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3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  a n d

7 a u t h o r i z i n g  th e  u s e  o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  b y  o p t o m e -

8 t r i s t s . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 1 7 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to

11 r ea d :

12 (4) a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 7 2  m a y  u s e  a n d  p r e s c r i b e

13 l e g e n d  d r u g s ,  as d e f i n e d  in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0 ,  if the p e r s o n ' s  l i c e n s e  is

14 e n d o r s e d  b y  the b o a r d  of e x a m i n e r s  in o p t o m e t r y  as p r o v i d e d  in

15 A S  0 8 . 7 2 .

16 * Sec. 2. A S  0 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

17 Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .  U S E  OR P R E S C R I P T I O N  OF L E G E N D  D R U G S .  (a) T h e

18 b o a r d  s h a l l ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  o p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s

19 an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c c r e d i t i n g  b o d i e s ,  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r o v e  b y  r e g u l a -

20 t i o n  t h o s e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  p o s t g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h

21 q u a l i f y  d o c t o r s  o f  o p t o m e t r y  to use a n d  p r e s c r i b e  l e g e n d  d r u g s  in th e

22 d i a g n o s i s  an d  t r e a t m e n t  of c o n d i t i o n s  of the e y e s  an d  e y e l i d s .  In

23 a d d i t i o n ,  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  a n d

24 a p p r o v e d  by the b o a r d .

25 (b) A  l i c e n s e e  may not u s e  or p r e s c r i b e  d r u g s  o t h e r  t h a n  l e g e n d

26 d r u g s  a n d  m a y  n o t  u s e  or p r e s c r i b e  a l e g e n d  d r u g  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r

27 w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  e n d o r s e m e n t  i s s u e d  b y  the b o a r d ,  c e r t i f y i n g  suc-

28 c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  of a t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  b o a r d  u n d e r

29 (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .



1 (c) A n  endorsement under (b) of this section shall expire with

2 the license to w h i c h  it attaches and may be renewed upon evidence of

3 satisfactory completion of a continuing education program specified

4 and a p p r o v e d  by the board for holders of this type of endorsement

5 under (a) of this section.

6 (d) The board shall adopt regulations concerning the use or

7 p r e s c r i p t i o n  of legend drugs and may revoke or suspend a license

8 endorsement for their use and prescription for violation of the regu-

9 lations.

10 (e) The board shall furnish to the board of pharmacy the names

11 of all holders of endorsements issued under this section.

12 * Sec. 3. AS 08.72.300(2) is amended to read:

13 (2) "optometry" is the examination [, OTHER THAN BY THE USE

14 OF DRUGS,] of the human eyes and the visual system for the purpose of

15 ascer t a i n i n g  a departure from the normal, ascertaining the status of

16 the h u m a n  visual system, including refractive and functional abili-

17 ties, or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other

18 d e parture from the normal w h i c h  requires referral to other health care

19 practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical deficiency or deformity,

20 visual or muscular anomaly of the human eyej or the d i a g n osis and

21 treatment, including the use of d rugs, o f inf lammation s , inf e c t ions,

22 and i n j u r ies of the eyes and eyelids; [,] or the prescription or

23 ap p l i c a t i o n  of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises for the correction

24 or r elief of the human eye;

25 * Sec. 4. AS 08.72.300(3) is amended to read:

26 (3) "practicing optometry" is an examination [, OTHER THAN

27 BY T HE U S E  OF DRUGS,] of the human eyes and visual system for the

28 p u r pose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the

29 status of the hu m a n  visual system, including refractive and functional



1 abili t i e s,  or a s c e r t a i n i n g  the p r es e n c e  of o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  a n d  any

2 o th e r  d e p a r t u r e  from  the n o r m a l  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  r e f e r r a l  to o t h e r

3 h e a l t h  care p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  o r  the d i a g n o s i s  of a n  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y

4 or d e f or m i t y ,  v i s u a l  or m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  of the h u m a n  e y e ; or the

5 d i a g n o s i s  and t r eatment, i n c l u d i n g  the use of drugs, of i n f l a m m a t i o n s ,

6 i n f e c t i o n s  and injuries of the eyes and e y e l i d s;  [,] or the p r e s cr i p -

7 tio n  o r a p p l i c a t i o n  of lenses, prisms or o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e s  for the

8 c o r r e c t i o n  or re l i e f  of the h u m a n  eye ^  [,] or the h o l d i n g  of o n e s e l f

9 out as b e i n g  able to do so;

10 * Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by ad d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

11 (7) "legend d r u g s "  means drugs w h o s e  c o n t a i n e rs  must be a r  a

12 label p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s p e n s i n g  without a p r e s c r i p t io n .

13 * Sec. 6. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 36 0  is a m e n d e d to read:

14 Sec. 08.64.360. P E N A L T Y  FOR P R A C T I C I N G  W I T H O U T  A L I C E N S E  O R  IN

15 V I O L A T I O N  OF CHAPTER. Except for a p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t , an

16 o p t o m e t r i s t , and a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m ob i l e  intensive care p a r a m e d i c

17 u n d e r  AS 08.64.170, a p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  in the

18 state with o u t  o b t a i n i n g  and filing an a p p r o p r i a t e  license is g u il t y  of

19 a m i s d e m e a n o r  and upon c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of not less

20 t h a n  $50 nor more than $100, or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not less t h a n  10

21 day s nor mo r e  than 90 days, or by both. E v i d e n c e  that the d e f e n d a n t

22 has failed to file a license w i t h  the c l e r k  of the c o u r t  is prima

23 f acie e v i d e nc e  that the de fe n d a n t  is not licensed. E a c h  day of

24 ille ga l  p r a ct i c e  is a s e p a r a t e  offense.
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