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2 S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 2 4 1

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESS IO N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

7 e f f e c t i v e  da te . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b ) ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

10 (1) t h e r e a f t e r ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  the e v i d e n c e

11 of  a d o p t i o n  o r  l e g i t i m a t i o n  are n o t  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  e x c e p t  u p o n

12 o r d e r  of t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ; h o w e v e r ,  t h e  state r e g i s t r a r  [OR A S  PRO-

13 V I D E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N ;  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N ]  s hal l a l l o w  i n s p e c t i o n

14 b y  a n  a g en t of the s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i n g  in the p e r f o r -

15 m a n c e  of t h e  a g e n t 's [HIS] o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

16 * Sec. 2. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  se ct io ns  to read:

17 A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

18 Sec. 1 8 .5 0. 500 . A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) If a b i o -

19 l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  for a b i r t h

20 o c c u r r i n g  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, h a s  n o t  filed w i t h  the s t at e r e g i s -

21 t r a r  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of

22 b i r t h  m a y  b e  d i s c l o s e d ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  m a y  not d i s c l o s e  t h e

23 i n f o r m a t i o n  on that b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  u n l e s s

24 d i s c l o s u r e  is o r d e r e d  by the c o u r t  u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 .

25 (b) The s tat e r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g

26 the  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  of an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 y e a r s  of age o r  o l d e r

27 if the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  has f i l e d  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  o n

28 th e o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  m a y  be  d i s c l o s e d .

29 (c) The s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  of a
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1 p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, a n d  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  who is 18

2 y e a r s  of a g e  o r  o l d e r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, the f o l l o w i n g  n o n i d e n t i -

3 f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a s t a n d a r d  form p r e p a r e d  by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

4 r e g a r d i n g  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  n a m e d  o n  th e o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of

5 b i r t h  if t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a va il ab le :

6 (1) t h e  a ge  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  at t h e  b i r t h  of the

7 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b u t  n ot  the b i r t h  d a t e  of th e b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

8 (2) t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t he  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  including:

9 (A) n a t i o n a l  origin;

10 (B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  and

11 (C) race;

12 (3) t h e  h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of the b i o l o g i c a l  pa ren t a n d  of

13 b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  of  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

14 (4) e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is the n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of school com-

15 p l e t e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  at the time  of t h e  b i r t h  of the

16 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

17 (5) g e n e r a l  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  at

18 the t i m e  o f  t h e  b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n  t e r m s  of h e ig ht ,

19 w e i g h t ,  c o l o r  o f  hair, eyes, skin, and o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  of a s i m i l a r

20 n a t ur e;

21 (6) t al en ts , h o b b i e s ,  and  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the bio-

22 l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

23 (7) th e e x i s t e n c e  of a n o t h e r  c h i l d  or c h i l d r e n  of the

24 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

25 (8) w h e t h e r  t he  p a r e n t a l  ri gh ts  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent

26 w e r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  o r  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  t e r m i n a t e d ;

27 (9) the  r e l i g i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

28 (10) the legal r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  if any, b e t w e e n  the b i o l o g i c a l

29 p a r e n t s .
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(d) The state r e g i s t r a r  shall, on the r e q u e s t  of an adopted 

p e r s o n  o v e r  the age of 18 years, a t t a c h  to the o r i g i n a l  birth c e r t i f i­

cate of the ad o p t e d  p e r s o n  the c u r re nt  address and  n a m e  of the adopted 

person. The i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  be

r e l e a s e d  to the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of the adopt ed  pers on .

(e) The s t at e r e g i s t r a r  shall, o n  the request of a b io lo g i c a l

pare nt,  a t t a c h  to th e or ig i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i fi ca te of the child of the

b i o l o g i c a l  parent the  current a d dr ess  and na m e  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  

parent. The i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  ma y be

r e l e a s e d  to the c h i l d  of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent.

Sec. 18.50.510. M A I N T E N A N C E  OF RECORDS. (a) The commissioner, 

a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  agen cy , and a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law or r eg ul a t i o n  

to p l a c e  a p e r s o n  for a d o p t i o n  shall furni sh  the s t a t e  re g i s t r a r  the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u nde r A S  18.50.- 

500(c) for all a d o p t i o n s  that o c c u r  af te r J a n u a r y  1, 1984. If the

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  pare nts  r e q u i r e d  u nder A S  18.50.- 

500(c) is r e q u e s t e d  but is not av a i l a b l e  for a d o p t i o n s  that occurred 

b e f o r e  J an ua ry  1, 1984, the st at e re g i s t r a r  s hall request the c o m m i s­

si o n e r  to attempt to o b t a i n  th e r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  from the child 

a d o p t i o n  agency, recor ds  of t he  commissioner, or  court a d o p t i o n  r e­

cords, or a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by law or r e g u l a t i o n  to place a p er s o n  

for adoption.

(b) A c h i l d  a do pt i o n  a g e n c y  licensed u n d e r  A S  47 .3 5. 100  and a 

p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by law or r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  a p e r s o n  for a doption 

shall m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 18 .50 . 5 0 0 ( c )  a n d  by the 

reg u l a t i o n s  of the  commis sio ne r.  If a child a d o p t i o n  a ge n c y  or a 

p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law or r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  a per so n for ad op t i o n  

ceases to p lac e p e rs on s for ad option, it shall t r a n s f e r  its records to 

the commissioner.
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(1) " a d o p t i v e  pa r e n t "  m e a n s  a parent w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n  

u n d e r  A S  25.23;

(2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a b i r t h  p a r e n t  w h o  is n a m e d

o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  of an a d o p t e d  person;

(3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  means a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

li ce n s e d  u n d e r  A S  47.35 .1 00;

(4) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d

social se r v i c e s ;

(5) " s t a t e  r eg is t r a r "  m e a n s  the state r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d  

under A S  18.50.030.

*  Sec. 3. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The r e q u i r e d  consent to a d o p t i o n  shall be e x e c u t e d  at any 

time a f t e r  the b i r t h  of the c h i l d  i n  the p r e s e n c e  of the court or i n

the p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to take a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  T h e

consent is not v a l i d  unless

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0

(1) the consent f o r m  s t a t e s  that the p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to 

consent to a d o p t i o n  u n de r AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  has the right to w i t h d r a w  t ha t  

consent as p r o v i d e d  in A S 2 5 . 2 3 .070(b); and

(2) the  p e r s o n  s i g n i n g  th e consent is p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c o p y  

of the consent.

* Sec. 4. AS  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(b) The p a p e r s  and r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to t he  a d o p t i o n  that a r e  a 

part o f  the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of th e court are subje ct to i n s p e c t i o n  

only u p o n  c ons en t of the court. T h e  papers o r  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  

a d o p t i o n  that a r e  in a file in the dep ar t m e n t  or in a n  a g e n c y  a r e  

s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  only w i t h  c o ns en t of all  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  o r  

by o r d e r  of th e court for g o o d  c a u s e  shown. E xc e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in 

this se ct ion , a d o p t i o n  r e c or ds of the B u r e a u  of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s
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e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  18.50 are subject to i n s p e c t i o n  under the p r o­

vi s i o n s  of AS 18.50.

* Sec. 5. AS 25.23.150(c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) Except as aut h o r i z e d  in w r i t i n g  by the adopted child if 14 

or m o r e  years of age, or by the adoptive parent, or upo n  order of the 

court for good cause shown [IN E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] , no p e r s o n  may [IS 

R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  or identity of either an adoptive 

p a r e n t  or an a d o p t e d  child.

*  Sec. 6. AS 25.23 is amended b y  adding a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 25.23.185. R E C O R D S  A N D  INFORMATION. (a) The clerk of the 

s u p e r i o r  court, the department, or the p e r s o n  placing a child f or 

a d o p t i o n  shall o b t a i n  from e a c h  kn o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  parent of the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  for the state r e gistrar

(1) the i n f o r m a t i o n  listed in AS 18.50.500(c) on a f o r m

p r e p a r e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2) a statement as to w h e t h e r  the adopted p e r s o n  may h a v e  

access to in f o r m a t i o n  on the original c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  when the 

p e r s o n  is 18 years of age or older;

(3) a statement that indicates the biological parent has

b e e n  informed that the state registrar mus t  attach the biological 

p are n t ' s  current name and address to the orig i n a l  birth certificate at 

any time the b i o logical parent wishes to have a current address 

attached; and

(4) a statement w h i c h  indicates the biological parent has

b e e n  informed that the child, after r e a c h i n g  18 years of age, may ha v e  

a current name and address attached to the original b i r t h  certificate.

(b) The statement and the i n f o r m a t i o n  provided by a b i o logical 

p arent un d e r  (a) of this s e c tion shall be attached to the orig i n a l  

b i r t h  certificate of the a d o pted person.
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1 (c) T h e  biological parent shall be given a copy of a statement

2 prov i d e d  u n d e r  (a)(2) of this section.

3 (d) The biological parent of a child p l a c e d  for adoption m ay

4 change a statement filed under (a)(2) of this s e c t i o n  at any time and

5 this option of the biological parent shall be s t a t e d  on the copy of

6 the statement provided to the biological parent un d e r  (c) of this sec-

7 tion.

8 * Sec. 7. This Act takes effect January 1, 1984.

*
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