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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

1 IN THE S E N A T E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. Ill (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  -

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  ent i t le d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  u n d e r  the Admin-

7 i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T .  The a m e n d m e n t s  in this Act are inten d ed  to a llow

10 state a g e n c i e s  as d e f i n e d  in A S  4 4 . 6 2  and the public to emp lo y  a d v a n c e s  in

11 t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  that c a n  i n c r e a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  conve-

12 n i e n c e  of t r a n s a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  or by a state agency. N o t h i n g  i n  this

13 Act is i n t e n d e d  to d i m i n i s h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or s t a t u t o r y  rights of the

14 p a r t i e s ,  o r  e x i s t i n g  p r o c e d u r a l  s a f e g u a r d s.

15 * Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 2 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

16 (a) O n  t h e  d a t e  an d at the ti m e  an d p l a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  in the

17 n o t i c e  the a g e n c y  shall g i v e  e a c h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  or th e  [HIS]

18 a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the p e r s o n , or both, the o p p o r t u n i t y  to

19 p r e s e n t  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a r g u m e n t s,  or c on t e n t i o n s  in  writing, w i t h  or

20 w i t h o u t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  t h e m  orally. T h e  state a g e n c y  ma y

21 a c c e p t  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  b y  any f o rm of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by

22 t h i s  chapter, u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  d e s i g n a t e d  in the notice, a n d  shall

23 c o n s i d e r  all r e l e v a n t  m a t t e r  so p r e s e n t e d  to it bef o r e  adopting,

2 4  a m e n d i n g  o r  r e p e a l i n g  a r e g u l a t i o n .

25 * Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

26 (a) A l l  m e e t i n g s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, of a b o a r d  of regents,

27 o r  o f  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b o d y ,  boa rd ,  c ommission, c ommittee, s u b c o m m i t -

28 tee ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  council, agen c y,  or o th e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g

29 s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  of the a b o v e  grou p s ,  of the s t a t e  or a n y  of its
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1 political subdivisions, including but not limited to municipalities,

2 boroughs, school boards, the University of Alaska, and all other

3 boards, agencies, assemblies, councils, departments, divisions, bu-

4 reaus, commissions or organizations, advisory or otherwise,' of the

5 state or local government supported in whole or in part by public

6 m o n e y  or authorized to spend public money, are open to the public

7 except as otherwise provided by this section. Attendance and parti-

8 cipation at meetings by the public or members of a body, except ses-

9 sions, including joint sessions, of the senate or house, may be by

10 teleconferencing according to reasonable rules established by the bod y

11 conducting the meeting. The rules shall provide that agency materials

12 that are to be considered at the meeting are available at teleconfer- I

13 ence locations at which v o t i n g  participants attend. The rules are not

14 considered regulations and n e e d  not be adopted under AS 44.62.040 -

15 4 4 . 6 2 .290. Except when voice votes are authorized, the vote shall be

16 conducted in such a manner that the public may know the vote of ea c h

17 p erson entitled to vote. This section does not apply to any votes

18 required to be taken to organize a public body described in this

19 subsection [THE AFORE-MENTIONED B O D I E S ] .

20 * Sec. 4. AS 44.62.310(e) is amended to read:

21 (e) Reasonable public notice shall be given for all meetings

22 required to be open under this section. The notice must include the

23 date, time, and place of the meeting, general topics to be discussed

24 or considered, and the location of any teleconferencing facilities

25 which will be used.

26 * Sec. 5. AS 44.62.312(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

27 (6) the use of teleconferencing un d e r  this chapter is for t

28 the convenience of the parties, the public, and the governmental units

29 conducting the meetings and is to provide the broadest input and
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1 d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  practicable.

2 * Sec. 6. AS 4 4 .62.410 is amended by adding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

3 (b) U p o n  the m u t u a l  agreement of the parties, the a gency m ay in

4 its d i s c r e t i o n  use t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  in the conduct of a h e a r i n g  u n d e r

5 this section.
9fc

6 * Sec. 7. AS 44. 6 2 . 6 0 0  is amended to read:

7 Sec. 44.62.600. VOTING P R O C E D U R E  [MAIL VOTE]. W h e n  n o r m a l 4

8 i n - p e r s o n  v o tinR is not reasonably possible, a [A] m e m b e r  of an a gency

9 q u a l i f i e d  to vote on a question m a y  vote by mai l  or by teleconferenc-

10 ing. A  vote by te l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  must be e n t e r e d  into t he record in a

11 m a n n e r  that identifies each p e rson who has v o t e d  and o n  w h i c h  side of

12 the q u e s t i o n  the p e r s o n  v o t e d .

13 * Sec. 8. AS 44.62 is amended by a dding a n e w  section in Article 9 to

14 read:

15 Sec. 44.62.635. TELECONFERENCING. (a) In a d d i t i o n  to the spe-

16 cific a uthorizations in this c h a pter of the use of t e l e c o n ferencing,

17 an agency may use tel e c o n f e r e n c i n g  for the benefit or convenience of

18 the parties, the public, or the agency, in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any pro-

19 c e e d i n g  or act a u t h o r i z e d  under this chapter, so long as all statutory

20 and c onstitutional rights of the parties are e ither w a i v e d  or ade-

21 q u a t e l y  protected.

22 (b) T e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  may be used to e s t a b l i s h  quorums, r e c eive

23 p u b l i c  input, and, if all v o t i n g  individuals have a substantially

24 equal opportunity to evaluate all testimony and e v i d e n c e ,  to vot e  on

25 actions.

26 * Sec. 9. AS 4 4 .62.640 is amended by adding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

27 (c) In this c h a pter "telec o n f e r e n c i n g "  means i n f o r m a t i o n  ex-

28 change by audio or v i d e o  electronic media.
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