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1 IN TH E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  STATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. Ill (State A f f a i r s)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S ES S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  entitled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  and the u s e  of

7 t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

8 A c t ."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. INTENT. The a m e n d m e n t s  in this Act are i n t e n d e d  to a l l o w

11 state a g e n c i e s  an d  the public to e m p l o y  a d v a n c e s  in t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  tech-

12 n o l o g y  that can i n c r e a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  of t r a n s a c t i n g

13 b u s i n e s s  w i t h  or by a state agency. N o t h i n g  in this Act  is i n t e n d e d  to

14 d i m i n i s h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or s t a t u t o r y  rights of the parties, o r  e x i s t i n g

15 p r o c e d u r a l  safeguards.

16 * Sec. 2. AS 44. 6 2 . 21 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

17 (a) O n  the dat e  and at the time an d  p l a c e d e s i g n a t e d  in the

18 n o t i c e  the a g e n c y  shall giv e  e ach i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  or the [HIS]

19 a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the p e r s o n , or both, the o p p o r t u n i t y  to

20 p r e s e n t  s t a t e m e n t s ,  argum e n t s ,  or c o n t e n t i o n s  in wr i ting, w i t h  or

21 w i t h o u t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  them orally. The state ag e n c y m a y

22 a c c e p t  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  b y  any form of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by

23 t h i s  chapter, un le s s  o t h e r w i s e  d e s i g n a t e d  in the notice, and shall

24 c o n s i d e r  all r e l e v a n t  m a t t e r  so p r e s e n t e d  to it b e f o r e  adopting,

25 a m e n d i n g  o r  r e p e a l i n g  a r e gu l a t i o n .

26 * Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 6 2 .310(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 (a) All m e e t i n g s  of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, of a b o a r d  of regents,

28 o r  of an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b o d y ,  board, c o m m i s s io n ,  committee, s u bcommit-

29 tee, a uthority, council, agen cy ,  or o t h e r  o r g a n i z at i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g
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s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  of t h e  above groups, of t h e  state or any of its 

p o l i t i c a l  s ub d i v i s i o ns ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  

b oroughs, s c h o o l  boards, and all other b o a r d s ,  agencies, assemb l i e s , 

councils, d e p a r tm e n t s ,  d i v i s i o ns ,  bureaus, co m m i s s io n s  o r  o r g a n i z a­

tions, a d v i s o r y  or o t he r w i s e ,  of the state or local g o v e r n m e n t  s u p­

p o r t e d  in w h o l e  or in p a r t  by p u b l i c  m o n e y  or a u t h o r i z e d  to s p e n d 

p u b l i c  money, are o p e n  to the p u b l i c  except as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y 

this section. A t t e n d a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  at m e e t i n g s  b y  the p u b l i c  

or memb e r s o f  a body m a y  be by t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  a c c o r d i n g  to r e a s o n­

able grou n d  rules e s t a b l i s h e d  by the b o d y  c o n d u c t i n g  the meeting. T h e  

g r o u n d  rules must i n c l u d e  g u i d e l i n e s  for m a k i n R  agency m a t e r i a l s ,  o r  

s u mmaries of them, w h i c h  are to be c o n s i d e r e d  at the m e e t i n g ,  a v a i l­

a b le at t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  locations. The g r o u n d  rules mus t  also i n cl u d e  

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s u s p e n d i n g  or r e s c h e d u l i n g  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g  if

a t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  s y s t e m  failure o c curs d u r i n g the meeting. Th e

g r o u n d  rules are not c o n s i d e r e d  r e g u l at i o n s  and need not be a d o p t e d  

u n der AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 0 4 0  - 44.62 . 29 0 .  All p a r t i c i p a n t s  must be a f f o r d e d  the 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to hear and, if v i d e o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  is av a i l able, see 

e v e r y t h i n g  t r a n s p i r i n g  at the m e e t i n g  a n d  to s p e a k on an y  issue u p o n  

w h i c h  oral t e stimony is accepted. Except w h e n  voice v o t e s  are a u t h o r­

ized, the v o t e  shall b e  c o n d u c t e d  in s uc h  a m a n n e r  that the p u b l i c  m a y  

k n o w  the v o t e  of e a c h  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to vote. This s e c t i o n  d oes not 

apply to a ny  votes r e q u i r e d  to be taken to o r g a n i ze  the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  

[AFORE-MENTIONED] bodi e s .

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) Re a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  shall b e  g i v e n  fo r  all m e e t i n g s  

r e q u ir e d  to be open u n d e r  this section. T h e  n o t i c e  m u s t  i n c l u d e the 

d a t e , t ime, and p l a ce  of the meeting, g e n e r a l  topics to b e  d i s c u s s e d  

o r  considered, and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of any t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  f a c i l i t ie s
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w h i c h  w i l l  b e  u s e d .

* Sec. 5. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 2 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(6) t h e  u s e  of t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  chap t e r  is f o r  

t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  the p a r t i e s ,  the p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s  

c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  is to p r o v i d e  the b r o a d e s t  i n p u t  a n d  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r a c t i c a b l e .

* Sec. 6. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r ead:

(b) U p o n  t h e  m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  the a g e n c y  m a y  i n

its d i s c r e t i o n  u s e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  in t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  a h e a r i n g  u n d e r

t his s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 7. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0 .  V O T I N G  P R O C E D U R E  [ M A I L  V O T E ] .  W h e n  n o r m a l .

i n - p e r s o n  v o t i n g  is not r e a s o n a b l y  p o s s i b l e . a [A] m e m b e r  of a n  a g e n c y

q u a l i f i e d  to v o t e  o n  a q u e s t i o n  ma y  v o t e  b y  m ail o r  by t e l e c o n f e r e n c­

ing. A  v o t e  b y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  must b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  the r e c o r d  i n  a 

m a n n e r  that i d e n t i f i e s  e a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  v o t e d  a n d  on w h i c h  s i d e  of 

the q u e s t i o n  t h e  p e r s o n  v o t e d .

* Sec. 8. A S  4 4 . 6 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  in A r t i c l e  9 to 

r e a d :

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 5 .  T E L E C O N F E R E N C I N G .  (a) In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  s p e­

cific a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  use o f  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g ,  

an a g e n c y  m a y  u s e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  for t h e  b e n e f i t  or c o n v e n i e n c e  of

the p a r t i e s ,  t h e  public, o r  t h e  agency, i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  p r o­

c e e d i n g  or act a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r ,  so l o n g  as all s t a t u t o r y

a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  rights of th e p a r t i e s  a r e  e i t h e r  w a i v e d  o r  a d e­

q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d .

(b) If t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  is u sed f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a n  i s s u e  

d u r i n g  a m e e t i n g  or h e a ring, t h e n  it m u s t  be u s e d  f o r  the e n t i r e  t im e 

t hat that i s s u e  is b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d .
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( c )  T e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  q u o r u m s ,  r e c e i v e  

p u b l i c  i n p u t ,  a n d ,  i f  a l l  v o t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e v a l u a t e  a l l  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  e v i d e n c e ,  t o  v o t e  o n  

a c t i o n s .

*  S e c .  9 .  A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( c )  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  " t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x ­

c h a n g e  b y  a u d i o  o r  v i d e o  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a .
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