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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LASKA

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to a s tatewide s y s t e m  of

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A LASKA

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  has m a n y  hi s t o r i c a l ,  recreational, and w i l d e r n e s s

trails, w a t e r w a y s ,  a n d  campsites; and

W H E R E A S  it is in the bes t  interest of the state to d e v e l o p  a s tatewide 

t r a i l s  s y s t e m  to i n c r e a s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  and

v i s i t o r s  alike; a n d

W H E R E A S  it is n e c e s s a r y  that the state d e v e l o p  a m e t h o d  of p r o t e c t i n g  

k n o w n  t r a i l s  f r o m  loss from p u b l i c  own e r s h i p ;  a nd

W H E R E A S  it is i n  the best interest of the state to protect, p r o v i d e  

for, a n d  e n h a n c e  t he use and enj o y m e n t  of p u b l i c l y  owned lan d  a nd reso u r c e s  

by the p u b l i c ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  a s t a t e w i d e  t r a i l s  s y s t e m  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  to areas of 

h i s t o r i c a l ,  n a t u r a l ,  or r e c r e a t i o n a l  interest; and

W H E R E A S  it is in the be s t  interest of the state to p r o v i d e  a m e t h o d

for the c o n n e c t i o n  of state trails w i t h  o t h e r  existing o r  p o t e n t i a l  units 

of a s t a t e w i d e  s y s t e m  of trails, i n c l u d i n g  t rails l o c a t e d  on federal or 

m u n i c i p a l  land; a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is c u r r e n t l y  no c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t atewide p l a n  for d e v e l­

opi n g  a t r a i l s  s y s t e m  or i n c l u d i n g  t r a i l s  n o m i n a t e d  by local go v e r n m e n t s  

for i n c l u s i o n  i n  the state system; a n d

W H E R E A S  t o u r i s m  constitutes a m a j o r  industry in t he state and the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  a s t a t e w i d e  s ystem of 

trails is i n  the public interest; a nd



WHEREAS it is in the best interest of the state to encourage state 

a gencies to w o r k  cooperatively to reserve a nd develop trail heads to serve 

a statewide system of trails; and

WHEREAS it is in the best interest of the state to design, designate 

and develop trails, trailheads, and public access areas in conjunction with 

the construction of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and other public works projects; and

WHEREAS it is in the best interest of the state to develop standards 

and guidelines for i nclusion of trails into a statewide system of trails; 

and

WHEREAS information to members of the public about the use and loca­

tion of state trails is n e c e s s a r y  to ensure safe and m a x imum public e n j o y­

ment of publicly owned land and resources;

BE IT RESOLVED by the A laska State L egislature that the g o v e r n o r  is 

respectfully requested to direct a ppropriate state agencies to d e v e l o p  a 

pl a n  for a comprehensive statewide system of trails that will

(1) provide for standards, procedures, and management guidelines 

for designating trails w i t h i n  a statewide trails system;

(2) provide access to areas of historical, natural, or recrea­

tional interests;

(3) protect a nd enhance the use and enjoyment of publicly owned 

land and resources by the public;

(4) protect exis t i n g  trails n o w  in public ownership and access 

from loss to the public;

(5) propose a state and local government capital improvement 

p l a n  which includes i n ter-agency coordination and cooperation in the 

design, development and m a n a gement of a statewide system of trails; and be 

it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the governor is respectfully requested to report 

to the Second Session of the Thirteenth Legislature on progress in the
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d e v e l o p m e n t  and impl e m e n t a t i o n  of a statewide trails s ystem plan, i n cluding 

rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the legislature for s tatutory changes.


