrist, a p s y c h olo gi st , and a nurse 

[ R E P E A L E D ] .

* Sec. 3. A L Z H E I M E R ' S  D I SEA SE  T A S K  FORCE. (a) T he  Older A laskans 

C o m m i s s i o n  shall e s t a b l i s h  an A lz h e i m e r ' s  d i s e a s e  task force to

(1) in ve stigate problems related to th e care an d diagnosis of

p eo p l e  w i t h  A l z h e i m e r ' s  disease and related d is or d e r s ;

(2) p r o p o s e  programs and policies to r e li ev e or  resolve these

problems; and
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1 (3) report its findings to the legislature and the governor by

2 Fe bruary 1, 1986.

3 (b) The task force shall include family membe rs  of Alzheimer's dis-

4 ease victims; a social worker, nurse, and physician familiar with geriatric

5 care; and representatives of senior citizens' organizations.

c
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