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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  a  n u c l e a r  f r e e  a r c t i c

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

W H E R E A S  t h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n u c l e a r  f r e e  z o n e s ,  a s  o f  a l l  

g o o d  s e c u r i t y  p o l i c i e s ,  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  n u c l e a r  w a r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  c i t i e s ,  a n d  n a t i o n s  h a v e  p u r s u e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  n u c l e a r  f r e e  z o n e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  z o n e s  w o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  p e a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;

W H E R E A S  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  h a s  d e p l o y e d  n u c l e a r  m i s s i l e s  c a p a b l e  o f  

h i t t i n g  A l a s k a  a n d  W e s t e r n  C a n a d a ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  e s c a l a t i o n  m a y  f u r t h e r  

e n d a n g e r  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  n u c l e a r  t a r g e t s ,  a n d  t o  r e m o v e  

t h e  t a r g e t s  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  r i s k  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  w h i c h

t h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  c a s e  o f  n u c l e a r  w a r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  r a d i o a c t i v e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  a b o v e  t h e  a r c t i c  

c i r c l e  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  u s e  a n d  t e s t i n g  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e

p e r m a n e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  a r c t i c  r e g i o n  t o  c a r r y  b o d y - b u r d e n s  o f  l o n g -

l i v e d ,  b i o l o g i c a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  r a d i o n u c l i d e s  i n  a m o u n t s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  a l l  t h e  

w o r l d ' s  p e o p l e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  v i c t i m s  i n  H i r o s h i m a  a n d  N a g a s a k i  d u r i n g  

A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  a n y  f u r t h e r  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  f o o d - c h a i n  

o f  t h e  a r c t i c  r e g i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  b i o l o g i c a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e  r a d i a t i o n  

s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a r c t i c  p e o p l e  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  I n u i t  C i r c u m p o l a r  C o n f e r e n c e  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  r e s t r i c t ­

i n g  t h e  a r c t i c  r e g i o n  t o  u s e s  t h a t  a r e  p e a c e f u l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e ,

C S S J R  3 8 ( R l s )



1 and prohibiting the use of, testing of, storage of, and exploration for

2 materials related to nuclear devices; and

3 WHEREAS the people of Alaska desire to continue to live in freedom in

4 a world that is at peace and safe from nuclear pollution;

5 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor and

6 Alaska congressional delegation are requested to promote and initiate

7 efforts to encourage bilateral and multi-lateral agreements and treaties

8 between nations establishing the region above the arctic circle as a

9 nuclear free zone to prevent nuclear testing, nuclear devices, and disposal

10 of radioactive and nuclear wastes and materials in the arctic region; and

11 be it

12 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to

13 limit the use of nuclear technology for medical treatment or other safe and

14 benign purposes.

15 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ted Stevens

16 and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don

17 Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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