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BY U E H L I N G , WARD, BARNES,
1 I N  T H E  HO U S E  ABOOD, TISCHER, HAYES A N D  LISKA

2 H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7

3 IN T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

A T H I R T E E N T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  amendments to the Consti t u t i o n

6 of the State of A l a s k a  relating to the

7 e l e c t i o n  of the attorney general and to

8 pro c e d u r e s  gov e r n i n g  the elec t i o n  and

9 t e r m  for state offices to be elected

10 u n d e r  the constitution.

11 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

12 * S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 23, Const i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska

13 is amended to read:

14 SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. (a) Except as prov i d e d  in (b) of

15 this section, the [THE] governor m a y  make changes in the o r g anization

16 of the exe c u t i v e  b r a n c h  or in the assignment of functions among its

17 units w h i c h  he considers n e c e s s a r y  for efficient administration.

18 W h e r e  these changes require the force of law, they shall be set forth

19 in e x ecutive orders. The legislature shall have sixty days of a

20 r e g u l a r  session, or a full s e s s i o n  if of s h o rter duration, to disap-

21 p r o v e  these e x e c u t i v e  orders. U n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  by r e s o l u t i o n  con-

22 c u r r e d  in by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m bers in joint session, these orders

23 b e c o m e  effe c t i v e  at a date the r e a f t e r  to be d e s i gnated by the gover-

24 nor.

25 (b) The g o v e r n o r  shall m a k e  no chanRe in the o r g a n i z a t i o n  or

26 fun c - t i o n  of any unit of the e x ecutive b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  by the

27 a t t o r n e y  general.

28 * Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 24, Consti t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is

29 amended to read:
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1 S E C T I O N  24. S U PE RV ISI ON . E x c e p t  f o r  a n y  u n i t  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e

2 b r a n c h  w h i c h  is h e a d e d  b y  t h e  a t t o r n e y  R e n e r a l ,  e a c h  [EACH] p r i n c i p a l

3 d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll  be u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  o£ t h e  governor.

4 *  Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 25, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the State of A l a s k a  is

5 r e p e a l e d  an d r e a d o p t e d  to read:

6 S E C T I O N  25. D E P A R T M E N T  HEADS. Th e h e a d  of eac h p r i n c i p a l  de-

7 p a r t m e n t  sh al l be  a  single e x e c u t i v e  un le s s  o t h e r w i s e  pr ov id ed  by law.

8 H e  s hall b e  a p p o i n t e d  by  the g o v er no r,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by  a

9 m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  joint session, a nd shall

10 s e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  of the gov er nor , e x c e p t  a s  othe rw ise  p r o v i d e d  in

11 this a r t i c l e  w i t h  respe ct  to the  l ieu t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  and the a t t o r n e y

12 general. The h e a d s  of all p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  shall b e  c i t i z e n s  of

13 t h e  U n i t e d  States.

14 * Sec. 4. A r t i c l e  III, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d

15 b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

16 S E C T I O N  28. A T T O R N E Y  GEN ER AL : Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T he re shall be

17 a n  a t t o r n e y  general. He shall be at least thirty years of age and a

18 q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of the State. He  s hall h a v e  been  a resident o f  A l a s k a

19 at l east five years i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  hi s filing for office, and

20 he  s ha ll  h a v e  b e e n  a c i tiz en  of th e U n i t e d  States for at least s e ve n

21 years. H e  s h a l l  be l ic e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  la w in the Sta te  a n d  shall

22 p o s s e s s  a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by law.

23 S E C T I O N  29. E L E C T I O N  O F  A T T O R N E Y  GE NERAL. The a t t o r n e y  gener al

24 s ha ll b e  c h o s e n  by the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  the S tate o n  n o n p a r t i s a n

25 b a l l o t s .  C a n d i d a t e s  f or  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  shall file for the office as

26 p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law. T he  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  the g r e a t e s t  and the

27 s e c o n d  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  on a n o n p a r t i s a n  ballot at t he  p r i m a r y

28 e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c a n d i d a t e s  i n  the g e n e r a l  election. T h e  c a n d id at e

29 r e c e i v i n g  t he  gr ea t e s t  n u m b e r  of  v o t e s  o n  a n o n p a r t i s a n  b a l l o t  at the



1 general e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .

2 S E C T I O N  30. L I M I T  O N  TENURE. N o  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d

3 a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f o r  two f ull s u c c e s s i v e  t e rm s s h al l b e  a g a i n  e l i g i b l e

4 to h o l d  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  one  full t e r m  has i nt e r v e n e d .

5 S E C T I O N  31. V A C A N C Y .  In c a s e  o f  a v a c a n c y  i n  the  o f f i c e  of

6 a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f o r  a n y  reason, a  s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  for  the

7 r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  u n e x p i r e d  term at t h e  first g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  occur-

8 ring n o t  less t h a n  90 d a y s  after t h e  o f f i c e  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t .  T h e

9 g o v e r n o r  m a y  a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  to f i l l  the o f f i c e  b e t w e e n  the

10 date it b e c o m e s  v a c a n t  a n d  the d a t e  it is f i l l e d  by e l e c t i o n .

11 S E C T I O N  32. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  the a t t o r n e y

12 g e n e r a l  s h a l l  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  by l a w  a n d  s h al l n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g

13 his t e r m  of  o f f i c e ,  u n l e s s  by g e n e r a l  law a p p l y i n g  to all s a l a r i e d

14 o f f i c e r s  of t h e  State.

15 S E C T I O N  33. D U T I E S .  The a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l  be  th e legal

16 a d v i s e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  offi cer s,  a n d  shall p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  pre-

17 s c r i b e d  b y  law.

18 S E C T I O N  34. E L E C T I O N  A N D  T E R M  O F  N E W L Y  E S T A B L I S H E D  E L E C T E D  S T A T E

19 O F F I C E S .  T h e  f irs t e l e c t i o n  f o r  a  state o f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  b y  the con-

2 0  s t i t u t i o n  to b e  e l e c t e d  shall o c c u r  at t h e  first g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n

2 1  o c c u r r i n g  a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t he c o n s t i t u t i o n .  If

2 2  a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  office b e f o r e  th e f ir st g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d

23 a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the o f f i c e

2 4  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  u n d e r  t he law a s  it e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  the o f f i c e  was

25 e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in

26 t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  ter m  of o f f i c e  of a s t a t e  o f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  by  the

27 c o n s t i t u t i o n  to b e  e l e c t e d  b e g i n s  at n o o n  o n  th e f irst M o n d a y  in

28 D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g e n er al  e l e c t i o n  f o r  that o f f i c e  a n d  it e x p i r e s

0  29 at n o o n  o n  t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  i n  D e c e m b e r  f o u r  y e a r s  later.
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1 *  Sec. 5. A r t i c l e  X I I I ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  is a m e n d e d

2 b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

3 S E C T I O N  5. T E R M  O F  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L  E L E C T E D  I N  1984. T h e  t e r m

4 o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n

5 s h a l l  b e  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  it e x p i r e s  at n o o n  o n  t h e  first M o n d a y  i n

6 D e c e m b e r ,  1986. T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t e d  i n  th e 1986  g e n e r a l

7 e l e c t i o n  a n d  e a c h  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  e l e c t e d  a f t e r  1 9 8 6  s h a l l  s e r v e  t h e

8 f u l l  f o u r - y e a r  t e r m  o f  office.

9 * Sec. 6. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  this  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d

10 b e f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  of  t h e  s t a t e  at t h e  ne x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i t y

11 w i t h  art. X I I I ,  sec. 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h e  e l e c -

12 t i o n  l a w s  o f  t h e  state.

i.
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