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BY  T H E  RULES C O M M I T T E EIN TH E S E N A T E

CS F O R  SEN ATE  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 22 (Rules)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E SS IO N

am en d m e n t s  to R ule s

21(c), 23, 24(b), 37, 39(b) and 54 of 

the U n i f o r m  Rules of the A l a s k a  S t a t e

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

* S e c t i o n  1. Rule 16(a) of the U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  State L e g i s

(a) A  call of the h o u s e  is u s e d  to compel a t t e n d a n c e  of a b s e n t  

m e m b e r s  w h o  have not b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  e x c u s e d  fr o m  a call by a m a j o r i t y  

v o t e  of the full m e m b e r s h i p  of the h ou s e .  The jo u r n a l  shall r e f l e c t  

the n a m e s  of all m e m b e r s  e x c u s e d  fr o m  a t t e n d a n c e  and su c h  m e m b e r s

sh al l be  excu se d f ro m  all roll calls d u r i n g  su c h  absence. A  call of 

the h o u s e  m a y  be o r d e r e d  by one member . The [WHEN NO Q U O R U M  IS P R E­

SENT, THE] p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of the h o u s e  may compel the a t t e n d a n c e  of 

[INDIVIDUAL] absent m e m b e r s  not e x c u s e d  from a call of the h o u s e .

* Sec. 2. R ul e  21(c) of th e U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a­

ture is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A  r e s o l u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  special or  joint c o m m i t t e e  shall 

s p e c i f y  the budget a n d  s o u r c e  of f un ds  f o r  the co mmittee an d the date 

o r  condi ti ons  of t e r m i n a t i o n  of the c ommittee. A  s ta nd i n g  c o m m i t t e e  

m a y  m e e t  b e t w e e n  se ssions. A  s p e c i a l  or j oi nt  co mmittee m a y  meet 

d u r i n g  the sessi on  o r  b e t w e e n  sess io ns , or  both, as a u t h o r i z e d  by  the 

r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  the committee. A  standing, special, or 

joi nt  committee w h i c h  acts b e t w e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  sessions m a y  c o n s i d e r  

a n y  l e g i sl at iv e m a t t e r  w h i c h  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of
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1 the committee. A  standing, special, or joint committee w h i c h  acts

2 b e t w e e n  legislative sessions constitutes a subcommittee of the Legis-

3 lative Council for ad mi nis tr at iv e purposes. [A SP E C I A L  O R  JOINT

4 C O M M I T T E E  MAY E X P E N D  MONEY O N L Y  IN A C CO RD ANC E WITH A N  A P PR OP RI ATI ON

5 M A D E  F O R  THE W O R K  OF THE C O M M I T T E E ] .

6 * Sec. 3. Rule 23 of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the Alaska State Legislature

7 is a m e n d e d  to read:

8 R U L E  23. COMMITTEE MEETINGS. (a) Writ te n notice of the time,

9 p lac e and subject matter of all meetings of standing, special, and

10 joint committees during a w e e k  shall be p ro vided by the pers on  who

11 chairs the committee to the chief clerk or secretary by 4:00 p.m. on

12 the p r e c e d i n g  Thursday.

13 (b) The p er s o n  who chairs the committee to w h i c h  a bill or

14 r e s o l u t i o n  is first referred shall provide to the chief clerk or

15 s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n  notice of the time and place of the first public

16 h e a r i n g  on the bill or r e s o l u t i o n  at least five days be fo re  the hear-

17 ing.

18 (c) The notice re qu irements of (a) and (b) of this section

19 [HOWEVER, THIS REQUIREMENT] m a y  be waived by motion of the p e r s o n  who

20 chairs the committee to w h i c h  a bill or resolution is first referred

21 if conc urr ed  in by maj or it y vot e of the full member sh ip of the house.

22 (d) The chief clerk or secretary shall publi sh  and distribute

23 copies of the weekly s ch edule of committee meetings and of the five-

24 d ay  notice of hearing.

25 (e) [(b)] If the time or place of a committee m e e t i n R  is changed

26 from th a t  shown in the weekly schedule o f  committee meetinRS. the

27 [THE] p er s o n  wh o chairs a standing, special, or joint committee shall

28 p r o v i d e  the chief clerk or secretary w ri tt en notice of the change [IN

29 T H E  TIME, P L A C E  OR SUBJECT M A T T E R  OF A  MEETING]. W r i t t e n  [AT THE NEXT
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D A I L Y  LE GI SLATIVE SESSION,] notice of the schedule change shall be 

g i v e n  to [ANNOUNCED BY] the chief clerk or secretary and published as 

a notice in the journal of the house.

(f) [(c)] A  sche du led  meeting of a standing, special, or joint

committee may be c an celled or  consideration of the scheduled subject 

m a t t e r  may be p o s t p o n e d  o r  cancelled at any time. If possible, notice 

of the c an cellation shall be given in the same manner as pro vided for 

no t i c e  of change in (b) of this rule.

(g) [(d)] The provisi on s of (a) - (e) [AND (b)] of this rule do

not apply to a standing, special, or joint committee m e e t i n g  scheduled 

after the date a conference committee has be e n  chosen to consider

amendments to or differ en ces  between versions of the general a p p r o­

priatio n act. However, a p er s o n  who chairs a standing, special, or 

joint committee shall post w r itt en  notice of the time, place and 

subject m a t t e r  of a m e e t i n g  at least 24 hours before the meeting.

(h) [(e)] The provi si on s of (a) - (g) [(d)] of this rule do not 

apply to m ee ti ngs  of

(1) t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  it m e e t s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

p r e p a r i n g  t h e  d a i l y  c a l e n d a r ;

(2) the Com mi tt ee  on Committees referred to in Rule 1(e);

or

(3) standing, special, or joint committees w h e n  the com mi t­

tee meets d u r i n g  the in t e r i m  between sessions or d ur i n g  a special 

s e s s i o n .

(i) [(f)] Each standing, special, and joint committee

(1) shall re co r d  its meetings electronically and prepare a

log of the re cording ad equate to locate specific testimony;

(2) shall p r e par e minutes of each meeting of the committee

on a standard form p r e sc rib ed  jointly by the Rules Committees of the
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h ous e a n d  the senate; the m i n u t e s s hall include

list of the nam es  of e a c h  m e m b e r du r i n g

a list of the na m e  and a f f i l i a t i o n  of ea c h  w i t ne ss

t e s t i f y i n g  bef or e the c om mi t t e e ;

(C) a b rief s t a t e m e n t  of the p o s i t i o n  of the w i t n e s s  

o n  the subject te s t i f i e d  upon; and

(D) each a m e n d m e n t  formally c o n s i d e r e d  by the c o m m i t­

tee, the name  of the m e m b e r  m o v i n g  a d o p t i o n  of the a mendment, the

a c t i o n  t a k e n  on the am end m e n t ,  and the yeas and n ay s  if a com

m i t t e e  m e m b e r  has r e q u e s t e d  a roll call v o t e  o n  a d o p t i o n  of an

amendment

(3) shall m a i n t a i n  a c hr o n o l o g i c a l  file of m inutes, copies

of w h i c h  shall be ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  request to c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  and

the public; comm it te e mi nut es , t a pe s and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  of r e s e a r c h  

v a l u e  shall b e  d e l i v e r e d  by  the c ommittee at the e n d  of e a c h  s e s si on 

or e a c h  legislature to the l e g i s l at ive  r e f ere nc e libra ry  for a p p r o­

p r i a t e  disposition;

(4) shall [MAY] m a k e  av ailable to the L e g i s l a t i v e  Affa irs

A g e n c y  a copy of all m i n u t e s  of co mmittee mee t i n g s  d u r i n g  the sessi on

for entry of the minutes as a d at a  base on  the le g i s l a t i v e  co mp ute r

22 system.

23 * Sec. 4. Ru l e  24(b) of the U n i f o r m  Rules of the A l a s k a  State Legis-

24 lature is r epealed and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

25 (b) W h e n  a bill is r e p o r t e d  ba c k  by the last com mi tt ee  of refer-

26 ral in a h ous e without at least one "Do Pass" by a c o m mi tt ee me mb e r

27 the p r e s i d i n g  offi ce r s hall put the q u e s t i o n  "Shall the bill be re-

28 f e r r e d  to the Rules C o m m i t t e e  for p l a ce men t on  the cal en da r fo r second

29 r e a d i n g  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the report of the co mm ittee?" If a b i l l  is in
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1 t h e  s e c o n d  h o u s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  p u t  u n l e s s  a l l  c o m m i t t e e

2 r e p o r t s  i n  e i t h e r  h o u s e  a r e  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  " D o  P a s s " .  T h e

3 q u e s t i o n  is d e b a t a b l e  a n d  i f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e

4  v o t e s  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  t h e  b i l l  i s  l o s t .

5 *  S e c .  5. R u l e  3 7  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

6 i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

7 (c ) A  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  o r ,  i f  t h e

8 b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e m b e r ,  t h e  m e m b e r

9 w h o s e  n a m e  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  s p o n s o r s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e

10 o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o s p o n s o r s ,  m a y  i n t r o d u c e  a  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e

1 1  b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  at a n y  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  is r e -

12 p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n t r o d u c -

13 t i o n  o f  a  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  is t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  o r

1 4  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r -

15 sh i p  of the house. A  s p o n s o r  s ub st i t u t e  m a y  not be i nt ro d u c e d  if the

16 s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  is d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l .

17 *  S e c .  6. R u l e  3 9 ( b )  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a -

18 t u r e  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

1 9  (b) F i r s t  R e a d i n g .  T h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r e a d i n g

2 0  a l o u d  b y  t h e  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  t h e

2 1  h o u s e  o f  o r i g i n ,  t h e  b i l l  n u m b e r ,  t h e  s p o n s o r ,  a n d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e

2 2  b i l l ,  e . g . ,  " I n  t h e  H o u s e ,  H o u s e  B i l l  N o .........b y ........ a n d ............ . A

2 3  b i l l  f o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d ,  ' A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a  c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  f o r

2 4  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s . ' "  T h e  b i l l  is t h e n  r e f e r r e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r

2 5  t o  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e . T h e  h o u s e  m a y  b y  a  m a j o r i t y

2 6  v o t e  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e f e r  t h e  b i l l  t o  a n y  o t h e r

2 7  s t a n d i n g  o r  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

2 8  *  S e c .  7. R u l e  5 4  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

2 9  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

&
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R U L E  54. SUSPENSION OF  RULES. Unless otherwise pr ov id ed  for in 

the case  of a p art ic ul ar  rule, the Uniform Rules ma y be suspended by a 

c o n c u r r e n t  r eso lu ti on  ap pro ve d by a two-thirds v ot e  of the full m e m­

be r s h i p  of each house. If e i t h e r  h ou se violates a u n i f o r m  rule other 

than a ru l e  concerning m a tt ers  r el at ing  to the o r g an iz at io n or in­

ternal a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of a h o u s e  a question of order m a y  be raised in 

the o t h e r  house. If it is d e c i d e d  by the other house that the U n i f o r m  

Rules h a v e  b een violated, the bill involved in that v i o l a t i o n  shall be 

r e t u r n e d  to its house of o r i g i n  without further action.
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