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1 IN THE  H O U S E  BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 162 (Finance)

3 IN TH E L E G I S LA TUR E OF THE STATE OF AL AS K A

4 FOURT EEN TH  LE G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an A ct  entitled: "An Act r el a t i n g  to pu b l i c  utility consumer represen-

7 tation; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LE GIS LATURE OF THE STATE OF  ALASKA:

9 * Sect io n 1. AS 44.23 is am e n d e d  by adding a ne w section to read:

10 Sec. 44.23.070. P UB L I C  UTIL IT Y CO NS U M E R  REPRESENTATION. (a) A

11 pu bl ic  utility consumer rep re se nta ti on  sect io n is establ is he d in the

12 Department of Law.

13 (b) The attorney g e n er al shall appoint one or more attorneys to

14 operate the section. A n  appointee shall be familiar wi t h  public

15 u t il ity  regulation and p ra ctice bef or e public utili ty  regulatory

16 commissions. A n  appointment is for a three-year renewable term. A n

17 appointee may not be remo ved  from service, nor may  an a p p o i n t e e’s

18 salary be reduced, duri ng  a term except for good cause shown.

19 (c) The budget of the section shall be set out as an independent

20 sub-program or element of the Department of Law budget submitted by

21 the governor u nder the Executive Budget Act (AS 37.07). The section's

22 pr op os ed  budget shall p r o v i d e  for expert witness fees and other costs

23 of p ar ticipating in regulatory p roceedings in an amount adequate to

24 a llow the sect io n to effectively represent residential public utility

25 consumers.

26 (d) The section m a y

27 (1) initiate, intervene as a party in, o r  otherwise partic-

28 ipate in a hearing or o t h e r  proceeding involving a public utility for

29 the purpose of re pr esenting the interests of residential public
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1 utility cbnsumers in the proceeding if the section determines that the

2 result of the p roceeding stay substantially affect the interests of
1

3 those consumers;
l

4 (2) m ai nt ai n an action for Judicial review of decisions of
*

5 a public utility regulatory agency and intervene or otherwise partici-

6 pate in civil proceedings involving review or enforcement of a public

7 utility regulatory agency action that the section determines may

8 substantially affect the interests of residential consumers;

9 (3) select and contract for the services of consultants and
H

10 experts to assist the section in the preparation and presentation of

11 matters before agencies, commissions * offices or courts;

12 (4) initiate public education and public reports in the

13 news media to protect and represent public utility consumer interests;

14 (5) have access ■, during normal business h o u r s » to the

15 records of state agencies that are not classified by law as confiden-

16 tial;

17 (6) conduct discovery necessary to p er fo rm  the duties set

18 out in this section; and

19 (7) organize comtaunity advisory groups in areas affected by

20 public utility regulatory actions.

21 (e) T h e  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a n  a n h u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r

22 a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e

23 l e g i s l a t u r e  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i v i o u s

24 f i s c a l  y e a r .

25 (f) I n  this section

26 (1) " p u b l i c  u t i l i t y "  has t h e  me an in g g iv en  i n  AS 4 2 . 0 5 . 7 2 0 ;

27 (2) " p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n s u m e r "  m e a n s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r

28 o f  a  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y ;

28 (3) " s e c t i o n 1* m e a n s  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n s u m e r

I
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1 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w .

2 * S ec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 8 5 .
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