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BY V . F I S C H E R1 IN T H E  S ENATE

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 16

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  a nd u s e  of

6 m i d d l e  t u r n i n g  lanes o n  highways.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  has

9 c o n s t r u c t e d  v a r i o u s  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  and h i g h w a y s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a m i d d l e

10 t u r n i n g  lane; and

11 W H E R E A S  m a n y  of th e s e  m i d d l e  t u r n i n g  lanes are c o n s t r u c t e d  in s u c h  a

12 w ay as to e n c o u r a g e  i l l e g a l  use by m o t o r i s t s  as a p a s s i n g  lane o r  other

13 i n a p p r o p r i a t e  uses; and

14 W H E R E A S  most A l a s k a n  d r i vers are u n a w a r e  of the legal use of m i d d l e

15 t u r n i n g  lanes b e c a u s e  of inadequate d r i v e r s  e d u c a t i o n  and lack of instruc-

16 t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  their u se in the state d r i v e r s  manual; and

17 W H E R E A S  traffic s i g n a l i n g  d e v i c e s  u s e d  to desi g n a t e  m i d d l e  turning

18 lanes are o f t e n  inadequate, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in w i n t e r  w i t h  sno w  and ice cover-

19 ing street markings; and

20 W H E R E A S  re g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  u se of m i d d l e  t u r n i n g  lanes a r e  not

21 a p p l i c a b l e  w h e n  traffic sig n a l i n g  d e v i c e s  are n ot v i s i b l e  or n ot working;

22 and

23 W H E R E A S  the c o m b i n a t i o n  of these factors has made troopers h e s i t a n t  or

24 u n a b l e  to issue c i tations for illegal u se of m i d d l e  turning lanes;

25 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the legisl a t u r e  of the state of A l a s k a  requests

26 the G o v e r n o r  of the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  to instruct the Department of T ranspor-

27 t a t i o n  and P ublic F a c i l i t i e s  to construct m i d d l e  turning lanes only in

28 areas w h e r e  no other a l t e r n a t i v e  is available, in a m a n n e r  that p r e c l u d e s

29 illegal use by designs that limit the traffic flow to a p p r o p r i a t e  lanes,
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1 and m a r k  t h e m  w i t h  t r a ffic signaling devices that are v i s i b l e  and function

2 in all w e a t h e r  and t r a ffic conditions; and be it

3 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Department of T r a n s p ortation and Public

4 Facilities, D e p a rtment of Public Safety, and m u n i c i palities with middle

5 turning lanes e s t a b l i s h  a cooperative agreement on the u s e  and construction

6 of m iddle t u r n i n g  lanes, and the e d ucation of drivers regarding their

7 p roper u s e .


