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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  THE  J U D ICI AR Y C O M M I T T E E

2  CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 218 (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSIO N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Act entitled: " A n  Act r ela ti ng  to sta nd ar ds  of conduct of legisla-
-t

7 tors and leg is la ti ve e m p l o y e e s  and to the Select

8 Com mit te e on  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ethics; and p r o v i d i n g  for  an
C

9 effe ct iv e date."
/

10 B E  IT E N A CT ED  BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E ST AT E OF  ALASKA:

11 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 11.56.805(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

12 (b) False a c c u s a t i o n  is a class A  m i s d e m e a n o r  [CLASS C FELONY],

13 * Sec. 2. AS 24.60.020(a) is amend ed  to read:

14 (a) This c h a p t e r  applies to a m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e , to a

15 p e r s o n  em pl oy ed  b y  a mem b e r  of the l egi slature, and to a p e r m an ent  or

16 temp or ar y e m p l o y e e  of an ag en c y  of the legislature. This chapt er  does

17 not apply to

18 (1) a former m e m b e r  of the leg is la tur e or to a p e r s o n

19 formerly e m p l o y e d  by a m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  or an agency of the

20 l egislature u n l e s s  the p r o v i s i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  states that it so ap-

21 plies;

22 (2) a p e r s o n  e l ect ed  to the le g i s l a t u r e  who at the t ime of
•j

23 e l e c t i o n  is not a mem ber  of the legislature;

24 (3) a p e r s o n  emp l o y e d  by a m e m b e r  of the legislature o r  an
■*t

25 e mployee of an ag en c y  of the le gi sl at ure  w h o s e  comp en sa ti on is b e l o w

26 Step A, R a n g e  18 of the state salary s c h e d u l e  es t a b l i s h e d  i n  A S  39.-

27 27.011(a).

28 * Sec. 3. AS 2 4.6 0.050(d) ia amend ed  to read:

2 9  (d) E a c h  Fe br u a r y  1 ,  eac h state l o a n  agen cy  mu s t  d e l i v e r  a
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l is ti ng  of all outsta nd in g loans to persons to whom this chapter 

applies, except for loans described in (a) of this section, to the 

p r e s i d i n g  officer of each house. The list must include the name of 

the person, the date of issuance and current status of the loan. The

list shall be published in the supplemental journal before February 5

of e ac h  y e a r .

* Sec. 4. AS 24.60.070 is amended to read:

Sec. 24.60.070. INTERESTS BETWEEN PUBLIC OFFICIALS. A  person to 

w h o m  this chapter applies shall disclose in the journal of the a p p r o­

pr i a t e  body or if the legislature is not in sessi on  to the committee,

w h i c h  shall mainta in  a public record of the disclosure and forward the

dis cl o s u r e  to the respective house for inclusion in the journal by 

[FOR] the fifth [FIRST] day of the session, the formation or m a i n­

tenance of a close economic association involving a substantial fi na n­

cial ma tte r with

(1) a supervisor who is not a member of the legislature who 

has responsibility or authority, either directly or indirectly, over 

the person's employment, including preparing or reviewing performance 

evaluations, or granting or approving pay raises or  promotions;

(2) legislators;

(3) a public official in another branch, if the public 

off icial is required to file a financial disclosure statement u nder 

AS  39.50;

(4) a registered lobbyist^

(5) a pe rs on to who m  this chapter applies wh o is employed 

by a me mb e r  of the legislature or an agency of the legislature if the 

close economic a ssociation is w i t h  a legislator [WHO IS NO T A  M E M B E R  

OF  THE  IMMEDIATE FA MI LY OF THE PERSON].

*  Sec. 5. AS  24.60.100 is amended to read: J*-.
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Sec. 24.60.100. REPRESENTATION. A  person to w h o m  this chapter 

applies w h o  represents another p e r s o n  for c o m p e n s a t i o n  before an 

agency, board, or c om mi s s i o n  of the state shall d is c l o s e  the name of 

the pe r s o n  represented, the subject m a t t e r  of t he  representation, and 

the body before w h i c h  the representation is to take place in the 

journal of the app ro pr iat e body or if the  l eg isl at ur e is not in ses­

sion to the committee. The committee shall m a i n t a i n  a pu b l i c  record 

of the disclosure and forward the d isclosure to the respective house 

for inclusion in the journal by [FOR] the fifth [FIRST] da y of the 

session.

* Sec. 6. AS 24.60.110 is amended to read:

Sec. 24.60.110. AC TI ON  ON A  CO NF LI CT OF INTEREST. A  legislator 

who knowingly has a conflict of interest or has b e e n  no ti f i e d  of a 

conflict of interest shall immediately

(1) res ig n the conflicting position;

(2) divest the interest that has r e s u l t e d  in the conflict

or potential conflict; or

(3) d i s c l o s e  the conflict of interest in the j o ur na l of the 

appropriate body o r  if the legislature is not in session to the c o m­

mittee; the committee shall ma intain a public r e c o r d  of the d isclosure 

and forward the d is cl osu re  to the respective h o u s e  for inclusion in 

the journal by [FOR] the fifth [FIRST] day of the session but d i s­

closure does not rem ov e the conflict of interest.

* Sec. 7. AS 24.60.130(b) is amended to read:

(b) The c o m mi tte e consists of nine [SEVEN] members, in two

subcommittees, as follows:

(1) the senate subcommittee consists of  three member s of 

the senate, a p p oi nt ed  by the pr esident of the senate w i t h  the c o n c u r­

rence by roll call v o t e  of two-thirds of the full  m e m b e r s h i p  of the
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(2) the h o u s e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  co nsists of t hree m e m b e r s  of the 

house, a p p o i n t e d  by the s p e a k e r  of the h o u s e  w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  by 

rol l call v o t e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of th e house; a n d

(3) three p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  [ONE PU BLI C M EM BER,] w h o  are [IS] 

s e l e c t e d  by the C hi ef  J u s t i c e  of the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C our t [ T W O -T HI RD S 

O F  E A C H  S UB CO MM IT TEE ] and w h o  are [IS] r a t i f i e d  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  of the 

full m e m b e r s h i p  of the senate an d t wo -th ir ds  of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of 

the hous e,  shall s e r v e  o n  b o t h  the full c o m mi tt ee and e a c h  s u b c o m­

mi t t e e  .

* Sec. 8. A S  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 3 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) N o  m or e  t h a n  two l e g i s la ti ve m e m be rs  of e a c h  s u b c o m m i t t e e  

m a y  be m e m b e r s  of the same p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  or the same o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

c a u c u s . At least one pu bl i c  m e m b e r  m u s t  be a form er  m e m b e r  of the 

legislature.

* Sec. 9. AS 24 .6 0. 1 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T he c o m mi tt ee  shall

(1) adopt p r o c e d u r e s  to f a c il ita te  the rece ip t of i n q u i r i e s  

and p r o m p t  r e n d i t i o n  of its opinions;

(2) p u b l i s h  s e m i -a nn ua l sum ma ri es of d e c i s i o n s  and [,] a d­

v i s o r y  o pin io ns  [AND I N F O R M A L  A D V I S O R Y  O P IN IO NS ,] w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  

d e l e t i o n s  in the s u m m ar ie s to p r e ven t d i s c l o s i n g  the i d e n t i t y  o f  the 

p e rso ns  in vo l v e d  in  the d e c i s i o n s  o r  o pi nio ns  that h a v e  r e m a i n e d  

co nf idential.

* Sec. 10. AS 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 24.60.160. A D V I S O R Y  OPINIONS.. Th e c o m m i t t e e  shall i s s u e  a n  

a d v i s o r y  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  30 da y s  o n  th e request of a p e r s o n  to w h o m  the 

c h a p t e r  appl ie s o r  a p e r s o n  el e c t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w h o  at the  t i m e  

of e l e c t i o n  is n o t  a m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  as to w h e t h e r  the f ac ts

senate; and
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1 and  c i r c u m s ta nce s of a p a r t i c u l a r  case consti tu te  a v i o l a t i o n  of

2 et h i c a l  standards. The  30-day period f or  i s s ui ng an o p i ni on m a y  be

3 e x t e n d e d  by the c o m m i t t e e  for not more  t h a n  an a dditional 10 da y s  if

4 the p e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  the o p i n i o n  consents. The opin ion  issued is

5 b i n d i n g  on the c o m mi tt ee  in any su bsequent proceedings c o nc ern in g the

6 facts and c ir c u m s t a n c e s  of the p a r t i c u l a r  case unless material facts

7 w e r e  omit ted  or m i s s t a t e d  in the request for the advisory opinion.

8 Exc ep t as p r o v i d e d  in this chapter an a d v i s o r y  opini on is c on fi dential

9 but m a y  be m a d e  p u b l i c  if a w r i t t e n  reque st  by the p e r s o n  w h o  re-

10 q u e s t e d  the o p i n i o n  is filed w i t h  the committee.

11 * Sec. 11. AS 2 4 . 6 0 . 1 9 0  is a m en de d to read:

12 Sec. 24.60.190. DEFINITIONS. [ DE FI NI TIO N OF "COMMITTEE."] In

13 this chapter [,]

14 (1) "com mi tt ee " me ans  the Select Committee on  Le g i s l a t i v e

15 E th i c s  or w h e r e  appropriate, the app li c a b l e  s ub co mm it tee ^

16 (2) " p e r s o n  em pl o y e d  by a m e m b e r  of the legislature" means

17 a p e r s o n  who is e m p l o y e d  by an individual legislator or by a leRisla-

18 t ive bo d y  other t h a n  an ag en cy of the l e g i s la tu re e st ablished under

19 A S  24.20 w h os e d ut i e s  include as si s t a n c e  to a legislator or a legisla-

20 tive body in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of le gi slative f u n c t i o n s .

21 * Sec. 12. This Ac t takes effect imm ed ia te ly in accordance with A S  01.-

22 10.070(c).
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