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1 I N  T H E  S E NATE S T U R G U L E W S K I  A N D  R O D E Y

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

A T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Sec r e t a r y  of the U n i t e d

6 States D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to

7 r evise the s t a n d a r d  ti m e  zones i n  w h i c h

8 A l a s k a  is located.

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is the only state that spans four time zones; and

11 W H E REAS the time di f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  the co m m u n i t i e s  in A l a s k a  create

12 an artificial b a r r i e r  that impairs e f f o r t s  to i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  am o n g

13 the w idely sca t t e r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  centers of this v a s t  state; and

1A W H E R E A S  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of the time d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  the state

15 capital and the o t h e r  centers of finance, trade, and cosneerce i n  A l a s k a

16 w o u l d  b r i n g  state g o v e r n m e n t  c loser to a l l  the p e o p l e  of the state; and

17 W H E R E A S  the t r a n s f e r  of most of A l a s k a  to the Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Zone

18 w o u l d  pl a c e  most A l a s k a n s  o n  an iden t i c a l  tim e  schedule that w o u l d  av o i d

19 inconvenience to the traveler, the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  industry, a n d  ot h e r

20 commercial enterprises; and

2 1  W H E REAS federal law (15 U.S.C. secs. 260 - 267; A9 U .S.C. sec.

22 1655(e)(5)) r e gulates the time o n  w h i c h  all federal offices a n d  c o m m o n

23 carriers engaged i n  interstate and f o r e i g n  c o m m e r c e  o p e rate a n d  g r a n t s  to 

2A the U n i t e d  States S e cretary of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  the a u t h o r i t y  to r e d e f i n e  the

25 b o u n daries of time zones that serve the U n i t e d  States;

26 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  St a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  requests t he Secre-

27 tary of the U n i t e d  States D e p a rtment o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to r e d e f i n e  the

28 boundaries of the time zones in w h i c h  A l a s k a  is located by s h i f t i n g  those

29 portions of the state located in the P a c i f i c  Stand a r d  T i m e  Zone a nd the
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1  A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  t o  t h e  Y u k o n  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  a n d  b y  s h i f t i n g

2  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  B e r i n g  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e  t o  t h e

3  A l a s k a  S t a n d a r d  T i m e  Z o n e .

4  C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  A n d r e w  L .

5  L e w i s ,  J r . ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d  t o  t h e

6 H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d

7 t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a -

8 t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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