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2 H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 31

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L ASKA

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  r e n e gotiation of the proposed

6 U n i t e d  S t a t e s - C a n a d a  salmon i n t e r c e p t i o n

7 t reaty and rejection in its present

8 form.

9 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  the c o m m e r c i a l  salmon indu s t r y  is an integral and important

11 p a r t  of t h e  e c o n o m y  of Alaska; and

12 W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  treaty b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States and Canada

13 c o n c e r n i n g  P a c i f i c  s a l m o n  calls u p o n  S o utheast Alaska's salmon f i shermen to

14 take f u r t h e r  reductions i n  harvest, w h i l e  calling u p o n  Cana d i a n  fishermen

15 to take o n l y  their first reduction; and

16 W H E R E A S  the Sou t h e a s t  Alaska trollers have already b e e n  c ompelled to

17 m a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n i l a t e r a l  reductions in their harvests of c h i n o o k  salmon

18 for the sake of conservation, while C a n a d i a n  f i shermen have b e e n  allowed

19 c o m p a r a t i v e l y  u n r e s t r i c t e d  harvest of the same resource; and

20 W H E R E A S  chinook s a l m o n  conser v a t i o n  measures proposed in the treaty

21 are b a s e d  o n  catch sta t i s t i c s  for years in w h i c h  Canadian catches were at

22 r e c o r d  h i g h  levels a n d  their fishery was expanding, while d u r i n g  the same

23 years t h e  A l a s k a n  f i s h e r y  was already b e i n g  restricted; and

24 W H E R E A S  un d e r  t he prop o s e d  t reaty a substantial p o r t i o n  of Stikine

25 R i v e r  salmon, w h i c h  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h as b e e n  h a rvested by U n i t e d  States

26 g i l l n e t t e r s ,  w o u l d  be allocated to a recen t l y  established C a n a d i a n  fishery

27 w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to the U n i t e d  States; and

28 W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  treaty does not precl u d e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of an

29 e x p a n s i o n  of the C a n a d i a n  gillnet f i s hery o n  the Taku Ri v e r  a n d  a r e duction
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1 in allowable harvest b y  U n i t e d  States gillnetters; and

2 WHEREAS, although t he provisions of the proposed treaty addressing

3 Yukon River salmon r e q u i r e  an accounting of U n i t e d  States and Canadian

4 interests in those s a l m o n  prior to the effective date of the treaty, the

5 United States and C a n a d a  possess virtually no biological information upon

6 which to base such an accounting; and

7 WHEREAS there are n o  guarantees in the proposed treaty that United

8 States fishermen will automatically and directly benefit from their own

9 successful fisheries enhancement projects; and

10 WHEREAS all commercial salmon gear groups have expressed opposition to

11 certain provisions in the proposed treaty; and

12 WHEREAS the p r o p o s e d  treaty does not address the issue of high seas

13 foreign interception o f  all species of salmon; and

14 WHEREAS the lang u a g e  in the proposed treaty is not sufficiently speci-

15 fic to insure the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and rational management sought by the par-

16 ties to the treaty; a n d

17 WHEREAS i mplementation of the proposed treaty would have a disastrous

18 economic impact on m a n y  Alaskan fishermen; and

19 WHEREAS it is v i t a l l y  important that a treaty transferring significant

20 management authority fro m  the state to an international commission include

21 clear safeguards to p r o tect A l a s k a’s fisheries; and

22 WHEREAS the A l a s k a  State Legislature recognizes the value of a coast-

23 wide agreement and t h e  need to w o r k  towards the development of a fair

24 treaty;

25 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests

26 the Gover n o r  of the State of Alaska to urg e  greater consideration of

27 Alaska's interests i n  the proposed United States-Canada salmon interception

28 treaty; and be it

29 F U R THER R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska Senate delegation in Congress is
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1 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to u s e  its b e s t  e f f o r t s  to p r e v e n t  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of

2 t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - C a n a d a  s a l m o n  i n t e r c e p t i o n  t r e a t y  b y  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

3 S e n a t e  in  its p r e s e n t  form; a n d  b e  it

4 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  the S e c r e -

5 t a r y  of  S t a t e  t o  s e e k  r e o p e n i n g  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - C a n a d a  s a l m o n  t r e a t y

6 n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  w i t h  r e n e w e d  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  t erms to b e t t e r  p r o t e c t  th e

7 A l a s k a  f i s h i n g  ind us tr y.

8 C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  se n t  to th e H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e

9 S h u l t z ,  S e c r e t a r y  of State; and t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n -

10 o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  A l a s k a  S e n a t e  d e l e -

11 g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  an d to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  S h e f f i e l d ,  G o v e r n o r  of the

12 S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .
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