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Il< TH E H O U S E  BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 3 (Judiciary)

IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE OF ALASKA 

F O U R T E E N T H  LE GI SLATURE - F I RS T SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to open containers of alcoholic

beve ra ges  in motor v ehicles."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T ATE  OF ALASKA:

* S e ct io n 1. AS 28.35 is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to article 2

to read:

Sec. 28.35.029. O PE N  CONTAINER. (a) A pe rs on may not drive or 

oper at e a m ot or  ve h i c l e  o n  a highway or v e h i c u l a r  way or area wh e n

there is an o pe n  bottle, can or ot he r receptacle containing an

alcoholic beverage in the passenger compartment of the vehicle, except 

as provided in (b) of this section.

(b) A p e r s o n  may transport an o p e n  bottle, can, or other r e c e p­

tacle containing an alcoh ol ic  beverage in the trunk of a motor vehicl e 

or, if the ope n bottle, can or other receptacle is enclosed wi th i n  

anoth er container, b e h i n d  the last upright seat in a motor home, 

station wagon, h a t c h b a c k  or similar trunkless vehicle.

(c) In this secti on

(1) "alc oho li c beverage" has the mean ing  given in AS  04.-

21.080(b);

(2) "motor v ehicle" means a vehi cl e for w h i c h  a driver's 

license is required;

(3) "open" includes ha vi n g  a bro ke n seal;

(4) "pass eng er  compartment" means the area of a m o t o r  

v e hi cl e normally occ up ie d by the d r i v e r  and passengers and includes a 

utility or glove compartment acces si bl e to the driver o r  a p a s s eng er
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1 while the vehicle is being operated.

2 (d) A  p er s o n  who violates (a) of this section is guilty of an

3 infraction.
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