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J u d i c i a r y

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE SENATE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

SENATE BILL NO. 101 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the issuance of citations for

fish and game violations."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.05.165. FORM AND ISSUANCE OF CITATION. (a) Notwith­

standing AS 16.05.160, when a peace officer stops or contacts a person 

concerning a violation, of this chapter or of a regulation adopted u n­

der  this chapter, that is a misdemeanor, the peace officer may, in his 

discretion, issue a citation to the person.

(b) Af t e r  consultation with the division of fish and wildlife 

protection of the Department of Public Safety, the supreme court shall 

specify by rule or or d e r  those minor misdemeanors that are appropriate 

for disposition without court appearance, and shall establish a sched­

ule of bail amounts. The maximum bail amount for an offense may not 

exceed the maximum fine specified by law for that offense. If the 

misdemeanor for which the citation is issued may be disposed of w i t h­

out court appearance, the issuing peace officer shall write on the 

citation the amount of bail applicable to the violation.

(c) A  person cited for a misdemeanor for which a bail amount has 

been established u n d e r  (b) of this section may, w ithin 15 days after 

the date of the citation, mail or personally deliver to the clerk of 

the court having jurisdiction over the place where the violation o c­

curred,

(1) the a m o u n t  of bail indicated on the citation for that



offense; and

(2) a copy of the citation s i g n e d  by the p e r s o n  indicating 

that the right to an a p p e a r a n c e  is waived, a ple a  of no contest is e n­

tered a n d  the bail is forfeited.

(d) W h e n  bail has b e e n  forfeited u n d e r  (c) of this section, a 

j u d g m e n t  of c o n v i c t i o n  shall be entered. Forfeiture of b a i l  and all 

s e i z e d  items is a comp l e t e  satisfaction for the misdem e a n o r .  The 

c l e r k  of the court a c c e p t i n g  the bail shall p r o vide the o f f e n d e r  wit h  

a r e c e i p t  stating that fact.

(e) If the p e r s o n  c i t e d  fails to p a y  the bai l  amount e stablished 

u n d e r  (b) of this s e c t i o n  or to appear i n  court as required, the 

c i t a t i o n  is c o n s i d e r e d  a summons for a misdemeanor.

(f) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  other pr o v i s i o n s  of law, if a p e r s o n  cited 

for a m i s d e m e a n o r  for w h i c h  a bail a m o u n t  has b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  under

(b) of this section a p p ears in court a n d  is found guilty a f t e r  trial, 

the p e n a l t y  that is i m p o s e d  for the o f f e n s e  may not e x c e e d  the bail 

a m o u n t  for that offense established u n d e r  (b) of this section.

Sec. 2. AS 16.05.410 is amended by a d d i n g  new su b s e c t i o n s  to read:

(f) Except as p r o v i d e d  in (g) of this section, the p r o visions of

(a) -- (c) of this s e c tion do not a p p l y  w h e n  the offense for wh i c h  the 

p e r s o n  is c o n v i c t e d  is a mi n o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  for w h i c h  a f o r f e i t a b l e  

b a i l  amount has b e e n  set under AS 16.05.165.

(g) W h e n  a p e r s o n  has been c o n v i c t e d  d u r i n g  a two y e a r  period of 

t w o  or m o r e  m i n o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  offenses for w h i c h  a f o r f e i t a b l e  bail 

a m o u n t  has b e e n  set u n d e r  AS 16.05.165, a peace o f f i c e r  m a y  p e t i t i o n  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  court to revoke the p e r s o n ' s  license. On c e  a p e t i t i o n  

h a s  b e e n  filed, the court shall set a time and date for a h e a r i n g  on 

t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i c e n s e  revocation, and shall send n otice of the h e a r i n g  

to the person. At the h e a r i n g  the court shall hea r  e v i d e n c e  r e g a r d i n g



the n a t u r e  and seriousness of the offenses for w h i c h  the person was 

convicted, the time period involved, the potential impact of the p e r­

son's actions u p o n  the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the resource, a nd other r e l e­

vant circumstances. If the court finds that the pers o n ' s  actions 

d e m o n s t r a t e  a d i s r e g a r d  for t he p r e servation of the state's fish or 

w i l d l i f e  resources, the court m a y  revoke the person's license for a 

p e r i o d  of not less than one y e a r  nor more than three years from the 

d a t e  of revocation.


