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1 III T H E  SENATE B Y  T H E  RULES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT R E SO LUT IO N NO. 22 (Rules)am

3 IN THE  LEGISLATURE O F  T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 THIRTE EN TH  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSIOM

3 P roposing amendments to Rules 1(e),

6 16(a), 21(c), 23, 24(b), 37, 39(b), 42

7 and 54 of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the

8 A la s k a  State Legislature; and providing

9 for an effective date.

10 BE IT R ES OLV ED  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Sect io n 1. Rule 1(e) of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the Alaska State

12 Legislature is amended to read:

13 (e) The pr esiding officer shall announce, not later than the day

14 following election, the appointment of a Co mmittee on Committees

15 c onsisting of five members including the p r e si din g officer. The

16 p r e s id ing  officer chairs the Committee on Committees. The committee

17 is responsible for nominating the members of the standing committees

18 as set out in Rule 20 and the m e m b e r  who is to chair eac h standing

19 committee to serve for the two-year duration of the legislature. The

20 m e mb er sh ip of each committee shall total to an une v e n  num be r and the

21 m in ori ty  is entitled to at least one seat on e a c h  standing committee.

22 A  minority is defined as a group having at least 25 percent or more of

23 the members of the house of the same p olitical party who have

24 organized and elected a minority leader. The report of the Committee

25 o n  Committees is subject to approval by a ma jo r i t y  vote of the full

26 m embership of the house.

27 * Sec. 2. Rule 16(a) of the Un i f o r m  Rules of the Alaska State Legis-

28 lature is amended to read:

29 (a) A  call of the house is used to compel attendance of absent
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1 m e m be rs w h o  h ave not b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  e x c u s e d  from a call by a m a j o r i t y

2 vote of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of the house. The j o u r n a l  shall reflect

3 the names o f  all m e mb ers  e x c u s e d  fr o m  at tendance and s u c h  m e m b e r s

4 shall be e x c u s e d  fro m all roll calls d u r i n g  such absence. A  call of

5 the ho us e m a y  be o r d e r e d  by one membe r.  T he [WHEN N O  Q U O R U M  IS PRE-

6 SENT, THE] p r e s id in g o f f i c e r  of the h o u s e  may compel the a t t e n d a n c e  of

7 [INDIVIDUAL] absent m e m b e r s  not e x c u s e d  f rom a call of the h o u s e .

8 * Sec. 3. R u l e  21(c) of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  S t ate  Legisla-

9 ture is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A  resol ut ion  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a speci al or Joint c o m m i t t e e  shall 

specify the budget and  source of funds for the co mmittee a n d  the da t e  

or co ndi t i o n s  of t e r m i n a t i o n  of the committee. A  st an di ng c o m m it te e 

m a y  mee t b e t w e e n  sessions. A  s p e c i a l  or joint c o m mit te e may m e e t  

d u r i n g  the session or b e t w e e n  sess ion s,  or  both, as a u t h o r i z e d  by the 

r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  e st a b l i s h e s  the c ommittee. A  standing, special, or  

joint c o m mi tt ee w h i c h  acts b e t w e e n  legisl at ive  sessions m a y  c o n s i d e r

any le gi sl at ive  m a t t e r  w h i c h  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 

the committee. A  standing, special, o r  joint c o m mi tt ee  w h i c h  acts 

b e t w e e n  l egislative se ss io ns  c o n s t i t u t e s  a su bc ommittee o f  the L e g i s­

lative C ou nc il for a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  purposes. [A S P E C I A L  O R  J O I N T

C O M M I T T E E  M A Y  EXPEND M O N E Y  O N L Y  IN A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  A N  A P P R O P R I A T I O N

M A D E  F O R  T H E  WORK OF TH E COMMITTEE]

*  Sec. 4. Ru l e  23 of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e

is amend ed to read

W r i t t e n  notice of the timeR U L E  23. C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S

p lac e and  subject m a t t e r  of all m e e t i n g s  of standing, special, and 

j oint committees d u r i n g  a w e e k  s ha ll  be pr ov i d e d  by the p e r s o n  w h o  

chairs the committee to the chief c l e r k  or secr et ary  by 4 : 0 0  p.m. on 

the p r e c e d i n g  Thursday.
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(b) T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  chairs t he  co m m i t t e e  t o  w h i c h  a bill or 

r e s o l u t i o n  is first r e f e r r e d  s ha ll p r o v i d e  to t h e  chief clerk or 

s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of the t i m e  a n d  pl ac e o f  the f irst p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  o n  the b i l l  or r e s o l u t i o n  at least five d a y s  b e f o r e  the hear-

(c) The n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of (a) an d (b) of this s e c t i o n

[HOWEVER, T HI S  RE QU I R E M E N T ]  m a y  b e  w a i v e d  by m o t i o n  of the  p e r s o n  who

c ha i r s  the co m m i t t e e  to w h i c h  a b i l l  or r e s o l u t i o n  is first r e f e r r e d

if c o n c u r r e d  in by m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of the full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the house.

(d) T he  chief c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  shall p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  

c op i e s  of the w e e k l y  sch ed u l e  of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  and of the five- 

da y n o t i c e  of hearing.

(e) [(b)] If the time or  p l a c e  of a c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  is ch a n g e d  

f r o m  that s ho wn in the w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e  of c o m m i t t e e  mee ti ng s,  the 

[THE] p e r s o n  w h o  chai rs  a sta nd ing , special, or  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  shall 

p r o v i d e  the chief c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of the change [IN 

T H E  TIME, P L A C E  O R  S U B J E C T  M A T T E R  O F  A  MEE TI NG ]. W r i t t e n  [AT TH E N E X T  

D A I L Y  L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION,] n o t i c e  of the s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  shall be 

g i v e n  to [ANNOU NC ED BY] the c h i e f  c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  as 

a n o t i c e  in the j o u r n a l  of the house.

( f ) [(c)] A  s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  of a st a n d i n g ,  special, or joint 

c o m m i t t e e  m a y  be c a n c e l l e d  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  s c h e d u l e d  subject 

m a t t e r  m a y  be p o s t p o n e d  or c a n c e l l e d  at any time. If po ss ibl e,  n o t i c e  

of the  c a n c e l l a t i o n  shall be g i v e n  i n  the sam e m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  for 

n o t i c e  of chan ge  in (e) [(b)] of this rule.

(g) [(d)] T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) - (e) [ AN D  (b)] of this rul e do 

not a p p l y  to a standing, special, o r  joint c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  

a f t e r  the dat e a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  has b e e n  c h o s e n  to c o n s i d e r  

a m e n d m e n t s  to or d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  v e r s i o n s  of the g e n e r a l
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1 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  act. However, a p e r s o n  who chairs a standing, special,

2 o r  joint committee shall post w r i t t e n  notice of the time, place and

3 subj ec t m a t t e r  of a m e e t i n g  at least 24 hours bef o r e  the meeting.

4 (h) [(«)] T h e  provisions of (a) - [(d)] of this rule do not

5 a pp ly  to meetings of

6 (1) the Rules Committee w h e n  it meets for the purpose of

7 p r e p a r i n g  the d a i l y  calendar;

8 (2) the Committee on Committees referred to in Rule 1(e);

9 or

10 (3) standing, special, or joint committees w h e n  the commit-

11 t e e  m e e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m  b e t w e e n  s e s s i o n s  o r  d u r i n g  a s p e c i a l

12 s e s s i o n .

13 (i) [(f)] E a c h  standing, special, and joint committee

14 (1) shall record its meetings electronically a n d  prepare a

15 log of the r e c or di ng  adequate to locate specific testimony;

16 (2) s hall prepare m i n u t e s  of each m e e ti ng of the committee

17 on  a standard fo r m  prescribed jo i n t l y  by the Rules Committees of the

18 h o u s e  and the senate; the m i n ut es  shall include

19 (A) a list of the names of e a c h  member present during

20 the meeting;

21 (B) a list of the name and affiliation of each witness

22 testifying bef or e the committee;

23 (C) a brief statement of the position of the witness

24 o n  the subject testified upon; and

25 (D) each amendment formally considered by the commit-

26 tee, the na m e  of the m e m b e r  moving a do pt ion  of the amendment, the

27 action t a ke n on the amendment, and the yeas and nay s if a com-

28 mittee m e m b e r  has re quested a roll call vote on ado ption of an

29 a m e n d m e n t ;
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(3) shall m a i n t a i n  a chronological file of minutes, copies 

of w hi ch  shall be made available u p o n  request to committee members and 

the public; committee minutes, tapes and ot he r materials of re sea rc h 

value shall be de livered by the committee at the end of each s e s si on  

or each legislature to the legislative reference library for a p p r o­

priate disposition;

(4) shall [MAY] make available to the Legislative Affa ir s 

Agency a copy of all minutes of committee meetings during the s e ss io n 

for entry of the minutes as a data base on the legislative c om p u t e r  

system.

*  Sec. 5. Rule 24(b) of the Unifo rm Rules of the Alaska State L e g i s­

lature is repealed an d reenacted to read:

(b) When a bill is reported back by the last committee of r e f e r­

ral in a house without at least one "Do Pass" by a committee m e m b e r  

the presiding offic er  shall put the q ue stion "Shall the bill be r e­

ferred to the Rules Committee for placement on the calendar for s ec o n d  

reading notwithstanding the report of the committee?" The q u e s t i o n  is 

debatable and if a m ajo ri ty  of the m embership of the house v otes i n  

the negative, the bill is lost.

* Sec. 6. Rule 37 of the Unifo rm  Rules of the Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  

is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) A m e m b e r  who has introduced a b ill or resolution or, if the 

bill or resolution was sponsored by more than one member, the m e m b e r  

whose name first appears in the list of sponsors, w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  

of each  of the co-sponsors, may introduce a sponsor substitute for the 

bill or resolution at any time before the bill or resolution is r e­

port e d  from the first committee of reference. The effect of i n t r o d u c­

tion of a sponsor substitute is to w i t h d r a w  the original b ill o r  

resolution. The introduction does not require consent of the
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m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  A  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  m a y  n o t  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  

i f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  is d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l .

*  S e c .  7. R u l e  3 9 ( b )  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a ­

t u r e  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

(b) F i r s t  R e a d i n g .  T h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r e a d i n g  

a l o u d  b y  t h e  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  t h e

h o u s e  o f  o r i g i n ,  t h e  b i l l  n u m b e r ,  t h e  s p o n s o r ,  a n d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e

b i l l ,  e . g . ,  " I n  t h e  H o u s e ,  H o u s e  B i l l  No. . .., b y ........ a n d .........  A

b i l l  f o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d ,  ' A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  f o r  

s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s . ' "  T h e  b i l l  is t h e n  r e f e r r e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

t o  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e . T h e  h o u s e  m a y  b y  a m a j o r i t y  

v o t e  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e f e r  t h e  b i l l  t o  a n y  o t h e r  

s t a n d i n g  o r  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

*  S e c .  8. R u l e  4 2  of t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  rea d :

(f) A  C o n f e r e n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a C o n f e r e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  

p o w e r s  o f  f r e e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  o r  a  F r e e  C o n f e r e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  m a y  m e e t  

d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  

r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  o f  a l e g i s l a t u r e .

* S e c .  9. R u l e  5 4  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

is  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

R U L E  54. S U S P E N S I O N  O F  R U L E S .  U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r u l e ,  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  m a y  b e  s u s p e n d e d  b y  a 

c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  a t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m ­

b e r s h i p  o f  e a c h  h o u s e .  I f  e i t h e r  h o u s e  v i o l a t e s  a  u n i f o r m  r u l e  o t h e r  

t h a n  a  r u l e  c o n c e r n i n g  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n R  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  i n ­

t e r n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  h o u s e  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  o r d e r  m a y  b e  r a i s e d  i n  

t h e  o t h e r  h o u s e .  I f  it is d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  h o u s e  t h a t  t h e  U n i f o r m  

R u l e s  h a v e  b e e n  v i o l a t e d ,  t h e  b i l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e
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■

r e t u r n e d  to its h o u s e  of o r i g i n  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n

*Sec. 10. T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b e c o a e s  e ff e c t i v e  u p o n  c o n v e n i n g

3 F o u r t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e
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