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IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY V . F I S C H E R

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 5 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  TH E S TA TE  OF  A L A S K A  

F OU RT EE NT H L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S P E C I A L  SESSION

R e q u e s t i n g  J u d i c i a l  Council r e c o m m e n d a­

tions on g ran d ju r y  investigative p r o­

cedures.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE  SENATE:

WH E R E A S  Section 9 of A r t i c l e  IV of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of 

Al as k a  provides:

T h e  judicial c o un cil  s h a l l  cond uc t studies for improvement 

o f  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  justice, and  m a k e  reports and 

re c om me nd ati on s to the supre me  court and  to the legis la­

tur e  at intervals of  n o t  m o r e  than two years. The ju dicial 

council shall p e r f o r m  o t h e r  duties a ss i g n e d  by  law; and 

W H E R E A S  Section 8 of A r t i c l e  I of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of 

Al as ka  p r o v i d e s  in r e l e v a n t  part:

T h e  power of g r a n d  j u r i e s  to i nve st ig at e and  ma k e  r e c o m m e n­

dations c o n c e r n i n g  the pu b l i c  w e l f a r e  or safety shall n e v e r  

b e  suspended; a nd

W H E R E A S  concern over p o s s i b l e  abuse of the p ow er of the g r a n d  Jur y  to 

in v e s ti ga te  and make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  at the Con sti tu ti on al 

Convention; and

W H E R E A S  the imp ea ch me nt i n q u i r y  into the cond uct  of the G ove r n o r  of 

Al as ka  a r o s e  as a result o f  a re po r t  and rec om me n d a t i o n  by a g ran d Jury; 

and

W H E R E A S  serious q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  rai s e d  about the p r o p ri et y and 

leg ality o f  the content, cha ra c t e r ,  an d r e c o m m e nd ati on s of that report; and 

W H E R E A S  the p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  in issuin g a nd  p ub li s h i n g  the report have
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caused grave concerns about due process and basic fairness; and

WHERE AS the G r a n d  Jury report m a y  not have followed the provisions and 

intent o f  the Constitution; and

W H ER EA S the federal government and m a n y  states have defined investiga­

tive powers and procedures o f  g rand juries; and

WHERE AS under the constitutional m a n da te  the Judici al  Council is the 

appropriate body to study the investigative power of the grand jury and 

m a k e  r ec ommendations to the supreme court and the legislature concerning 

procedures involved in use o f  that power;

BE IT R ES OL VED  that the Senate respectfully requests the Judicial 

Council to study us e of the power of the grand jury to investigate and make 

recommendations a n d  that the council m a k e  recommendations to the supreme 

court and  the legislature to assure effective and proper use of that power 

w i t h  effective safeguards to prevent abuse and assure b as ic fairness.
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