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1 I N  THE S E N A T E  BY T HE R E S O U R C E S  C O MMITTEE

2 HO U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 120 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to soil and w a t e r  conservation; and

7 p r o v i d i n g  for an e f fective date."

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 1 . 1 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 41.10.030. P U R P O S E  OF C H A P T E R  [DISTRICT]. T h e  purpose of

11 this chapter [THE D I S T R I C T ]  is to p r o vide for the o r d e r l y  de v e l o p m e n t

12 of lan d  [LANDS], for g u i d i n g  settlement, and for c o n s e r v i n g  soil a n d

13 w a t e r  and soil reso u r c e s  and c o n t r o l l i n g  and p r e v e n t i n g  soil erosion.

14 * Sec. 2. AS 4 1 . 1 0 . 0 4 0  is amended to read:

15 Sec. 41.10.040. S O I L  AND W A T E R  CONSERVATION BOARD. The [DIS-

16 T R I C T  IS G O V E R N E D  BY THE] A laska Soil and Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Bo a r d  is

17 c o m p o s e d  of five [THREE] members. The c o m missioner of natural re-

18 s o u r c e s  or, in the a b s e n c e  of the commissioner, the d i r e c t o r  of agri-

19 culture, s erves ex o f f i c i o  but w i t h o u t  a vote on the board.

20 * Sec. 3. AS 41 . 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

21 Sec. 41.10.045. E X E C U T I V E  DIRECTOR. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l

22 res o u r c e s  sh a l l  appoint an e x e c u t i v e  director and c l e r i c a l  staff to

23 a ssist the board.

24 * Sec. 4. AS 41.1 0 . 0 6 0  is amended to read:

25 Sec. 41.10.060. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  OF B O A R D  MEMBERS. Members of the

26 b o a r d  shall be resident bona fid e  users of land [FARMERS] s e l e c t e d

27 fro m  the five major l a n d  [FARMING] areas of the state.

28 * Sec. 5. A S  41.10 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

29 Sec. 41.10.065. M A J O R  L A N D  AREAS OF T H E  STATE. T he five m a j o r
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(1) the Arctic and northwest Alaska;

(2) the Y u k o n  and Tanana Valleys;

(3) southwest A laska and the K e n a i  Peninsula;

(4) southcentral Alaska; and

(5) southeast Alaska.

* Sec. 6. AS 41. 1 0 . 0 7 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 41.10.070. TE R M  OF OFFICE. T h e  term of office of members 

is three years [, EXCEPT THAT INITIAL A P P O I N T M E N T S  SHALL BE FOR TERMS 

OF ONE, TWO, A N D  THREE YEARS, RESPECTIVELY].

* Sec. 7. AS 4 1 . 1 0  is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 41.10.075. BOARD MEETINGS. T h e  board shall hold one re g u­

lar meeting annually at the state capital and one or more additional 

m eetings at a time and place in the state selected by the board.

* Sec. 8. AS 41.10.100 is amended to read:

Sec. 41.10.100. DUTY OF BOARD TO A D V I S E  COMMIS S I O N E R  OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES. (a) At the request of the c o mmissioner of natural r e­

sources, the b o a r d  shall meet and advise the commissioner [HIM] in the 

exercise of the [HIS] powers, duties, a nd functions of the c o mmis­

sioner .

* Sec. 9. AS 41.10.100 is amended by a d d i n g  a new subsection to read:

(b) The board shall also

(1) receive and review reports concerning the use of soil 

resources of the state;

(2) hold public hearings and meetings to determine whether 

land in the state is being used in a m a n n e r  consistent with sound soil 

and water conservation practices;

(3) make recommendations for specific a c t i o n  necessary to 

p r o vide for the effective and orderly d e v e l opment of agricultural,

land a r e a s  of t h e  s t at e  are:
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forest, and grazing land in the state;

(4) review an appeal by an applicant or lessee from a 

decision of the director of the division of land and water management 

concerning a sale or lease of state agricultural or grazing land and 

submit its recommendations to the conunissioner or hearing officer;

(5) act in an advisory capacity to the soil and wa t e r  

conservation districts in the state;

(6) act in an advisory capacity to the commissioner of 

natural resources and director of the division of agriculture in the 

review of farm conservation plans for all state agricultural land 

sales in the Alaska District.

Sec. 10. AS 41.10.110 is amended to read:

Sec. 41.10.110. POWERS OF COMMISSIONER OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

RELATING TO SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION. The commissioner of natural 

resources has the power to

(1) conduct land capability surveys and investigations of 

potential agricultural areas and of soil conservation and erosion 

control, including necessary preventative and control measures, in the 

state; to publish the results of these surveys and investigations and 

to disseminate information concerning the results of the surveys and 

investigations to prospective settlers and the general public;

(2) make technical guidance and other assistance available 

to settlers of new land to assure the development of the land in a 

manner that will permit it to be used in accordance with its c a p a b i l i­

ties and treated in accordance wit h  its needs;

(3) carry out measures for soil conservation and erosion 

control within the state [DISTRICT], including engineering operations, 

methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, and changes in use 

of land, with the consent and cooperation of the land user [OCCUPIER]
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o r  agency h aving j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the land;

(4) c o o p e r a t e  with, furnish ass i s t a n c e  to, and enter into 

agreements with, a u s e r  [AN OCCUPIER] of land or agency w i t h i n  t he 

state [DISTRICT, S U B J E C T  TO T H E  CONDITIONS AS THE BOARD C O N S I D E R S

N E C E S S A R Y  TO A D V A N C E  THE PURPOSES OF THIS C H A P T E R ] ;

(5) construct, improve, and m a i n t a i n  soil erosion c o n t r o l  

a nd conservation structures as are n e cessary and practical for c a r r y­

ing out the p u r p o s e s  of this chapter;

(6) d e v e l o p  comprehensive plans for the conser v a t i o n  of

soil and control of soil e r o sion within the state [ D I S T R I C T ] , c r o p p i n g  

programs, tillage practices a nd changes in land use, and p u b l i s h  p l a n s  

and information a n d  bring t h e m  to the a t t e n t i o n  of users [OCCUPIERS] 

of land [LANDS] w i t h i n  the state [ D I S T R I C T ] ;

(7) a c c e p t  contributions in money, services, materials, or 

equipment from the United States or its agencies, from an a g e n c y  of 

the state, and f r o m  any other source, for use in carrying out the 

purposes of this chapter.

* Sec. 11. AS 4 1 . 1 0 . 1 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 41.10.120. LAND U S E R  [OCCUPIER] SHALL A P P ROVE PLANS, ETC.

A  [NO] survey, investigation or plan for land m a y  not [SHALL] be

u n d e r t a k e n  by the commissioner of natural resources and [DISTRICT, N O R  

SHALL] measures f or soil conservation and e r o sion control m ay not b e  

carried out [,] w i t hout the prior approval of the u s e r  [OCCUPIER] of 

the land.

* Sec. 12. AS 4 1 . 1 0 . 1 3 0  is a m e nded to read:

Sec. 41.10.130. CREATION AND BO U N D A R I E S  OF SOIL AND W A T E R  C O N ­

SERVATION D I S T R I C T S  [OF SUBDISTRICTS]. l(a2 T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

natural resources m a y , on the r ecommendation of the board, c r e a t e  s o i l  

a nd water c o n s e r v a t i o n  districts in the state [SUBDISTRICTS OF T H E
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1 S O I L  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  OF ALASKA,] upon p e t i t i o n  signed by 25 or

2 m o r e  land users [OCCUPIERS] setting out the p r o p o s e d  boundaries of the

3 p r o p o s e d  d i s t r i c t  [ S U B D I S T R I C T ] . T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  f i x  a t i m e

4 for and give n o t i c e  of a p ublic h e a ring ba s e d  on the p e t i t i o n  at a

5 c o n v e n i e n t  loca t i o n  or locations w i t h i n  the b o u ndaries of the proposed

6 d i s t r i c t  [ S U B D I S T R I C T ] . The commissioner may fix the boundaries of

7 the district [SUBDISTRICT] created, supervise the e l e c t i o n  of, pre-

8 s c r i b e  the duties of, and install a governing body of five land users

9 [OCCUPIERS] to be k n o w n  as district supervisors for eac h  district

10 [SUBDISTRICT] created, and delegate to the district supervisors p owers

11 as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  considers necessary to a c c o m p l i s h  the purposes of

12 thi s  chapter w i t h i n  the district [SUBDISTRICT] boundaries.

13 (b) The area of the state that is not located w i t h i n  a district

14 o r g a n i z e d  under (a) of this section shall be governed by the board.

15 * Sec. 13. AS 4 1 . 1 0 . 1 4 0  is repealed and reen a c t e d  to read:

16 Sec. 41.10.140. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

17 (1) "board" means the Alaska Soil and W a t e r  Conser v a t i o n

18 Board;

1 9  (2) "l a n d  user" or "user of land" means a p e r s o n  who

20 (A) is a producer of renewable resources, i n cluding

21 farming and forestry; and

22 (B) has a current cooperative agreement wit h  a soil

23 and w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  district.

24 (3) " A l a s k a  Soil and Water C o n s e r v a t i o n  District" means the

25 a r e a  of the state not e s t a b lished as a soil and w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n

26 district u n d e r  S e c t i o n  41.10.130(a).

27 * Sec. 14. AS 4 1 . 1 0 . 0 2 0  and AS 41.10.150 are repealed.

28 * Sec. 15. The terms of the members of the A l a s k a  Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n

29 B o a r d  terminate on the effective date of this Act. The initial m e m b e r s  of
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1 the Soil a n d  Water Conservation Board appointed under this Act shall be

2 a p pointed for the following terms: two members shall serve for three-year

3 terms; two members shall serve for two-year terms; and one member shall

4 serve for a one-year term. Until soil and water conservation districts

5 h a v e  been created un d e r  AS 41.10.130 as enacted in sec. 12 of this bill, a

6 " l a n d  user" includes a person who would have been qualified for appointment

7 to the A l a s k a  Soil Conservation Board.

8 * Sec. 16. This Act takes effect July 1, 1983.
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