
In t r o d u c e d :  1/18/83'
R efe r r e d :  St a t e  A f f a i r s  and

R e s o u r c e s

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

I N  T H E  S E N A T E BY Z I E G L E R  BY R E Q U E S T

SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 6 

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

Re 1 S t i n g  t o  t h e  u se of nrtlltary e q u i p­

ment  for f i g h t i n g  fires in Alaska.

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the state is d e p e n d e n t  o n  a v a i l a b l e  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  that is 

ex c e s s  to m i l i t a r y  needs for f i g h t i n g  fires in the state; a n d

W H E R E A S  the state a nd local g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  the state h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y

11 r e l i e d  on excess a n d  avai l a b l e  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  for e s s e n t i a l  aircraft,

12 b ulldozers, and ot h e r  v e h i c l e s  u s e f u l  in the fight against forest fires in

13 the State; and

14 WHEREAS, if the State a nd local g o v e r n m e n t s  are r e q u i r e d  to p u r c h a s e

15 o r  contract in the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  for excess e q u i p m e n t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  ob-

16 t a i n e d  from the military, the e x p ense wil l  be p r o h i b i t i v e ;  and

17 W H E R E A S  rea s o n a b l e  fiscal a n d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  that m i l i t a r y

18 e q uipment p a i d  for by the t a x p a y e r s  of the n a t i o n  conti n u e  to serve p u b l i c

19 needs, incl u d i n g  fire protection, w h e n  that e q u i p m e n t  is not r e q u i r e d  for

20 m i l i t a r y  purposes; a nd

21 W H E REAS sec. 765A of the De p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  Act of

22 1981 (P.L. 97-114) has b e e n  i n t e r p r e t e d  to p r o h i b i t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of

23 D e f e n s e  from m a k i n g  aircraft, bulldozers, a n d  other v e h i c l e s  excess to the

24 n e e d s  of the department a v a i l a b l e  to the st a t e  a nd local go v e r n m e n t s  of the

25 state for use in fighting fires; and

26 W H E R E A S  sec. 765 A  of the D e p a rtment of D e f e n s e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n  Act of

27 1981 p rohibits the disposal of aircraft or v e h i c l e s  to the state or local

28 govern m e n t s  in A l a s k a  only " w h e n  suitable a i r c r a f t  o r  v e h i c l e s  are commer-

29 cially available in the p r i v a t e  sector"; and
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1 W H E R E A S  " s u i t a b l e  a i r c r a f t  or v e h i c l e s "  are n ot in fact g e n e r a l l y

2 a v a i l a b l e  to the s t a t e  for le a s e  from t h e  p r i v a t e  sector;

3 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  requests

4 Cong r e s s  to d e l e t e  sec. 765A fro m  f u t u r e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  appro-

5 p r i a t i o n  acts; a nd b e  it

6 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Secretary of D e f e n s e  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  re-

7 q u e s t e d  to i n t e r p r e t  sec. 7 6 5 A  as not p r o h i b i t i n g  the dispo s a l  of surplus

8 aircraft, b u l l d o z e r s ,  and o t h e r  vehi c l e s  to the u se of state a n d  local

9 g o v e r n m e n t s  for the p u r p o s e  o f  fighting fires in A l a s k a  u n l e s s  t he Secre-

10 t a r y  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  aircraft, b u l l d ozers, and o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  are in fact

11 ava i l a b l e  in the p r i v a t e  sector.

12 C OPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

13 Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; t he H o n o r a b l e  C a s p e r  We i n b e r g e r ,

14 Sec r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of t h e

15 U n i t e d  S tates a nd P r e s i d e n t  of the U.S. Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  T homas P.

16 O'Neill, Jr., S p e a k e r  of the U.S. Ho u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ^  a n d  to the

17 H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, a n d

18 the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g s -

19 t i o n  in Congress.
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