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BY THE L A BOR  AND
IN THE H O U S E  COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR H OUSE BILL NO. 278 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Ac t entitled: "An Act relating to contracts for architectural,

engineering, and land s u r ve yi ng  services; and pr o v i d­

ing for an effective date."

BE IT ENAC TE D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 36.98 is amended by addi ng  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 36.98.043. ARCHITECTURAL, ENGINEERING, AND LAND SURVEYING 

CONTRACTS. (a) Notwithstanding the provi si ons  of AS 36.98.010(3) and 

36.98.040, a state agency shall n e g o ti at e a contract with the most 

qualified and suitable firm or p e r s o n  of demonstrated competence for 

architectural, engineering, or land surveying services. The state 

agency shall award a contract for those services at fair and reason­

able compensation as determined by the state agency, after consid­

eration of the estimated value of the services to be rendered, and the 

scope, complexity, and professional nature of the services.

(b) If negotiations with the most qu a l i f i e d  and suitable firm or 

pe r s o n  under (a) of this section are not successful, the state agency 

shall negotiate a contract w ith o the r qu a l i f i e d  persons or firms of 

demonstrated competence, in order of public ranking. The state agency 

ma y reject all or part of a proposal.

(c) This section does not a pply to contracts awarded in a situa­

tio n  of public necessity if the p e r s o n  respon si bl e for exe cu ti on  of 

the contract on behalf of the state agency certifies in w r i t i n g  that a

situation of public necessity exists.

(d) No twithstanding the other p rovisions of this section, a
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state age n c y  may include p ri ce  as a factor in s electing ar ch it ect ur al , 

engineering, and land su r v e y i n g  services when, in the j u d g m e n t  of the 

state agency, the scope, nature, and amount of services r eq uir ed  are 

s u f fi ci en tl y d e f i n e d  to reason abl y enable firms and i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k i n g  

pro po sal s to compete w i t h  a subst ant ia ll y equal u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 

i n t e rpr et at io n of the servi ce s required. In order to i n cl ude  p r i c e  as 

a fa cto r in selection, the state agency shall involve in the e v a l u a­

tion of the p roposals at least one p e r s o n  w h o  is r e g i s t e r e d  in the 

state to p e rf or m the architectural, engineering, o r  land  s u r ve yi ng  

services that are the p r i m a r y  services to be provided by  the contract.

* Sec. 2. This Act appli es  to requests for bids or p r o p o s a l s  for a r c h i­

tectural, engineering, and la n d  surveying services issued a f t e r  the e f f e c­

tive date of this Act.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immedi at ely  in a cc or da nce  wi t h  A S  01.-

10.070(c).
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