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Introduced: 3/6/85
Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n  &
Social Services, J u d i c i a r y  a nd  
Finance

BY MARTIN, TAYLOR, COLLINS,
1 IN THE H O U S E  FURNACE A N D  HA NL EY

2 H O U S E  BILL NO. 264

3 IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSI ON

5 A  BIL L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to marijuana; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n

7 e f f e c t i v e  date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA TE  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. (a) The legislature finds that

10 (1) THC, the min d  altering ingredient in m a ri ju an a, is not

11 soluble in water, but goes int o the fatty tissues of the brain, testicles,

12 ovaries, and other internal organs, and takes 30 days to be e lim in at ed  f r o m

13 the body;

14 (2) the b u il du p of THC  in the body causes th e u s e r  to smoke m o r e

15 m a r i j u a n a  to achieve the d e s i r e d  high and m a y  result in loss of sleep,

16 appetite, and initiative, as we l l  as moodi ne ss  and de pr ession;

17 (3) it is p o s s i b l e  for a h u m a n  b e i n g  to o v e r d o s e  from  the u s e  of

18 marijuana, e s pe ci al ly if it is used  in co n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  alcohol, b e c a u s e  it

19 increases the effects of alcohol;

20 (4) the THC c o n ten t of a m a r i j u a n a  cigarette 10 years ago was

21 one percent, but is as h i g h  as 10 percent p e r  cigarette today;

22 (5) m a r i j u a n a  causes schizophrenia, illusions, and ha ll u c i n a -

23 tions, i ncluding a d u l l i n g  of the senses, c re ating the p o s s i b i l i t y  that the

24 user is unable to respond to body  signals, such as pain;

25 (6) a l t h o u g h  it m a y  take a heavy cigarette s m o k e r  as long as 20

26 years to d ev elo p lung cancer, one m a r i ju an a cigarette a da y may cause lung

27 cancer in three y e a r s ;

28 (7) T H C  affects eggs, sperm, sexual hormones, an d the d e v e l o p -

29 ment of a fetus, and m a r i j u a n a  use ma y result in d e f o r m e d  or u n d e r s i z e d
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1 offspring;

2 (8) other p hysical reactions to m a r i j u a n a  include irreversible

3 chang es in the brain, sinusitis, ph ar yn g i t i s ,  bronchitis, emphysema, in-

4 c r e a s e d  h e a r t  rate, and de creased b l o o d  circ ul at ion ; and

5 (9) other psychol og ica l r e a c t i o n s  to ma r i j u a n a  include loss of

6 memory; impairment in thinking, r e a d i n g  comprehension, and verbal and

7 a r i t h m e t i c  probl em solving; impairment of p e r c e p t i o n  of distance and time;

8 and anxiety, panic, paranoia, psychosis, and psych ol ogi ca l dependence.

9 (b) T h e  legislature further finds t here is a legitimate and com-

10 p e l l i n g  gov er nmental interest, based on t e s t i m o n i a l  evidence, that the

11 p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and w e lf ar e wil l suffer if p e r s o n a l  use of ma ri ju ana  even in

12 small amount s is allowed.

13 * Sec. 2. AS 11.71.060(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

14 (a) Except as autho ri ze d in A S  17.30 or AS 17.35, a per so n

15 commits the crime of m isconduct i n v o l v i n g  a controlled substance in

16 the sixth degree if the person

17 (1) uses or displays any am ou n t  of a schedule V I A  con-

18 t r o l l e d  substance or possesses one or m o r e  preparations, compounds,

19 m ixtures, or substa nce s of an a g g r e g a t e  w e i g h t  of less than one-half

20 p o u n d  [ONE OUNCE OR MORE] c o n t a i n i n g  a s ch e d u l e  VIA controlled sub-

21 stance [ON A PU BL I C  STREET O R  S I D E W A L K  O R  ON THE PREMISES OF A  PUBLIC

22 C A R R I E R  OR B US INESS E S T A B L I S H M E N T  OR  IN A N Y  O T H E R  PUBLIC P L A C E ] ; or

23 [(2) K N O W I N G L Y  PO S S E S S E S  A N Y  AMO UN T OF A  SCHEDULE V I A

24 C O N T R O L L E D  SU BSTANCE WITHIN T H E  I M M E D I A T E  C O N TR OL  OF T H A T  PERSON W H I L E

25 O P E R A T I N G  A  PR O P E L L E D  VEHICLE;

26 (3) B E I N G  UNDER 19 Y E A R S  OF AGE, POSSESSES ONE OR M O R E

27 PREPARATIONS, COMPOUNDS, M I X T UR ES , O R  SUBSTANCES O F  AN A G G R E G A T E

28 W E I G H T  OF LESS T HA N  FOU R OUN CE S C O N T A I N I N G  A  SCHEDULE V I A  CO NT R O L L E D

29 SUBSTANCE;
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1 (4) POSSESSES ONE OR M O R E  PREPARATIONS, COMPOUNDS, MIX-

2 TURES, OR  SUBSTANCES OF AN AGGREGATE WEIGHT OF FOUR  OUNCES OR MORE

3 CONTAINING A  SCHEDULE VIA CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE; OR]

4 (2) [(5)] refuses entry into a premises for an inspection

5 authorized under AS 17.30.

6 * Sec. 3. A S  11.71.070 is repealed.

7 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

8 10.070(c).
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