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BY RODEY, KELLY, S T U R G U L E W S K I ,
1 IN THE S E N A T E  KERTTULA, V. F I S C H E R  A ND RAY

2 SENATE BILL NO. 155

3 IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: " An Act relating to truth in p o l i t i c a l  campaign

7 advertising; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  OF T HE ST A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c tion 1. AS 15.13 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

10 Sec. 15.13.115. C I V I L  P E N A L T Y  FOR RECKLESS D I S R E G A R D  FOR TRUTH

11 IN P O L I T I C A L  CAMPAIGNS. (a) Ea c h  candidate is r e s p o nsible for the

12 truth of the statements contained i n  political a d v e r tising paid for by

13 the candidate.

14 (b) E a c h  director and o f f i c e r  of a gr o u p  is responsible for the

15 truth of the statements contained in political a dvertising paid for by

16 the group.

17 (c) Each person is respon s i b l e  for the truth of the statements

18 c o ntained in political a d v e r t i s i n g  paid for by the person.

19 (d) A candidate, a group, o r  an individual may file a complaint

20 w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS 15.13.045 alleging that a statement

2 1  con t a i n e d  in political a d v e r t i s i n g  was issued in reckless disregard

22 for the truth.

23 (e) If, after an investigation, the commission determines that a

24 candidate, group, or p e r s o n  k n o w i n g l y  made an untrue statement or

25 statements i n  political a d v e r t i s i n g  in reckless d i s r e g a r d  for the

26 truth, the candidate, group, or p e r s o n  is subject to censure by the

27 c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  to a civil penalty of not m o r e  than $ 5,000 for each

28 u n t r u e  statement. A  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n  under this

29 s e c t i o n  may be appealed to the s u p e r i o r  court.
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1 * Sec. 2 . This Act takes e f f e c t  January 1, 1984.
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