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1 IN THE H O U S E  BY M . M . M I L L E R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 46

3 IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESS I ON

5 A B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "A n  Act relating to an a v a l a n c h e  and fire w e a t h e r

7 forecasting system; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective

8 date."

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 18.76.010 is a m e n de d  to read:

11 CHAP T E R  76. A L A S K A  A V A L A N C H E

12 AND F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  [W A R N I N G ] SYSTEM.

13 Sec. 18.76.010. P A R T I C I P A T I O N  IN A L A S K A  [STATEWIDE] A V A L A N C H E

14 A N D  F IRE W E A T H E R  FORECAS T I N G  [WARNING] SYSTEM. The D e p a r t m en t  of

15 N a t u r a l  Res o u r ce s  [PUBLIC S A F E T Y ] , a c t i n g  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a munic-

16 i p a l i t y ^  [OR WITH] an agency of the federal government, or w i t h  a

17 p r i v a t e  entity, and w it h  technical s e rvices support f rom the A l a s k a

18 State Climate Ce n te r  (AS 14.40.085), shall p a r t i c i p a t e  in the develop-

19 m e n t  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  and fire w e a t h e r

20 f o r e c a st i n g  [WARNING] system, and shall rep r es e n t  the state in the

21 o p e r a t i o n  of that system. The [STATEWIDE] sy s t e m  shall

22 (1) est a b l i sh  and m a i n t a i n  a s e r v i ce  center an d p r i ma r y  and

23 s u p p l e m e n t a r y field stations to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  and d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g

24 (A) [GROUND] w e a t h e r  c on d i t i o n s  indic a t i n g  a v a l a n c h e

25 danger and fire danger; [,]

26 (B) snow p ack an d  s n o w  s t a b i l i t y  conditions in d i c a t i n g

27 avalanche danger; [,] and

28 (C) avalanche activity;

29 (2) forecast [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  c o nditions throughout the



1 state;

2 (3) c o o r d i n a t e  a public a w areness p r o g r a m  o n  avalanche

3 danger;

4 (4) c a t a l o g  a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  atlas of avalanche paths and

5 slide o c c u r r e n ce s  that e n d a n g e r  persons, p e r s o n a l  property, or im-

6 p r ov e m e n t s  to real p r o p e r t y ; [AND]

7 (5) assist local go v e r n m en t s  and state agencies in identi-

8 fying haz a r do u s  a v a l a n c h e zones and in d e v e l o p i n g  [SNOW] avalanche

9 zoning r e g u l a t i o n s ; and

10 (6) forecast fire w e a t h e r  conditions throughout the s t a t e .

11 * Sec. 2. AS 18.76 is a m e n d ed  by ad d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

12 Sec. 18.76.100. DEFINITION. I n  this chapter, "avalanche" m e a n s

13 a snow a v alanche o r  a snow-and-ice avalanche, and does not include a

14 r o c k s l i d e  or a m u d  slide.

15 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect im m ed i a t e l y  in accordance w i t h  AS 01.-

16 10.070(c).
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