
I n t r o d u c e d :  1/25/83
R e f e r r e d :  Res o u r c e d

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  E L I A S O N , Z I E G L E R  A N D  RAY

2 S ENATE J O I N T  RES O L U T I O N  NO. 10

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FI R S T  SESSION

5 Req u e s t i n g  reje c t i o n  and r e n e g o t i a t i o n

6 of the p r o p o s e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - C a n a d a

7 salmon i n terception treaty.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the commercial s a l m o n  industry is a n  integral a n d  important

10 part of the e c o nomy of Alaska; and

11 W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  t r e a t y  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States and C a n a d a

12 c o n c e r n i n g  P a c ific s a l m o n  calls upon Southeast Alaska's salmon fis h e r m e n  to

13 tak e  f u r ther red u c t i o n s  in harv e s t ,  w h i l e  calling upon C a n a d i a n  fish e r m e n

14 to t a k e  only m i n i m a l  cutbacks; and

15 W H E R E A S  the Southeast A l a s k a  trollers have already ma d e  c o n s i d e r a b l e

16 u n i l a t e r a l  r e d u ctions in t h e i r  harvests of c h i n o o k  salmon for t he sake of

17 c o n s ervation, w h i l e  C a n a d i a n  f i shermen have be e n  allowed u n r e s t r i c t e d

18 h a r v e s t  of the same stocks; a n d

19 W H E R E A S  c h i n o o k  s a l m o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  proposed i n  the treaty

20 a r e  b a s e d  o n  ca t c h  s t a t istics for years in w h i c h  Canadian catches wer e  at

21 r e c o r d  h i g h  levels a nd their fishery w a s  expanding, wh i l e  d u r i n g  the same

22 y e a r s  the A l a s k a n  fishery w a s  already being restricted; and

23 W H E R E A S  all c o m m ercial s a l m o n  ge a r  groups have e xpressed o p p o s i t i o n  to

24 c e r t a i n  p r o visions i n  the p r o p o s e d  treaty; and

25 W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  t r e a t y  does not address the issue o f  h i g h  seas

26 f o r e i g n  i n t e r c e p t i o n  of all species of salmon; and

27 W H E REAS the language in the prop o s e d  t r e a t y  is not s u fficiently speci-

28 f i c  to insure the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and rational m a n a gement sought by the par-

29 ties to the treaty; and
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WHEREAS Implementation of the proposed treaty w o u l d  have a disastrous 

economic impact o n  m a n y  A l a s k a n  fishermen; and

WHEREAS it is v i t a l l y  important that a treaty transferring significant 

management authority from the state to an international commission include 

clear safeguards to protect A l a s k a’s fisheries; and

WHEREAS the A l a s k a  State Legislature recognizes the value of a coast- 

wi d e  agreement and the need to wor k  towards the development of a fair 

treaty;

BE IT RESOLVED that the A laska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor of the State of Alaska to reject the proposed U n i t e d  States- 

Canada salmon interception treaty; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  Senate delegation in Congress is 

respectfully requested to use its best efforts to prevent ratification of 

the U nited States-Canada salmon interception treaty by the U n i t e d  States 

Senate; and be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the Legislature respectfully requests the S e c r e­

tary of State to seek reopening of U n i t e d  States-Canada s a l m o n  treaty 

negotiations.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  George 

Shultz, Secretary of State; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens a nd the H o n­

orable Frank Murkowski, U. S. Senators, members of the A laska Senate d e l e­

gation in Congress; and to the Honorable W i l liam Sheffield, Gove r n o r  of the 

State of Alaska.
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