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1 IN T H E  HO U S E  A N D  HA Y E S

2 H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38

3 IN T H E  L EGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA

4 T H I R T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - FI R S T  SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to m a r k e t i n g  and transp o r t i n g

6 Alaska's n a t ural gas.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the largest gas field in the N o r t h  Ameri c a n  continent was

9 d i s c o v e r e d  15 years a go at Prudhoe Bay, o n  A l a s k a ' s  North Slope; and

10 W H E REAS since that time it has b e e n  the policy of A l a s k a ' s  state

11 g o v ernment to p r o m o t e  an environmentally sound, privately f i n a n c e d  trans-

12 p o r t a t i o n  system that would allow North Slope n a t ural gas to come to mar- 

W *  13 ket, while p r o v i d i n g  a n ew source of e n e r g y  for Alaska's i n t e r i o r  and raw

14 m a t e r i a l  for future industry throughout the state; and

15 W H E REAS the A l a s k a  Natural Gas T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S y s t e m  selected b y

16 President C arter a n d  Congress in 1977 has, since that time, faced continu-

17 i n g  delays in s e c u r i n g  financing and m a r k e t  commitments; a n d

18 W H E REAS a T r a n s - A l a s k a  Gas System, if c onstructed al o n g  p r e sent cost

19 estimates, stands a strong chance of d e l i v e r i n g  natural gas to P a c i f i c  R i m

20 markets at a co m p e t i t i v e  cost; and

21 W H E R E A S  export of Alaska's North S l o p e  e nergy reserves to s i g n i ficant

22 n e w  m a r kets can r e s u l t  in increased e n e r g y  e x p o r t a t i o n  a n d  in a b e t t e r

23 b a l a n c e  of trade w i t h  our Pacific t r a d i n g  partners, c o n t r i b u t i n g  to b o t h

24 the economic and the energy security of the U n i t e d  States; and

25 W H E R E A S  an A l a s k a  natural gas t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system is c o mmitted to

26 d e l i v e r  natural g as to Alaska's interior for e nergy and r a w  m a t e r i a l  f o r

27 industry in order to support economic diversification; and

28 WHEREAS, if a T r a ns-Alaska Gas S y s t e m  is to be c o n s t r u c t e d  and N o r t h

29 Slope gas is to b e  sold abroad, pot e n t i a l  b uyers in Japan, Korea, and o t h e r
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1 c o u n t r i e s  n e e d  an i m mediate signal that the s y stem has the full support of

2 b o t h  t he A l a s k a  and U n i t e d  States govern m e n t s ;  and

3 W H E R E A S  it is in the best int e r e s t s  of the p eople of A l a s k a  that the 

A state g o v e r n m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  en t e r  into n e g o t i a t i o n s  for the sale of the

5 s t a te's r o y a l t y  interest in N o r t h  Slope n a t u r a l  gas for in-state use as a

6 cata l y s t  for c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  for Alas k a ' s  natural

7 gas;

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  St a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the State of

9 A l a s k a  fully supports the efforts of all owners of the gas and other

10 p a r t i e s  to secure sales co m m i t m e n t s  for N o r t h  Slope gas in any market,

11 i n c l u d i n g  w i t h i n  the state; a nd be it

12 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that citizens of Japan, K orea, a nd o t h e r  trading

13 p a r t n e r s  of Alaska, are stro n g l y  u r g e d  to c o n s i d e r  a n d  take a dvantage of 

1A the secure, l o n g - t e r m  t r a d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  A l a s k a  and the U n i t e d

15 S tates that p u r c h a s e  of A l a s k a ' s  N o r t h  Slope gas w o u l d  offer; and be it

16 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  calls u p o n  the other owners of

17 the gas, A l a s k a ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  in Con g r e s s ,  and all other p a r ties wit h  an

18 i n t e r e s t  in the gas to e x p l o r e  e v e r y  m e a n s  to p r i v a t e l y  finance and con-

19 s truct a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  for A l a s k a ' s  n a t u r a l  gas; and be it

20 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the State of A l a s k a  i mmediately enter into

21 n e g o t i a t i o n s  for the sale of its r o y a l t y  interest in No r t h  Slope gas to

22 i n - s t a t e  users in order that they and the state serve as a catalyst for the

23 c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  for A l a s k a ' s  natural gas; and be it 

2A F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  is urged to explore the

25 p r o s p e c t  of m a k i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of N o r t h  Slope gas t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  facilities

26 a N a t i o n a l  Interest P r o ject of n a t i o n s  o n  b o t h  sides of the P a c ific for its

27 lo n g  t e r m  b e n e f i t s  to this n a t i o n  a nd its p o t e n t i a l  trading partners.

28 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R onald

29 R e a gan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Schultz,
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1 Secretary of State; the Hon o r a b l e  James Watt, Secretary of the Interior;

2 the H o n o r a b l e  M a l c o l m  Baldridge, Secretary of Commerce; the Honorable

3 George Bush, President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill,

4 Jr., Speaker of the U.S. Ho u s e  of Representatives; and to the Honorable Ted

5 Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

6 D o n  Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Con-

7 gress.
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