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B Y  T HE  RULES C O M M I T T E E  BY
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  R E Q U E S T  OF T H E  G O V E R N O R

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. Ill

3 IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR S T  SESS I O N

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the use of t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  u n d e r

7 the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e Act."

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. INTENT. Th e  a m e n d m e n t s  in this Act are inten d e d  to a l l o w

10 s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  and the p u b l i c  to em p l o y  advances in te l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  tech-

11 n o l o g y  that ca n  increase the e f f i c i e n c y  and c o n v e n i e n c e  of t r a n s a c t i n g

12 b u s i n e s s  w i t h  or by a state agency. N o t h i n g  in this Act is in t e n d e d  to

13 d i m i n i s h  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or s t a t u t o r y  rights of the parties, or e x i s t i n g

14 p r o c e d u r a l  safeguards.

15 * Sec. 2. AS 44 . 6 2 . 2 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

16 (a) O n  the date a n d  at the time and p l a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  in the

17 n o t i c e  the ag e n c y shall giv e  eac h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  or his a u t h o r i z e d

18 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  or both, the o p p o r t u n i t y  to present statements, argu-

19 m e n t s ,  or conten t i o n s  in w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  or without o p p o r t u n i t y  to

20 p r e s e n t  t h e m  orally. Th e  state age n c y  may accept m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d

21 by any form of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y this chapter, un le s s  other-

22 w i s e  d e s i g n a t e d  in the notice, and shall c o n s i d e r  all r el evant m a t t e r

23 so p r e s e n t e d  to it b e f o r e  a d opting, a m e n d i n g  or r e pealing a regula-

24 tion.

25 * Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

26 (a) A l l  m e e t in g s  of a l e g i s la t i v e  body, of a b o a r d  of regents,

27 or  of a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, board, co m m i s si o n ,  committee, subcommit-

28 tee, a uthority, council, agency, or o t h e r  organization, i n c l u d i n g

29 s u b o r d i n a t e  units of the above groups, of the state or any of its



1 p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i on s ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,

2 b o r o u g h s ,  s c h o o l  boards, and all o t h e r  boards, agencies, a s s e m b l i e s ,

3 cou n c i ls ,  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s , bureaus, c o m m i s s i o n s  or o r g a n i z a -

4 tions, a d v i s o r y  or other w i se ,  of the state or local g o v e r n m e n t  sup-

5 p o r t e d  in w h o l e  or in p art by p u b l i c  money or a u t h o r i z e d  to s p e n d

6 p u b l i c  m o n e y ,  are open  to the p u b l i c  except as o t h e r wi s e  p r o v i d e d  by

7 t his section. A t t e n d a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t ion at m e e t i n g s  by the p u b l i c

8 o r  m e m b e r s  of a b ody m a y  b e by t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g _ a c c o r d i n g  to reason-

9 a b l e  g r o u n d  r u l e s e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e body c o n d u c t i n g  the m e e t i n g .  The

10 g r o u n d  rules m u s t  i n c lude gu i d e l i nes for m a k i n g  agency m a t e r i a l s ,  or

11 s u m m a r i e s  of them, w h i ch are to be c o n s i d e r e d  at the m e e t i n g , avail-

12 a b l e  at t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  l o c a t i o n s .__ The g r o u n d  rules must also i n c l u d e

13 g u i d e l i n e s  for s u s p e n d i n g  or r e s c h e d u l i n g  a t e l e c o n ference m e e t i n g  if

14 a t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  s y s t e m  failure occurs d u r i n g  the m e e ting. T he

15 g r o u n d  r u l e s are not c o n s i d e r ed  r e g u l a t ions a n d  n e e d  not be a d o p t e d

16 u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 0 4 0  -- 44.6 2 . 2 90 .  All p a r t i c i p a n t s  m u st b e  a f f o r d e d

17 th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to h e a r  e v e r y t h i n g  t r a n s p i r i n g  at the m e e t i n g an d  to

18 s p e a k  on any issue u p o n  w h i c h  oral t e s timony is accepted. E x c e p t  w h e n

19 v o i c e  v o t e s  are au t ho r i z e d ,  the v ote shall be con d u c te d  in s u c h  a

20 m a n n e r  that the p u b l i c  m a y  k now the vote of e a c h  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  to

21 vote. T h i s  s e c t i o n  does not a pply to any v o t e s  r eq uired to b e  t a k e n

22 to o r g a n i z e  the a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d  bodies.

23 * Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

24 (e) R e a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  shall be g i v e n  for all m e e t i n g s

25 r e q u i r e d  to be ope n  u n d e r  this section. The  n o t i c e  must i n c l u d e  the

26 date, t i m e , a n d place of the m e e t i n g , g eneral topics to be d i s c u s s e d

27 o r  c o n s i d e r e d, and the l o c a t i o n  o f any t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  f a c i l i t i e s

28 w h i c h  w i l l  be used.

29 * Sec. 5. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 2 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:



the c o n v e n i e n c e  of the p a r t i e s ,  t h e  p u b l i c ,  and  the g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s

c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  is t o  p r o v i d e  the b r o a d e s t  i n p ut  a n d  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r a c t i c a b l e .

* Sec. 6. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) U p o n  the m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  the a g e n c y  m a y  in

its d i s c r e t i o n  use t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  in t h e  c o n d u c t  of a h e a r i n g  u n d e r

t h i s  s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 7. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 0 0 .  V O T I N G  P R O C E D U R E  [ M A I L  VOTE]. W h e n  n o r m a l ,

i n - p e r s o n  v o t i n g  is n o t  r e a s o n a b l y  p o s s i b l e ,  a [A] m e m b e r  of a n  a g e n c y

q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  on a q u e s t i o n  m a y  v o t e  b y  m a i l  or by t e l e c o n f e r e n c­

ing. A  v o t e  b y  t e 1e c o n f e r e n c i n g  m u st b e  r e c o r d e d  in a m a n n e r  tha t  

i d e n t i f i e s  e a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  ha s  v o t e d  a n d  o n  w h i c h  side of the q u e s t i o n  

th e  p e r s o n  v o t e d .

* Sec. 8. A S  4 4 .6 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  in A r t i c l e  9 to 

read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 5 .  T E L E C O N F E R E N C I N G .  (a) In a d d i t i o n  to th e  s p e­

ci f i c  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  i n  this c h a p t e r  of t h e  us e  of t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g ,  

a n  a g e n c y  m a y  use t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  for t h e  b e n e f i t  or c o n v e n i e n c e  of 

the p a r t i e s ,  the p u b l i c ,  or t h e  agency, i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  p r o ­

ce e d i n g  o r  act a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r ,  so long as all s t a t u t o r y  

a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  e i t h e r  w a i v e d  or a d e­

qu a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d .

(b) I f  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  is u s e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a n  i s s u e 

d u r i n g  a m e e t i n g  or h e a r i n g ,  t h e n  it m u s t  b e  u s e d  for the e n t i r e  time 

t hat t h a t  issue is b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d .

(c) T e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  m a y  be u s e d  to e s t a b l i s h  q u o r u m s ,  r e c e i v e  

p u b l i c  i n p u t ,  and, if all v o t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y

( 6 )  t h e  u s e  o f  t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  f o r
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1 e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e v a l u a t e  al l  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  e v i d e n c e ,  to v o t e  o n

2 a c t i on s .

3 *  Sec. 9. A S  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

4 (c) I n  this c h a p t e r  " t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  ex-

5 c h a n g e  b y  audio, v i d e o ,  o r  c o m p u t e r i z e d  e l e c t r o n i c  m e di a .
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