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1 III THE SENATE B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 (Rules) a m  H

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  J o i n t  S p e cial C o m m i t t e e  

on L e g i s l a t i v e  Reform.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

8 W H E R E A S  the rules, customs, p r otocol, d e c o r u m  a n d  stat u t e s  g o v e r n i n g

9 the w o r k  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  are of great i m p o r t a n c e  to the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a

10 and the Legislature; and

11 W H E REAS b r o a d  p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  in le g i s l a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  can h e l p

12 assure respect for the rule of law itself; a n d

13 W H E R E A S  there has a l r eady o c c u r r e d  a significant ai>d w i d e s p r e a d  p u b l i c

14 dialogue r e g a r d i n g  l e g i s lative p r o cedure, r e f l e c t i n g  the d e s i r e  of A l a s k a n s

15 to further e n c o u r a g e  confidence in the l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  to stream-

16 line e x penditures a n d  time spent in the le g i s l a t i v e  process, c o n sistent

17 w i t h  the nee d  for a d e q u a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of p u b l i c  p o l i c y  issues b e f o r e  the

18 Legislature, w i t h  p r o v i s i o n  for p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  and

19 WHEREAS, w h i l e  the L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  f r o m  time to time m o d i f i e d  its

20 procedures, a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  of l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  a nd p r actices

21 w i t h  p u b l i c  i n v o l vement is needed; a n d

22 W H E REAS the w o r k  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  takes pl a c e  in a con s t a n t l y  c h a n g -

23 ing techn o l o g i c a l  a n d  d e m o g r a p h i c  c o n t e x t , w h i c h  f u r t h e r  w a r r a n t s  a r e v i e w

24 of legislative p r o c e dures;

25 ' .BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that a Joint Special

26 Committee o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f o r m  is e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  of three m e m bers

27 of the Senate a p p o i n t e d  b y  the P r e s i d e n t  of the S enate and th r e e  m e a & e r s  of

28 t m !  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  to

29 a n a l y s e  and r e v i e w  e x i s t i n g  p rocedures, budget p rocedures, rules, customs,

C S S C R  2(Rls) a m  H



1 p r o t o c o l ,  d e c o r u m ,  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  to r e p o r t

2 i t s  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  a d e q u a c y  a n d  f i t n e s s ,  a n d

3 t o  r e c o m m e n d  s u c h  c h a n g e s  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e

4  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  p r o m o t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  

3 p e o p l e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ;  

6 a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h e n  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o

8 t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t e p s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  to i n v o l v e  r e p r e s e n -

9 t a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  its d e l i b e r a t i o n s ;  a n d  b e  it

It) F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e  d i r e c t e d  to r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s

11 a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  e t h i c s  l e g i s l a t i o n

12 t o  t h e  f u l l  L e g i s l a t u r e  by  A p r i l  1, 1983; a n d  b e  it

13 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  b e  d i r e c t e d  to s u b m i t  it s f i n a l

14 r e p o r t  to  t h e  f u l l  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  s h a l l  t e r m i n a t e  o n  A p r i l  15

15 u p o n  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  its f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h e v e r  c o m e s  first.


