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IN THE SENATE BY V.FISCHER

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 5 am 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LAS K A  

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

Requesting Judicial Council recommenda­

tions on grand jury investigative p r o­

cedures.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:
%

WHEREAS Section 9 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of 

Alaska provides:

The judicial council shall conduct studies for improvement 

of the administration of justice, and make reports and 

recommendations to the supreme court and to the legisla­

ture at intervals of not m or e  than two years. The judicial 

council shall nerform other duties assigned by law: and

WHEREAS Section 8 o j. of the Constitution of the State of

Alaska provides in relevant part:

The power of grand juries to investigate and  make r ec ommen­

dations concerning the public welfare or safety shall never 

be suspended: and

WHEREAS the strengthening of the grand jury procedures is vital as

both a sword and a shield since as a sword it is the terror of criminals

and as a shield it is the protection of the innocent against unjust p rose­

cution: and

WHEREAS the federal government and many states have defined investiga­

tive powers and procedures of g rand juries: and

WHEREAS under the constitutional mandate the Judicial Council is the 

appropriate body to study the investigative power of the grand jury and 

make recommendations to the supreme court and the legislature concerning
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procedures involved in us e of that power;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate re sp ec t f u l l y  requests the Judicial 

Council to study us e of the power of the grand j u r y  to in ves ti ga te  and m a k e  

recommendations and that the council m a k e  re commendations to the supreme 

court an d the legislature to assure e f f e ct iv e a n d  proper us e of that po we r 

w ith effective safeguards to prevent a b u s e  and assure b a s i c  fairness; and 

be it

FU R TH ER  R ES OL VED  that the Senate re sp ectfully r eq ues ts  the Judicial
%

Council to consider a possible a m e ndm en t to the State Constitution for  

presentation to the voters for r a t i f i c a t i o n  concerning the ne e d  to 

strengthen the g r a n d  jury system consis ten t w i t h  due p r o c e s s  an d standards 

established thro ug h publications i n c lud in g b ut  not l i mi te d to mate ri al s 

published by the National Institute o f  Justice, United States Department of 

Justice, Grand Jur y Reform; A  R ev i e w  o f  Key Issues, 1 9 8 3 .
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