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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  BY THE  JUDIC IA RY  COMMITTEE

2 SENATE CS F O R  CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 218 (Judiciary)

3 IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L EG IS LATURE - SE CO ND  SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act r elating to standards of conduct of legisla-

7 tors and legislative emp lo ye es  and to the Select

8 Comm itt ee  on Legislative Ethics; and pro vi di ng  for an

9 e ffective date."

10 B E  IT E N AC TE D BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. AS 11.56.805(b) is amended to read:

12 (b) False a c c u s a t i o n  is a class A  m i s d e m e a n o r  [CLASS C FELONY].

13 * Sec. 2. AS 24.60.020(a) is amended to read:

14 (a) Except as otherwise pro vi de d in this subsection, this [THIS]

15 chapter applies to a m e m b e r  of the l egislature and to a person employ-

16 ed by the legislative b r a n c h  of government [AND TO A  PERMANENT OR

17 TE MPORARY EMPLOYEE OF A N  AGENCY OF THE  L E G I S L A T U R E ] . This chapter

18 does no t apply to

19 (1) a former memb er  of the legislature o r  to a pe rs o n

20 formerly employed by the legislative b r a n c h  of government [A M E M B E R  OF

21 THE LEGISLATURE O R  AN A G E N C Y  OF THE LEGISLATURE] unless the pr o v i s i o n

22 specifically states that it so applies;

23 (2) a p e r s o n  elected to the legislature w h o  at the time of

24 election is not a m e m b e r  of the legislature;

25 (3) a p e r s o n  employed by the legislative br an c h  of g o v e m -

26 ment [LEGISLATURE O R  A N  EMPLOYEE OF A N  A G E N C Y  OF THE LEGISLATURE]

27 whose com pe nsation is b e l o w  Step A, R a n g e  18 of t he state salary

28 schedule e stablished i n  A S  39.27.011(a)^

29 (4) a p e r s o n  employed p r i v a t e l y  by  a legislator if the
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p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  p a r f o r m  l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t i e s .

*  S e c .  3. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 2 0 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

(b) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  l a w  r e l a t i n g  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n f l i c t  o f  

I n t e r e s t  t h a t  m a y  a p p l y  t o  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r  [,) a  p e r s o n  

esiployed b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  [ A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  

L E G I S L A T U R E ,  O R  T O  A  P E R M A N E N T  O R  T E M P O R A R Y  E M P L O Y E E  O F  A N  A G E N C Y  O F  

T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E ] .  T h e y  d o  n o t  s u p e r s e d e  o r  r e p e a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e
j

c r i m i n a l  l a w s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
j

* S e c .  4. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 4 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

(a) A  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a p p l i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  a  p a r t y  t o  

o r  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  s t a t e  c o n t r a c t  o r  l e a s e  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t r a c t  

o r  l e a s e  is let b y  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e a l e d  b i d  [ U N D E R  A S  3 7 . 0 5 . 2 3 0 ]  o r  t h e  

t o t a l  a n n u a l  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n t r a c t  o r  l e a s e  i s  $ 1 , 0 0 0  o r  l e s s ,  

o r  is a  s t a n d a r d i s e d  c o n t r a c t  o r  l e a s e  w h i c h  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  

p u b l i c l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  is g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  at l a r g e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  o c c u p a t i o n  o r  g r o u p .  A  

p e r s o n  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  s t a t e  c o n t r a c t  o r  l e a s e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

i f  t h e  p e r s o n  r e c e i v e s  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t s .

* S e c .  5. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 5 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

(d) E a c h  F e b r u a r y  1, e a c h  s t a t e  l o a n  a g e n c y  m u s t  d e l i v e r  a  

l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  o u t s t a n d i n g  l o a n s  t o  p e r s o n s  t o  w h o a  t h i s  c h a p t e r

a p p l i e s ,  e x c e p t  f e r  l o a n s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t o  t h e
e

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  e a c h  h o u s e .  T h e  l i s t  m u s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  n a m e  o f  

t h e  p e r s o n ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  i s s u a n c e  a n d  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  l o a n .  T h e
■ i *

l i f t  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  j o u r n a l  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  5 

9f tftcjji y f a r .

*  S e c .  S .  A S  2 4 , 6 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  2 4 . 6 0 . 0 7 0 .  I N T E R E S T S  B E T W E E N  P U B L I C  O F F I C I A L S .  A  p e r s o n  t o
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w h o m  this chapter applies shall disclose in  the j o u rn al of the a p p r o­

priate bod y or if the legislature is not in session to the committee, 

w h i c h  shall m a i n t a i n  a  public re co rd  of the disclo su re  and forward the 

d i sc lo su re  to the respective h o u s e  for inclusion in the Journal by 

[FOR] the fifth [FIRST] day of the session, the formation or m a i n­

tenance of a close economic a s s o c ia ti on  involving a substantial f i n a n­

cial m a t t e r  wit h

(1) a supervisor w h o  is not a me mb e r  of the legislature who 

has r e s p on sib il it y or authority, either directly or indirectly, over 

the p er son's employment, in cluding pr e p a r i n g  or reviewing p e r f o rm an ce  

evaluations, or g ra nti ng  or app ro vi ng  pay raises or promotions;

(2) legislators;

(3) a publ ic  official who [IN A N O T H E R  BRANCH, IF T H E  PUBLIC 

OFFICIAL] is requi re d to file a financial disclosure statement u n d e r  

AS 39.50 and is not an  appointed m unicipal o f f i c e r ;

(4) a registered lobbyist^

(5) a p e r s o n  to w h o m  this c h ap te r applies who is e mp loyed 

by the legislative branch of government if the close economic a s s o­

ciation is wi t h  a legislator [WHO IS NOT A  MEM BE R OF THE I MMEDIATE 

FAMILY OF THE P E R S O N ] .

* Sec. 7. AS 24 .60 .1 00  is amended to read:

Sec. 24.60.100. REPRESENTATION. A  perso n to w h o m  this chapter 

applies w ho  represents another per son  for co mp ensation be for e an 

agency, board, or commission of the state shall disclo se  the name of 

the pe r s o n  represented, the subject m a t t e r  of the representation, and 

the body before w h i c h  the re pr es e n t a t i o n  is to take p la ce  in the 

j o u r n a l  of the appropriate b od y  or if the legislature is not in s e s­

sio n  to the committee. The committee shall m a i n t a i n  a  p ub l i c  re co r d  

of the d i sc los ur e and forward the di sclosure to th e respective h o u s e
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1  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  b y  [ F O R ]  t h e  f i f t h  [ F I R S T ]  d a y  o f  t h e

2 session.

3 *  S e c .  t. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 1 0  i s  a s w n d e d  t o  r e a d :i
4  S e c .  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 1 0 .  A C T I O N  O N  A  C O N F L I C T  O F  I N T E R E S T .  A  l e g i s l a t o r

5 w h o  k n o w i n g l y  h a s  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  o r  h a s  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  o f  a

6 c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y

7 (1) r e s i g n  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  p o s i t i o n ;

8 (2) d i v e s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t

9 o r  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t ;  o r
r

10 (3) d i s c l o s e  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e
F

1 1  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d y  o r  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n  t o  t h e  c o m -

12 m i t t e e ;  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e

13 a n d  f o r w a r d  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  h o u s e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n

14 t h e  j o u r n a l  b y  [FO R ]  t h e  f i f t h  [ F I R S T ]  d a y  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  b u t  d i s -

15 c l o s u r e  d o e s  n o t  r e m o v e  t h a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .

16 *  S e c .  9. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

17 (b) T h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t s  o f  n i n e  [ S E V E N ]  m e m b e r s ,  i n  t w o

18 s u b c o m m i t t e e s ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

19 (1) t h e  s e n a t e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f

2 0  t h e  s e n a t e ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  w i t h  t n e  c o n c u r -

2 1  r e n c e  b y  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e

2 2  s e n a t e ;  a n d

23 (2)  t h e  h o u s e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

2 4  h o u s e ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  b y

2 5  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e ;  a n d

2 6  (3) three public members [ O N E  P U B L I C  M B ® E R , ]  who are [ I S ]

2 7  selected b y  the Chief Justice o f  the A la s ka  Supreme Court [ T W O - T H I R D S

2 8  O P  BACH SUBCOMMITTEE] and who  are [16] ratified b y  two-thirds o f  the
f

2 9  full membership o f  the senate and two-thirds o f  tha full membership of
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the house, shall serve o n  both the full committee and each s u b c o m­

mittee.

* Sec. 10. AS 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ( h )  is amen ded  to read:

(h) A  m e m b e r  is d i s q u a l i f i e d  from pa rt ici pa ti ng  as a m e m b e r  in 

any p r o c e e d i n g  b e f o r e  the committee involving a complaint against the 

m e m b e r  or  an a dvi s o r y  o p i n i o n  requested by the member. If the le gi s­

lature is in s e s s i o n  w h e n  [WHEN] a legislative me mb er is di sq ualified 

u nder this subsection, the pres id in g officer of that m e m b e r’s house 

shall, w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  by roll call v o t e  of two-thirds of the 

full m e m b e r s h i p  of that house, appoint anot he r mem ber  from that house 

to act as a m e m b e r  of the committee in the proceeding. If the l e g i s­

lature is not in s e s s i o n  whe n a legislative member is disqualified, 

the p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  the h ouse of w h i c h  the disqualified le g i s l a­

tor is a m e m b e r  shall appoint another m e m b e r  from that house, w i t h  a 

re co rd ed  co nc ur ren ce  of a ma jority vote of the subcommittee of that 

house, to act as a m e m b e r  of the committee in the proceeding.

* Sec. 11. AS 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 5 0 ( a )  is amend ed to read:

(a) The co m m i t t e e  shall

(1) adopt proce du res  to facilitate the receipt of inquiries 

and prompt r e n d i t i o n  of its opinions;

(2) p u b l i s h  semi-annual summaries of decisions and [,] a d­

vi s o r y  opinions [AND IN FORMAL A DV ISORY OPINIONS,] with sufficient 

d e l et io ns  in the su mmaries to prevent d is cl os in g the identity of the 

pers on s i nv olved in the  decisions or opinions that have remaine d 

confidential.

* Sec. 12. AS 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 6 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 24.60.160. AD VIS O R Y  OPINIONS. The committee shall issue an 

ad vi so ry  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  30 days on the request of a person to w h o m  the 

c ha pt er  applies or a  p e r s o n  elec ted  to the legislature who at the time
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of election ia not a memb er  of the leaislature as to w h et he r the facts 

and circumstances of a particular case constitute a violation of 

ethical standards. Th e 30-day pe r i o d  for issuing an opinion may be 

extended by the committee for not more than an additional 10 days if 

the person requesting the opinion consents. The opinion issued is 

bind in g on the committee in any subsequent proceedings concerning the 

facts and circumstances of the p articular case unless material facts 

were omitted or m is stated in the request for the advisory opinion. 

Except as provided in this chapter an advisory opinion is confidential 

but m a y  be made public if a writt en  request by the person who r e­

quested the opinion is filed w i t h  the committee.

* Sec. 13. AS 24.60.170(1) is amended to read:

(1) If the ma jority of the members of the committee agree to a 

decision that a former member of the legislature or an employee o r  a 

former employee of the legislative branch of government [A LEGIS LAT OR  

OR OF  AN AG EN CY  OF THE  LEGISLATURE] has vi olated a p rovision of this 

chapter, the committee shall issue a public statement of its decis io n 

30 days after the date of the decision. The legislature shall act on 

the decision as it considers appropriate. In the case of an employee 

the action may include suspension, demotion, or Dismissal. The e m­

ployee is entitled to a hearing before final action is taken.

* Sec. 14. AS 24.60.190 is amended to read:

Sec. 24.60.190. DEFINITIONS. [DEFINITION OF "COMMITTEE."] In 

this chapter [,]

(1) "c ommittee” means the Select Committee on Legislative 

Ethics or where appropriate, the applicable subcommittee^

(2) "person employed by tha legislative branch of govern­

ment" means a person who is employed by

* (A) an individual legislator:
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(B) a legislative body, in cluding a l eg i s l a t i v e  c o m­

mittee; or

(C) an agency of the legislature e s t a b l i s h e d  under 

AS 24.20 and AS 2 4 . 5 5 .

15. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  A S  01.-
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