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I

1 IN T HE  H O U S E  B Y  THE  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS FO R H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 118 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

A F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For a n  Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to s mall claims, a n d  the du t i e s  of

7 ma gis t r a t e s ;  an d p r o v i d i n g  for an  ef f e c t i v e  date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  2 2 . 1 5. 04 0 is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 22.15.040. S M A L L  CLAIMS. W h e n  a claim for relief does not

11 e x c e e d  $5.000 [$2,000] e x c l u s i v e  of costs, interest and a t t o r n e y  fees,

12 an d request is so made, the  d is tr ict  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  shall h e a r

13 the a c t i o n  as a small c l a i m  unl es s impo rt an t or u n u s u a l  p oi n t s  of law

14 are involved. The supre me court shall p r e s c r i b e  the p r o c e d u r a l  rules

15 and s t a n d a r d  forms to a s s u r e  s i m p l i c i t y  and the exp e d i t i o u s  h a n d l i n g

16 of small claims.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.040 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

18 (b) A l l  p o t en ti al  small c l ai m litigants shall be i n f o r m e d  if

19 m ed ia tio n,  conciliation, and  a r b i t r a t i o n  services are a v a ila bl e as an

20 a l t e r n a t i v e  to litigation.

21 * Sec. 3. AS 22.15.120 is a m e n d e d  to read:

22 Sec. 22.15.120. L I M I T A T I O N S  ON PR O C E E D I N G S  W H I C H  M A G I S T R A T E  MAY

23 HEAR. A  m a g i s t r a t e  s ha ll  p r e s i d e  o n l y  in cases a nd p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r

24 A S  22.15.040, 22.15.100, and  22.15. 11 0,  and as follows,

25 (1) for the r ec ov e r y  of m o n e y  or dama ge s only  w h e n  the

26 amount claimed, ex c l u s i v e  of costs, interest, and  att o r n e y  fees, does

27 not e x c e e d  $5,000 [$1,000];

28 ' (2) for the rec ov er y of sp ec if ic p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  w h e n  the

2 9  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  c l a i m e d  a n d  t h e  d a m a g e s  f o r  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  d o  n o t
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(3) for the re co v e r y  of a p e n a l t y  or forfeiture, whether

g i v e n  by statute or a r is in g out of contract, not e xceeding $5,000

[ $ 1 , 0 0 0 ] ;

(4) to give ju dg me nt  w i t h o u t  a c t i o n  upon the confession of 

the defendant for any of the cases s p e c i f i e d  in this section, except 

for a penalty or forfeiture i m po se d b y  statute;

(5) to give judgme nt  of c o n v i c t i o n  upon a plea of guilty by

the defendant in a criminal p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h i n  the j u r is dic ti on  of the

district court;

(6) to hear, try, and e n t e r  j u d gme nt s in all cases involv­

ing misdemeanors, if the de fendant conse nt s in writing that the m a g i s­

trate may try the case;

(7) to hear, try and e n t e r  j u d gm en ts  in all cases involving

infractions u n d e r  AS 28 and v i o l a t i o n s  of ordinances of political

subdivisions [;

(8) REPEALED],

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect o n  the effec ti ve  date of an amendment

by the Supreme Court to Rule 9(c)(2) of the R ul es  Governing the A d m i n i s­

tration  of All Courts raising the filing fee fo r small claims actions from 

$5 to at least $15.

ex ce e d  $5,000 [$1,000];
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