
Introduced: 1 / 1 4 / 8 5
Ref er re d: H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  & Social 
Ser vi ces , L a b o r  & Commer ce  and 
F i n a n c e

BY G R U E N B E R G . G O L L , D A V I S ,
1 IN T H E  HOUSE K O P O N E N  A N D  N A V A R R E

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 5

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  TH E STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F OUR T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act en titled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  an a sb est os  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  abate-

7 ment program; and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e cti ve  dat e. "

8 BE  IT ENACT ED  B Y  THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE O F  ALASK A:

9 * Section 1. FINDINGS AN D PURPOSE. (a) T he  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that

10 (1) m e d i c a l  studies i n d i c a t e  that i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  are e x p o s e d  to

11 a s b e s t o s  fibers have  a si gn i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n c i d e n c e  of canc er  and

12 o t h e r  severe o r  fatal diseases, as c o m p a r e d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  wh o are not

13 exposed;

14 (2) medic al  evidence s u ggests that c h i l d r e n  m a y  be p a r t i c u l a r l y

15 v u l n e r a b l e  to canc er  induced by e xp o s u r e  to a sb estos fibers;

16 (3) m e di cal  science has not e s t a b l i s h e d  a m i n i m u m  level of

17 ex po s u r e  to a sbe s t o s  fibers that is con si d e r e d  to be safe;

18 (4) substantial amounts of asb es t o s  h a v e  be e n  i n s t a l l e d  in

19 school b u i l d i n g s  in the state;

20 (5) the presence of a s b e s t o s  in school b u i l d i n g s  create s an

21 u n w a r r a n t e d  h e a l t h  ha za r d  to school children, e m p l o y e e s ,  and o t h e r  individ-

22 u a l s  who are e x p os ed  to the material;

23 (6) the present federal and state p r o g r a m s  to i de nti fy  and abate

24 asbestos h e a l t h  hazards in school b u i l d i n g s  are s e v e r e l y  inadequate.

25 (b) It is the purp os e of this Act to

26 (1) provide for t e st in g and a nal ys is  of a s b e s t o s  m a t e r i a l s  in

27 school b u i l d i n g s  in the state;

28 (2) provide for the d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the

29 he al t h  h a z a r d s  caused by e xp osu re  to as be s t o s  fibers;
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(3) ens ur e aba te me nt  of i de nt i f i e d  h e a l t h  hazar ds  from asbestos 

m a t e r i a l s  in school buildings.

*Sec. 2. AS 14 . 0 3 . 0 3 0  is a me nd ed to read:

Sec. 14.03.030. S CH O O L  TERMS. The school term beg in s and ends 

o n  the dates f ix ed  by the g o v e r n i n g  body  of the school district. 

Ho wever, the t e r m  shall include not less than 180 days in session,

except that, s u b j e c t  to the ap proval of the c o m mi ss io ner

(1) a d a y  used for i n- se rv ic e training of t ea c h e r s  m a y  be 

su b s t i t u t e d  for a day in session, up  to a m a x i m u m  of 10 days; [AND]

(2) an " em er ge ncy  closure day" m a y  be s u b s t i t u t e d  fo r a day 

in s e ss ion  b e c a u s e  of conditions p o s i n g  a threat to the h e a l t h  or

safety of s t u d e n t s ; and

(3) fo r the p u r p o s e  of a b a t i n g  asbestos h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  in

its schools, and for two succe ssi ve  school terms only, a sc h o o l  board

m a y  adopt a sch oo l term for a sc ho ol w her e an abatement______ p r o g r a m  is

u n d e r t a k e n  of not less t h a n  150 days in session if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

finds that the b o a r d  has s u b m it te d a p l a n  through w h i c h  s tud e n t s  will 

rece ive  the app r o x i m a t e  e du c a t i o n a l  e quivalent of a 180-day s e s s i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 18 is amended by ad di n g  a n e w  chapter to read:

CH A P T E R  28. A S B E S T O S  H E A L T H  H A Z A R D  A B A T E M E N T  PROGRAM.

Sec. 18.28.010. P R O G R A M  ESTAB LI SH ED . The asbes to s h e a l t h  ha zar d 

ab atement p r o g r a m  is e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the D e pa rtm en t of L a b o r  to c o o r d i­

nate effo rt s of state de p a r t m e n t s  a n d  agencies to e l i m i n a t e  asbestos 

h e a l t h  h az ar ds in schools in the state. Th e p r o g r a m  a p p l i e s  to all 

w o r k  in v o l v i n g

(1) d e m o li ti on , removal, e n c a ps ula ti on , salvage, t r a n s p o r­

tation, dis pos al , storage, and c o n t a i n m e n t  of a sb es to s pr o d u c t s ;

(2) construction, a l t e r a t i o n ,  repair, m a i n t e n a n c e ,  or 

r e n o v a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  in e n v i r o n m e n t s  that c o nt ain  a sbestos.



1 Sec. 18.28.020. DUTIES OF  THE DE PARTMENT OF LABOR. In order to

2 eliminate asbestos health hazards from schools in the state, the

3 Department of Labor shall

4 (1) survey school buildings to inspect and sample material

5 for the pr esence of asbestos;

6 (2) distribute, retrieve, and store training materials

7 concerning inspection and sampling for asbestos;

8 (3) answer inquiries concerning sampling and ensure quality

9 control of sampling;

10 (4) establish guidelines for abating the asbestos hazard,

11 for inspecting and c ollecting samples of suspected asbestos, and for

12 analyzing the samples;

13 (5) evaluate analysis results and distribute the results to

14 affected schools;

15 (6) coordinate efforts by state departments and agencies

16 and by school personnel to identify and eliminate asbestos health

17 h a z a r d s ;

18 (7) cooperate w i t h  the Department of Education to adminis-

19 ter state money appropriated for the asbestos health hazard abatement

20 program;

21 (8) review and approve all asbestos he al th  hazard abatement

22 programs relating to respirator use and employee training, including

23 training materials;

24 (9) oversee an employee certification program;

25 (10) establish guidelines and procedures to prevent damage

26 to asbestos products in daily operations;

27 (11) whenever the department is informed of scheduled w o r k

28 to abate a health hazard that is asbestos related, inform the contrac-

29 tors and others concerned of the he a l t h  hazards of asbestos; and
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(12) adopt regulations nec ess ar y to implement the provisions 

of this chapter.

Sec. 18.28.030. CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS. (a) The Department of 

Labor shall

(1) est ab lis h guidelines for employee training c ertifica­

tion programs, including respiratory and competency tests to be c o m­

pleted successfully, to ensure that a person who is emplo ye d to abate

asbestos he al th  hazards in this state is trained to do the w o r k  safely

and is informed about the danger of working w i t h  asbestos;

(2) review certification programs proposed by contractors, 

labor organizations, and others for persons wh o will be employed to 

abate asbestos he alt h hazards in this state;

(3) approve proposed c e rti fi ca ti on programs that meet the 

department's guidelines under this subsection.

(b) Befo re  a contractor can undertake to abate an asbestos-

related health hazard in this state, the contractor shall

(1) propose to the Department of Labor a pl a n  for the 

certification of its employees as adequately trained to handle a s b e s­

tos in a safe and  knowledgeable way;

(2) receive approval f rom the department of that plan; and

(3) certify that each person who will work on the abatement 

of an asbestos health hazard in this state is adequately trained to 

handle asbestos in a safe and k n o w l ed ge ab le  way.

(c) A p e r s o n  may not w or k  to abate an asbestos h e a l t h  ha za rd  in 

this state u n l e s s  that person has been c er tified in a p r o g r a m  approved 

by the De pa r t m e n t  of Labor under (a) of this section.

(d) A  c o nt ra cto r who violat es  (b) or (c) of this section is 

subject to a civil penalty not to exce ed  $1,000, as d et er m i n e d  by the 

commissioner of labor.

O
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ar

1 (e) A  c o n t r a c t o r  who v i o l a t e s  (b) of this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a

2 class A  m i s d e m e a n o r .

3 (f) A  c o n t r a c t o r  who v i o l a t e s  (c) of this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a

4 class B mi sde m e a n o r .

5 Sec. 18.28.040. DU TI ES  OF TH E D E P A R T M E N T  OF EDUCATION. To

6 assist in i m p l e m e n t i n g  the asbestos h e a l t h  h a z a r d  program, t h e  Depart-

7 m en t  of E d u c a t i o n  shall

8 (1) coop er at e w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Labor, s c h o o l  dis-

9 tricts, an d r e g i o n a l  e du c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  areas to ensure i n s p e c t i o n

10 of scho ol s in the state for a sb es to s h e a l t h  h a z ar ds  an d to e n s u r e  that

11 i d e n t i f i e d  a s b e s t o s  h e a l t h  hazards are abated;

12 (2) m a i n t a i n  records, files, and reports o n  a s b e s t o s  h ea l t h

13 h a z a r d s  in city and  bo r o u g h  schools an d r eg i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  atten-

14 d a n c e  area schools;

1 5  (3) a dm in is ter  state m o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  to f i na nce  reno-

16 v a t i o n  c o n t rac ts  u nd er AS 18.28.050(5);

1 7 (4) d is tr ib ute  a v a il ab le  m o n e y  as n e c e s s a r y  to a b a t e  asbes-

18 tos h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  in schools in the state, i n c l u d i n g  r ei m b u r s e m e n t  of

19 school d i s t r i c t s  and regional e du c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  areas fo r asbes-

20 tos h a z a r d  a b a tem en t w o r k  alrea dy  underta ke n;

21 (5) inf or m the D epa r t m e n t  of L a b o r  w h e n  r e n o v a t i o n  con-

22 tra ct s are a w a r d e d  u nd er  AS 1 8. 28.050(5), to e n a b l e  the D e p a r t m e n t  of

23 L a b o r  to adv ise  contractors and oth e r s  c on c e r n e d  of a sb e s t o s  h e a l t h

24 h a z a r d s  that m a y  be e n c o u nt ere d in the r e n o v a t i o n  project.

25 Sec. 18.28.050. D UT I E S  OF S C H O O L  OFFICIALS. To as si s t  i n  imple-

26 m e n t i n g  the a sb estos h e a l t h  h a z a r d  a b a te me nt  progr am , e a c h  city or

27 b o r o u g h  school district and eac h r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  ar e a

28 shall

29 (1) m a i n t a i n  reco?f}{| of all inspe ct io ns , i n c l u d i n g  sample
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dates, location, co ndition, and an alysis of m aterials;

(2) n o t i f y  school p e r s o n n e l  of the l oc a t i o n  of asbestos 

m a t e r i a l s  and w a y s  to reduce exposure;

(3) n o t i f y  the parents of students about the results of 

asbesto s i n s p e c t i o n s  in t heir c h i l d r e n’s schools;

(4) p r o v i d e  for the i n s p e c t i o n  of t h ei r respe ct iv e school 

b u i ld in gs  and the tak ing  of samp le s as needed, f o l l owi ng  guidelines 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by  the D e par tm en t of L a b o r  for d e t e r m i n i n g  the existence 

of asbest os  h e a l t h  hazards;

(5) c ont ra ct  for r e n o v a t i n g  sch oo l b u i ld ing s to abate 

asbestos h e a l t h  hazards, and s u p er vi se  and  m o n i t o r  the renovation 

contracts, a p p l y i n g  the standards in A S  18.60.075 to protect the 

h e a l t h  of the p e r s o n s  who re no va te  the school buildings.

Sec. 18.28.090. DEFINITIONS. In this c h ap ter

(1) "asbe sto s"  m ean s chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, 

fibrous tremolite, fibrous a n t h o p h y l l i t e , and fibrous actinolite;

(2) " a s bes to s h e a l t h  haza rd"  m e a n s  the p r e s e n c e  of asbestos 

ma te r i a l  that c o u l d  result in the d i s per sa l of as be st os  fibers into a 

school b u i l d i n g  or p ub l i c  facility;

(3) "a sbestos p r o d u c t "  means a p r od uc t that produces 

ai rb or ne  asbestos.

* Sec. 4. This A c t  takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a cc or d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.-


