
Introduced: 1/14/85
Referred: Judiciary, Resources 
and Finance

BY M . M .MILLER,GOLL,GRUSSENDORF
1 IN THE HOUSE AND  DUNCAN

2 HOUSE B I L L  NO. 27

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA S K A

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISL A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: An Act relating to failure to adequately m a i ntain

7 animals, forfeiture of inadequately maintained ani-

8 mals, and p rotection from liability for persons

9 aiding such animals."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. AS 11.61.140(a) is amended to read:

12 (a) A person commits the crime of cruelty to animals if the

13 person

14 (1) intentionally inflicts severe and prolonged physical

15 pain or suffering on an animal;

16 (2) recklessly neglects an animal and, as a result of that

17 neglect, causes the death of the animal or causes severe pa i n  or

18 suffering to the animal; [OR]

19 (3) kills an animal by the use of a decompression chamber^

20 or

21 (4) r e c k l e s s l y  n e g l e c t s  to p r o v i d e  a c o n f i n e d  a n i m a l  w i t h  a

22 s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o f  g o o d  a n d  w h o l e s o m e  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r .

23 * Sec. 2. AS 11.61 is amended by adding a new section to read:

24 Sec. 11.61.148. FORFEITURE OF ANIMALS. (a) In addition to any

25 other sentence it may impose, a court may require a defendant con-

26 victed u n d e r  AS 11.61.140 - 11.61.145 to forfeit any rights of the

27 defendant in the animal and to repay the reasonable costs incurred

28 before judgment by a person or agency caring for the animal.

29 (b) When a court orders a defendant's rights in an animal to be
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forfeited, the court may f u r t he r  order that those rights be g i v e n  o ver 

to an approp r i a t e person or agency d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a willing n e s s  to 

accept and care for the animal or to the state or an a p p r o p r i a t e  

animal care agency for f u rt h e r  d i s p o s i t i o n  in a ccordance w i t h  a c c e p t e d  

pr actices for humane t r eatment of animals. This s ubsection does not 

limit the right of the p e r s o n  or agency to w h o m  the defendant's rights 

are granted to resell or o t herwise m a k e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of the animal. A

transfer of rights under this subs e c t i o n c onstitutes a t r a n s f e r  of

o w n e r s h i p .

* Sec. 3. AS 09.65 is a m e n d ed  by adding a n e w  secti o n  to read:

Sec. 09.65.093. L I A B I L I T Y  FOR V O L U N T A R Y  CARE OF C O N F I N E D  A N I ­

MALS. (a) W h e n  an animal is confined for m ore than 12 c o n s e c u t i v e  

hours w i t h o u t  a sufficient quantity of goo d  and w h olesome food and 

water, it is lawful for any per s o n  to supply food and water.

(b) The per s o n is not liable for civil damages as a result of

the act of e n t e r i ng  a n o t h e r’s property, o ther t ha n  a dwelling, to

supply food and water. The person is e n t i t l e d  to reimbursement from 

the animal's owner for the reasonable cost of the food, water, an d  

service provided. The o w n e r’s failure to reimburse the p r o v i d e r  

subjects the animal i n vo l v e d  to attac h m e n t  and sale u p o n  e x e c u t i o n  

fo l lowing judgment.

(c) This section does not p r e c l u d e  liability for civil dama ge s
I

as a result of gross n e gligence or r e c kless or intentional miscond u c t .
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