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1 I N  THE S E N A T E  BY JOSEPHSON

2 SENATE BIL L  NO. 303

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L EGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of social wor k  and

7 estab l i s h i n g  the B o a r d  of Social Worker Examiners;

8 and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effective date."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 .01.010 is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

11 (24) Board of Social W o r k e r  Examiners (AS 08.87.010)

12 * Sec. 2. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

13 (21) Board of Social W o r k e r  Examiners (AS 08.87.010) --

14 June 30, 1988.

15 * Sec. 3. AS 08 is amended by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

16 C H A PTER 87. S OCIAL WORKERS.

17 ARTICLE 1. BO A R D  OF SOCIAL W ORKER EXAMINERS.

18 Sec. 08.87.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is

19 c r e ated a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of three m a s t e r

20 social workers, at least one of w h o m  is engaged in the private prac-

2 1  tice of social work, one bachelor social worker, and one public mem-

22 ber. Professional members shall be licensed u n d e r  this chapter. To

23 the extent possible m e m b e r s  shall be appointed from different geo-

24 g r a p h i c  regions of the state. A m e m b e r  who has served two successive

25 full terms may not be reappointed until four years after the expira-

26 t i o n  of the second term.

27 Sec. 08.87.020. T E R M  OF OFFICE. Each m e m b e r  of the board serves

28 for a term of four years and until the member's successor is appointed

29 and qualified. An appointment to a vacancy is for the une x p i r e d



■

1 portion of the term.

2 Sec. 08.87.030. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall meet at least

3 two times a year. The board may hol d  special meetings at the call of

A the c h a i r m a n  or of a majority of the board members.

5 Sec. 08.87.0A0. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The board shall elect

6 from a m o n g  its members a chairman and a secretary to serve for a term ’•

7 not e x c e e d i n g  two years. r

8 Sec. 08.87.050. REMOVAL OF B O A R D  MEMBERS. The governor may

9 remove a member of the board for cause. The bo a r d  may by regulation
•

10 provide that unexcused absences from meetings are cause for removal.

11 Sec. 08.87.060. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. (a) The board

12 shall •

13 (1) provide for the examination of eligible applicants for c  1

1A licenses under this chapter; ■

15 (2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the

16 governor, including a statement of money received and disbursed;

17 (3) establish standards for specialty designations for the

18 private practice of social work and authorize speciality designations
'

19 on licenses issued under this chapter;

20 (A) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions against

21 a p e r s o n  who violates this chapter, an order of the board, or a regu­

22 lation of the board;

23 (5) adopt regulations relating to requirements for the

2A supervision of persons engaged in social work under this chapter who

25 are not master social workers;

26 (6) adopt regulations requiring proof of continued compe­

27 tency before a license is renewed;

28 (7) adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this
W

29 chapter.

SB 303 -2- I



ARTICLE 2. LIC E N S I N G  O F  SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.87.100. L ICENSING OF S O C I A L  WORKERS. (a) A  person is 

eligible for a license as a b a c h e l o r  social worker if the person

(1) is in good p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing and is fit to practice

social w o r k  as de t e r m i n e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  of the board;

(2) has p a s s e d  the state examination;

(3) provides three r e f e r e n c e s  acceptable to the board;

(4) has a bachelor's d e g r e e  from a school of social w o r k  

ac c r e d i t e d  by the Council on Social W o r k  Education.

(b) A  person is eligible for a license as a master social w o r k e r  

if the p e r s o n  meets the r e quirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this section 

and has a doctorate or master's d e g r e e  from a school of social w o r k  

a c c r e d i t e d  by the Council on S ocial Wor k  Education.

Sec. 08.87.110. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A  person licensed as a 

b a c h e l o r  or master social w o r k e r  m a y  provide services that enhance 

social functioning for individuals, families, groups, o r  communities 

guided b y  professional social w o r k  ethics, knowledge and intervention 

methods. The services provided m a y  include

(1) i d e n t i fication and evaluation of social problems;

(2) d e v e loping statistics and data on social problems;

(3) assisting p eople and organizations to solve problems 

r e l a t i n g  to social functioning;

(4) client advocacy;

(5) d e v eloping c o m m u n i t y  resources relating to social

s e r v i c e s ;

(6) plann i n g  and admin i s t e r i n g  social services programs.

(b) A bache l o r  social w o r k e r  m ay practice only u n d e r  supervision 

in accordance w i t h  regulations of the board.

(c) A m a s t e r  social w o r k e r  m ay provide



*

r - .

1 (1) t h e r a p e u t i c  counseling;

2 (2) c o n s u l t a t i o n  regarding social s e r v i c e  programs and the

3 p r o v i s i o n  of social services.

4 (d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  e n g a g e  in the private u n s u p e r v i s e d  practice of

5 social w o r k  only if

6 (1) the p e r s o n  is licensed as a m a s t e r  social worker;

7 (2) the p e r s o n  has completed at least two years of post-

8 g r a d u a t e  s u p ervised exp e r i e n c e  approved by the b o a r d  in the field of

9 s p ecialty in w h i c h  the p e r s o n  engages as a p r i v a t e  practitioner;

10 (3) the b o a r d  has approved the spec i a l t y  in which the

11 p e r s o n  may engage as a p r i v a t e  practitioner and authorizes design a t i o n

12 of the speciality o n  the person's license;

13 (4) the license bearing a d e s i g n a t i o n  of speciality is 1

14 p r o m i n e n t l y  d i s p l a y e d  in the place the p e r s o n  engages in private

15 practice;

16 (5) the p e r s o n  limits the private p r a c t i c e  of social w o r k

17 to the des i g n a t e d  specialty.

18 (e) Only a m a s t e r  social w o r k e r  des i g n a t e d  to e n g a g e  in t h e

19 s p e c iality field of clinical social wor k  may p r a c t i c e  psychotherapy.

20 Sec. 08.87.120. L I C E N S E  BY CREDENTIALS. T h e  board may p r o v i d e

21 for licensing a p e r s o n  as a bach e l o r  or m a ster social w o r k e r  w i t h o u t

22 e x a m i n a t i o n  if the p e r s o n

23 (1) is a g r a d u a t e  of a school of s o c i a l  work accredited b y

24 the Council o n  Social W o r k  Education;

25 (2) h a s  an active license to p r a c t i c e  s ocial work in

26 another state, t e r r i t o r y  or country with requirements at the time of

27 the original lic e n s u r e  that were similar to o r  higher t h a n  those of

28 this state; 1 J

29 (3) is not the subject of an u n r e s o l v e d  complaint, r e v i e w
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procedure, or disciplinary proceeding un d e r t a k e n  by a professional 

social w o r k e r  association or regulatory authority;

(4) has not failed the examination of this state;

(5) has not previously h ad a license to practice social

wor k  revoked in this or another jurisdiction;

(6) submits proof of continued competence as required by

regulation of the board;

(7) pays all required fees.

Sec. 08.87.130. LICENSE R E N EWAL REQUIRED. A  license i s sued 

under this chapter shall lapse after four years unless it is renewed.

Sec. 08.87.140. FEES. The following fees are imposed under this 

c h a p t e r :

(1) a p p l i c a t i o n ................................................. $ 25

(2) license by e x a m i n a t i o n .................................... 100

(3) license by c r e d e n t i a l s ....................................  50

(4) license r e n e w a l .............................................  200

(5) r e e x a m i n a t i o n ...............................................  75

ARTICLE 3. PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES.

Sec. 08.87.200. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person may not engage 

in the practice of social work unless the person is licensed under 

this chapter.

(b) N o t withstanding (a) of this section, a p erson may engage in 

social w o r k  if the p erson is a

(1) student enrolled in a p r o gram of social w o r k  that leads 

to a degree, engages in social work in the course of completing the 

program, and is supervised in accordance with regulations of the 

b o a r d ;

(2) new employee on probationary status, is supervised in 

accordance with regulations of the board, and has not be e n  e n g a g e d  in
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1  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s ;

2  ( 3 )  q u a l i f i e d  m e m b e r  o f  a n o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  i s  e n g a g e d

3  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  o n l y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e

4  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .

5  ( c )  U n l e s s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  u s e  t h e

6  t i t l e  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  o r  a  t i t l e ,  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  o r  d e v i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  o r

7  t e n d i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  o r  p r a c t i c e s

8  s o c i a l  w o r k .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  u s e  t h e  l e t t e r s  L B S W  a s  p a r t  o f  a  t i t l e

9  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  l i c e n s e d  a s  a  b a c h e l o r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h i s

1 0  c h a p t e r .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  u s e  t h e  l e t t e r s  L M S W  a s  p a r t  o f  a  t i t l e

1 1  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  l i c e n s e d  a s  a  m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h i s

1 2  c h a p t e r .

1 3  S e c .  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 1 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .  A  s o c i a l

1 4  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  n o t  r e v e a l  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a

1 5  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a d e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  b y  a  c l i e n t  a b o u t  a  m a t t e r

1 6  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  t h e  c l i e n t  h a s  e m p l o y e d  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  i n  a  p r o -

1 7  f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  i f  t h e

1 8  ( 1 )  c l i e n t  p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  t o

1 9  r e v e a l  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;

2 0  ( 2 )  c l i e n t  i s  i n c o m p e t e n t  a n d  t h e  g u a r d i a n  o r  p e r s o n a l

2 1  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  t o  r e v e a l

2 2  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;

2 3  ( 3 )  c l i e n t  i s  d e a d  a n d  a  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  a n  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y

2 4  o n  t h e  c l i e n t ' s  l i f e  p r o v i d e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  t o

2 5  r e v e a l  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;

2 6  ( 4 )  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  a  c r i m e  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d

2 7  o r  r e v e a l s  a n  i n t e n t  t o  c o m m i t  a  c r i m e ;

2 8  ( 5 )  c l i e n t  i s  a  m i n o r ,  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h a t  t h e

2 9  c l i e n t  w a s  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  c r i m e  o r  h a r m f u l  a c t ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r
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reveals the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  only d u r i n g  the course of a n  official ex a m­

ination, trial or other p r o c e e d i n g  in w h i c h  the c o m m ission of the 

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client b r i n g s  charges against the s ocial w orker and the 

social worker reveals the c o m m unication only as n e c e s s a r y  to defend 

the c h a r g e s .

Sec. 08.87.220. G R O U N D S  F OR IMPOSITION OF DISCIP L I N A R Y  S A N C­

TIONS. After a hearing, the board may impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanction 

on a person licensed u n d e r  this chapter whe n  the b o a r d  finds that the 

licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or i ntentional m i s r e p r e s e n t a­

tion in the course of p r o v i d i n g  professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  professional services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(4) has b e e n  convicted of a felony or other crime that 

affects the licensee's ability to continue to p r a c t i c e  competently and 

s a f e l y ;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or negligently e n g a g e d  in or permitted 

the performance of s o c i a l  work by persons under the licensee's s u p e r­

visio n  that does not c o n f o r m  to m i n imum p r o f e s s i o n a l  standards r e g a r d­

less of whether actual injury occurred;

(6) failed to comply with this chapter, wit h  a regulation 

adopted under this chapter, or w i t h  an order of the board;

(7) c o n t i n u e d  to practice after b e c o m i n g  unfit due to

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  incompetence;

(B) f a i lure to keep informed of current professional
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1 practices;

2 (C) a d diction or s e v e r e  dependency on alcohol or other

3 drugs that impairs the ability to practice safely;

4 (D) physical or m e n t a l  disability;

5 (8) engaged in lewd or i m m o r a l  conduct in connection w i t h

6 the delivery of profes s i o n a l  service.

7 Sec. 08.87.230. D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANCTIONS. (a) When it finds that

8 a licensee is guilty of an offense u n d e r  AS 08.87.220, the b o a r d  m ay

9 impose the fol l o w i n g  sanctions s i n g l y  or in combination:

10 (1) pe r m a n e n t l y  revoke a license to practice;

11 (2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

12 (3) censure a licensee;

13 (4) issue a letter of reprimand;

14 (5) place a licensee on p r o b a t i o n a r y  status and require the

15 licensee to

16 (A) report regularly to the board upon matters involv-

17 ing the ba s i s  of probation;

18 (B) limit practice to those areas prescribed;

19 (C) continue p r o f e s s i o n a l  education until a satisfac-

20 tory d e g r e e  of skill has b e e n  atta i n e d  in those areas d e t e r m i n e d

21 by the b o a r d  to need improvement;

22 (6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

23 licensee.

24 (b) The board may withd r a w  p r o b a t i o n a r y  status if it finds that

25 the d e f i c i e n c i e s  that required the sanc t i o n  have been remedied.

26 (c) The board may summarily suspend a license before final

27 h e a r i n g  or d u r i n g  the appeal p r o cess if the board finds that the

28 licensee poses a clear and immediate danger to the public h e a l t h  and

29 s afety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license
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1 is s u s p e n d e d  under this section shall be entitled to a hearing by the

2 board no later than seven days after the effective date of the order.

3 The p e r s o n  m a y  appeal the suspension after a hearing to a court of

4 competent jurisdiction.

5 (d) The board m a y  reinstate a license that has been suspended or

6 revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able

7 to p r a c t i c e  with reasonable skill and safety.

8 (e) The board shall seek consistency in the application of

9 d i s c i p l i n a r y  sanctions, and significant departure from prior decisions

10 involving similar situations shall be explained in findings of fact or

11 orders.

12 Sec. 08.87.240. PENALTY. (a) A person who violates this chap-

13 ter is g u i l t y  of a class B misdemeanor.

14 (b) The board may seek to enjoin or restrain a person not li-

15 censed u n d e r  this chapter or wh o s e  license is suspended, revoked, or

16 expired f r o m  vio l a t i n g  this chapter.

17 A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS.

18 Sec. 08.87.300. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

19 (1) "board" means the Board of Social Worker Examiners;

20 (2) "department" means the Department of Commerce and

21 Economic Development.

22 * Sec. 4. AS 44.62.330(a) is a m e nded by adding a new paragraph to read:

23 (52) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

24 * Sec. 5. Within 30 days after the effective date of this Act the

25 governor shall appoint initial members to the Board of Social Worker Exam-

26 iners. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 08.87.010 as enacted in sec. 3 of this Act,

27 initial m e m b e r s  shall consist of three persons that have a doctorate or

28 master's d e g r e e  from a school of social work accredited by the Council on

29 Social Work Education, at least one of whom is engaged in the private



1 practice of social work, one person with a bachelor's degree from a school

2 of social work accredited by the Council on Social Work Education, and one

3 public member. Notwithstanding AS 08.87.020 as enacted in sec. 3 of this

A Act, one initial member shall serve a one-year term, one initial member

5 shall serve a two-year term, one initial member shall serve a three-year

6 term, one initial member shall serve a four-year term, and one initial

7 member shall serve a five-year term as determined by the governor.

8 * Sec. 6. A  person who meets the requirements under AS 08.87.100(a)(1),

9 (3) and (A) enacted in sec. 3 of this Act may apply for and receive a

10 license as a bachelor social worker. A person who has not passed the state

11 examination under AS 08.87.100(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements

12 of AS 08.87.100(b) may apply for and receive a license as a master social

13 worker. An application for a license under this section must be filed 

1A before July 1, 1985.

15 * Sec. 7. This Act takes effect July 1, 1983.


