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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  BY LISKA, B U S S E L L  A N D  W A R D

2 H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 34

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  amendments to the C o n s t i t u t i o n

6 of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to the

7 e l e c t i o n  of p r o s e c u t i n g  attorneys.

8 BE I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 23, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a

10 is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 S E C T I O N  23. REORGANIZATION. (a) Except as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of

12 this section, t he [THE] g o v e r n o r  m a y  m a k e  changes in the o r g a n i z a t i o n

13 of the e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  or in the a s s i g n m e n t  of f u n c t i o n s  am o n g  its

14 units w h i c h  h e  considers n e c e s s a r y  for efficient adm i n i s t r a t i o n .

15 Wh e r e  these c h a n g e s  require the force of law, they sh a l l  be set fo r t h

16 in e x e c u t i v e  o r d ers. The le g i s l a t u r e  shall have s i x t y  days of a

17 r e g u l a r  session, o r  a full session if of s h o rter dur a t i o n ,  to disap-

18 pr o v e  these e x e c u t i v e  orders. U n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  by r e s o l u t i o n  con-

19 c u r r e d  in by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  in joint session, these o rders

20 b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  at a date t h e r e a f t e r  to be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the gover-

21 nor.

22 (b) The R o v e r n o r  shall make n o  c hange in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  or

23 f u n c t i o n  of a n y  unit of t he e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  by a

24 p r o s e c u t i n g  attorney.

25 * Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 24, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the St a t e  of A l a s k a  is

26 a m e n d e d  to read:

27 S E C T I O N  24. SUPERVISION. E x c e p t  for any unit of the e x e c u t i v e

28 b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  b y  a p r o s e c u t i n g  attorney, e a c h  [EACH] princi-

29 p al d e p a r t m e n t  shall be u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of the governor.
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1 * Sec. 3. A r t icle III, sec. 25, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska is

2 a m e n d e d  to read:

3 SECTION 25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. The head of each principal de-

4 part m e n t  shall be a s i n g l e  executive u nless otherwise p r o v i d e d  by law.

5 H e  shall be appointed by the governor, subject to c o nfirmation by a

6 m a j o r i t y  of the members of the legislature in joint session, and shall

7 serve at the pleasure of the governor, except as otherwise provided in

8 this article w i t h  respect to the lieutenant governor and prosecuting

9 attorneys [SECRETARY OF STATE]. The heads of all principal depart-

10 ments shall be citizens of the U n i t e d  States.

11 * Sec. 4. Article III, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is amended

12 by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

13 SECTION 28. P R O S E C U T I N G  ATTORNEYS. In each judicial district

14 there shall be a p r o s e c u t i n g  attorney elected by the q u a l i f i e d  voters

15 of that district in a g e n eral election, whose terra of office shall be

16 four years. P r o s e c u t i n g  attorneys shall be citizens of the U nited

17 States and of the State, licensed to practice law in the State, and

18 p o s s e s s i n g  any additional qual i f i c a t i o n s  prescribed by law. Salaries

19 of pr o s e c u t i n g  attorneys shall be p r e s c r i b e d  by law. Prosecuting

20 attorneys shall pros e c u t e  all cases involving v i olation of state law

21 a nd perform other d u t i e s  as pre s c r i b e d  by law.

22 SECTION 29. VACANCY. In case of a vacancy in the office of a

23 p r o s e c u t i n g  attorney for any reason, a successor shall be elected for

24 the remainder of the u n e x p i r e d  term at the first general election

25 o c curring not less t h a n  six months a f t e r  the office becomes vacant.

26 The governor may appoint a qualified p erson to fill the office between

27 the date it becomes v a c a n t  and the da t e  it is filled by election.

28 SECTION 30. E L E C T I O N  OF PR O S E C U T I N G  ATTORNEYS. Prosecuting

29 attorneys shall be c h o s e n  by the q u a l i f i e d  voters of the State on
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1 n o n p a r t i s a n  ballots in each judicial district. Candidates for pros-

2 ecuting attorney shall file for the office as prescribed by law. The

3 candidates receiving the greatest and the second greatest number of

4  votes on a nonpartisan ballot in each judicial district at the primary

5 e l e c t i o n  shall be candidates in the general election. The candidate

6 r e c e i v i n g  the greatest number of votes on a nonpartisan ballot in each

7 judicial district at the g e n eral election shall be prosecuting attor-

8 ney for that district.

9 SECTION 31. ELECTION A N D  TERM OF N E W L Y  ESTABLISHED ELECTED STATE

10 OFFICES. The first election for a state office required by the con-

11 s t i t u t i o n  to be elected shall occur at the first general election

12 o c c u r r i n g  after the office is established under the constitution. If

13 a v a c a n c y  occurs in the o ffice before the first general election hel d
►

14 after the office is established under the constitution, the office

15 shall be filled un d e r  the l a w  as it existed before the office was

16 established under the constitution. Except as otherwise provided in

17 the constitution, the term o f  office of a state office required by the

18 constitution to be elected b e g i n s  at n o o n  on the first Monday in

19 D e c e m b e r  following the general election for that office and it expires

20 at n o o n  on the first Monday in December four years later.

21 * Sec. 5. The amendments p r o p o s e d  by this resolution shall be p l a c e d

22 before the voters of the state at the next general election in conformity

23 with art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of Alaska, and the elec-

24 tion laws o f  the state.
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