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IV T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

E s t a b l i s h i n g  a Jo i n t  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reform.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the rules, customs, p r otocol, d e c o r u m  a n d  s t a t u t e s  g o v e r n i n g  

the w o r k  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  are of great i m p o r t a n c e  to the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a

10 a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e ;  and

11 W H E R E A S  b r o a d  p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  in l e g i s l a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  can h e l p

12 a ssure r e s p e c t  for the rule of l a w  itself; a n d

13 W H E R E A S  there has a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  p u b l i c

14 d i a l o g u e  r e g a r d i n g  legislative pro c e d u r e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t he d e s i r e  of A l a s k a n s

15 to f u r t h e r  enco u r a g e  c o n f i d e n c e  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  to

16 st r e a m l i n e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d  time spent in t he l e g i s l a t i v e  process, con-

17 sistent w i t h  the nee d  f or a d e q u a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e s

18 b e f o r e  the Legislature, w i t h  p r o v i s i o n  for p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  and

19 W H E R E A S ,  w h i l e  the L e g i s l a t u r e  has fr o m  time to time m o d i f i e d  its

20 p r o c e dures, a compr e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  of l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  and p r a c t i c e s

21 w i t h  p u b l i c  involvement is needed; and

22 W H E R E A S  the w o r k  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  ta k e s  pl a c e  in a c o n s tantly chang-

23 ing t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and d e m o g r a p h i c  context, w h i c h  f u r t h e r  w a r r a n t s  a  r e v i e w

24  of l e g i s l a t i v e  procedures;

25 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that a Joint S p e c i a l

26 C o m m i t t e e  o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f o r m  is e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  of three m e m b e r s

27 of the S e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  by the P resident o f  the S e n a t e  and three mestbers of

28 the H o u s e  of Repr e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  by the S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  to

29  analyze a n d  review exis t i n g  procedures, rules, customs, protocol, d e c o r u m ,
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court d e c i s i o n s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  and to report its find i n g s  to the 

L e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  a d e q u a c y  a nd fitness, a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  s u c h  

changes o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  i f  a ny t h e r e  be, w h i c h  i n  t he j u d g m e n t  of the 

c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  p r o m o t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  a nd a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  to the 

p e o p l e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  e f f i c i e n c y  in t h e  l e g i s lative b r a n c h  o f  government; 

a nd b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m ittee, w h e n  c o nstituted, b e  dire c t e d  to

take a p p r o p r i a t e  s t e p s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  rules to i n v o l v e  r e p r e s e n­

tat i v e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  in its d e l i b e rations; a nd b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t he c o m m i t t e e  is a u t h o r i s e d  to m e e t  d uring t he 

s e s s i o n  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  is t e r m i n a t e d  o n  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  the Fi r s t  

S e s s i o n  o f  t he T h i r t e e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  or u p o n  the s u b m i s s i o n  o f  its final 

report, w h i c h e v e r  c o m e s  first.


