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2 S E N A T E  B ILL NO. 241

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  entitled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to adoption; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an

7 e f f e c t i v e  date."

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE  S T A T E  OF ALAS KA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 2 0 ( b ) ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (1) th e r e a f t e r ,  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  and t h e  e v i d e n c e

11 o f  a d o p t i o n  or l e g i t i m a t i o n  are n o t  subject to i ns pe ct io n e x c e p t  u p o n

12 o r d e r  of the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ; h ow e v e r ,  the s t a t e  r e g i st ra r [OR A S  PRO-

13 V I D E D  B Y  R E G U L A T I O N ;  H O W E V E R ,  TH E R EG U L A T I O N ]  shall a l l o w  i n s p e c t i o n

14 b y  a n  agent of t h e  state o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  acting i n  t h e  perfor-

15 m a n c e  of the a g e n t ' s  [HIS] o f f i c i a l  duties;

16 * Sec. 2. AS 1 8 . 5 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  se ct io ns to read:

17 A R T I C L E  6. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  INFORMATION.

18 Sec. 18.50.500. A C C E S S  TO A D O P T I O N  INFORMATION. (a) I f  a bio-

19 l o g i c a l  p ar e n t  n a m e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  for  a b i r t h

20 o c c u r r i n g  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, has  not f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  regis-

21 t r a r  a s t a t e m e n t  that t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t he  original c e r t i f i c a t e  of

22 b i r t h  ma y be d is cl o s e d ,  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  may not d i s c l o s e  the

23 i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  that b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  to a n  adopted p e r s o n  unless

24 d i s c l o s u r e  is o r d e r e d  b y  the c o u r t  un der  A S  25.23.150.

25 (b) T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g

26 t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  of an a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  18 years of ag e o r  older

27 if th e b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  has f i l e d  a st a t e m e n t  that the  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n

28 t h e  or ig i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  may be d isclosed.

2 9  (c) T h e  state r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  of a
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1 p e r s o n  a d o p t e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, a n d  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w h o  is 18

2 y e a r s  o f  age  o r  o l d e r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, the f o l l o w i n g  n o n i d e n t i -

3 f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a s ta ndard f o r m  p r e p a r e d  by  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r

4  r e g a r d i n g  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  parent n a m e d  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of

5 b i r t h  if t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is avail abl e:

6 (1) t h e  ag e of the b i o l o g i c a l  parent at t h e  b i r t h  o f  the

7 a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b u t  n o t  the b i r t h  d a t e  of  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent;

8 (2) the  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a re nt , in cluding:

9 (A) n a t i o n a l  origin;

10 (B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

11 (C) race;

12 (3) e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is the n u m b e r  of y e a r s  of s c h o o l  com-

13 p l e t e d  b y  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent at t he  time of the b i r t h  of the

14 a d o p t e d  p e rs on ;

1 5  ( 4 )  g e n e r a l  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a t

16 the t i m e  of th e b i r t h  of the a d o p t e d  per so n i n  t erms of height,

1 7 w e i gh t, c o l o r  of hair, eyes, skin, a n d  other i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r

18 n a t u r e ;

19  ( 5 )  t a l e n t s ,  h o b b i e s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  b i o -

20 l o g i c a l  p a r ent ;

21 (6) th e exist en ce  of a n o t h e r  child or  c h i l d r e n  of the

22 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

2 3  ( 7 )  w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t

24 w e r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  o r  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  te r m i n a t e d ;

25 (8) t h e  rel i g i o n  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a re nt ;

26 (9) t he  h e a l t h  h i s t o r y  of the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a n d  of

27 b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  of the b i o l o g i c a l  pare nt ;

28 (10) t h e  legal r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  if any, b e t w e e n  the  b i o l o g i c a l

29 p a r e n t s .
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1 (d) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  sh al l,  o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  of a n  a d o p t e d

2 p e r s o n  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of  18 y e a r s ,  a t t a c h  to  the o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i -

3 c a t e  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .

4  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e

5 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .

6 (e) T h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  shal l, o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a  b i o l o g i c a l

7 p a r e n t ,  a t t a c h  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  o f  t h e

8 b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  o f  th e b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .  T h e

9 i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  to t h e

10 c h i l d  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .

11 Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  R E C O R D S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,

12 a  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  a n d  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n

13 t o  p l a c e  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  t h e

14 i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . -

15 5 0 0 ( c )  f or a l l  a d o p t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1984. If t h e

16 i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . -

17 5 0 0 ( c )  is r e q u e s t e d  b u t  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  for a d o p t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d

18 b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  t h e  c o m m i s -

19 s i o n e r  to a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  th e r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c h i l d

20 a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  r e c o r d s  o f  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  o r  c o u r t  a d o p t i o n  r e -

21 c o r d s ,  o r  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  a p e r s o n

22 f o r  adop ti on .

23 (b) A  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  a n d  a

2 4  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n

25 s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ( c )  a n d  b y  t h e

26 r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .  I f  a  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  o r  a

27 p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  a  p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n

28 c e a s e s  to p l a c e  p e r s o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  it s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  it s r e c o r d s  t o

29 t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .
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1  Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0

2  (1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n

3 u n d e r  A S  2 5. 2 3 ;

4  (2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a  b i r t h  p a r e n t  w h o  is n a m e d

5  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

6 (3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y

7 l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

8  (4) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d

9  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

1 0  (5) " s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r "  m e a n s  t h e  state r e g i s t r a r  a p p o i n t e d

1 1  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .

1 2  *  Sec. 3. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

1 3  (a) T h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  shall b e  e x e c u t e d  at a n y

1 4  t i m e  a f t e r  the b i r t h  of t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  c ou rt  o r  i n

1 5  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  take a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  T h e

1 6  c o n s e n t  is not  v a l i d  u n l e s s

1 7  (1) t h e  c o n s e n t  f o r m  s t a t e s  that the p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to

1 8  c o n s e n t  t o  a d o p t i o n  u n d e r  A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 4 0  h a s  the r i g h t  to w i t h d r a w  t h a t

19  c o n s e n t  as p r o v i d e d  in A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( b ) ;  a n d

2 0  (2) t h e  p e r s o n  s i g n i n g  the  c o ns en t is p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c o p y

2 1  o f  t h e  c o n s e n t .

2 2  * Sec. 4. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  read:

2 3  (b) T h e  p a p e r s  and r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to the a d o p t i o n  that a r e  a

2 4  p a r t  of  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of the c o u r t  are s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n

2 5  o n l y  u p o n  c o n s e n t  of  the co ur t. T h e  p a p e r s  or r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e

2 6  a d o p t i o n  that  a r e  i n  a f i l e  in  the d e p a r t m e n t  o r  i n  a n  age nc y ar e

2 7  s u b j e c t  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  w i t h  c o n s e n t  of all i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  or

2 8  b y  o r d e r  o f  t he  c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  shown. E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  i n

2 9  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  of t h e  B u r e a u  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s
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e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  18.50 are s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r o­

v i s i o n s  of A S  18.50.

Sec. 5. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 1 5 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) E x c e p t  as a u t h o r i z e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  th e a d o p t e d  c h i l d  if 14 

o r  m o r e  y e ar s of age, o r  b y  th e a d o p t i v e  parent, o r  u p o n  o r d e r  of the 

c o u r t  for g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  [IN E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E S ] , no p e r s o n  m a y  [IS 

R E Q U I R E D  TO] d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  o r  i d e n t i t y  of ei th e r  a n  adoptive 

p a r e n t  or a n  a d o p t e d  child.

Sec. 6. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 .2 3. 185 . R E CO RD S A N D  INFOR MA TI ON.  (a) The c l e r k  of the 

s u p e r i o r  court, the  d e p a r tme nt , o r  t h e  p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a  child for 

a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  o b t a i n  f rom e a c h  k n o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  parent of  t h e  adopted 

p e r s o n  for t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r

(1) t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t e d  i n  A S  18 .50 .500(c) o n  a f o r m  

p r e p a r e d  by th e d e p a r t men t;

(2) a s ta t e m e n t  as to w h e t h e r  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  may h a v e  

acc es s to i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  wh e n  t h e  

p e r s o n  is 18 y e a r s  o f  age o r  older;

(3) a s t a t em en t tha t i n d i c a t e s  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent h a s  

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  that the state r e g i s t r a r  m us t  a t t a c h  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t ' s  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  to t he  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  at any t i m e  

t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  wis h e s  to h a v e  a curre nt  address a t t ach ed ; and

(4) a  stat em en t w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  the b i o l o g i c a l  parent h a s  

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  that the child, a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  18 years of age, may h a v e  

a current a d d r e s s  a t t a c h e d  to t he  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  ce rti f i c a t e .

(b) T h e  s t a t e m e n t  and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  a  b io lo g i c a l  

pa re n t  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  o rig in al  

b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  the a d o p t e d  person.

(c) T h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  s h a l l  be g i v e n  a copy o f  a statement



r

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a)(2) of  this section.

(d) T h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of a c h i l d  p l a c e d  for  a d o p t i o n  m a y  

c h a n g e  a s t a t e m e n t  f i l e d  u n d e r  (a)(2) of this s e c t i o n  at any time and 

t h i s  o p t i o n  o f  the  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  sh all  be  s t a t e d  o n  the cop y of 

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  p r o v i d e d  to the b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  u n d e r  (c) of this s e c­

tion.

* Sec. 7. T h i s  A c t  t ak es  eff ec t J a n u a r y  1, 1984.
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