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1 IN THE H O U S E  BY T H E  R E SOURCES COMMITTEE

2 S ENATE CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C URRENT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 31 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S LATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S SION

5 R e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n  and preser v a t i o n

6 of the Kenai River.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that the Kenai R i v e r  is a n  important

9 natural resource a n d  that it must be p r o t e c t e d  and pre s e r v e d  for the maxi-

10 m u m  benefit of all Alaskans; and

11 W H E R E A S  the v i t a l i t y  of the Kenai Ri v e r  is threatened; power boat

1 2  wakes and s t r e a m b a n k  develo p m e n t  have c o n t r ibuted to the e r o s i o n  of river

13 banks and d e g r a d a t i o n  of fish beds; i n c r e a s e d  u s e r  traffic o n  the river

14 endangers fish a n d  w i l d l i f e  habitats; competition among s p o r t f i s h e r s ,

15 p r ofessional guides, and p e r sons who u s e  the r i v e r  for rec r e a t i o n  and

16 t ransportation c r e a t e s  overcrowded, h a z a rdous, and unpleasant conditions;

17 and

18 W H E R E A S  a m u l t i t u d e  of state a n d  federal agencies w i t h  jurisd i c t i o n

19 over v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of the Kenai R i v e r  has created a lab y r i n t h  of regu-

2 0  lations without e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e v e n t i n g  the deter i o r a t i o n  of the river; and

21 W H E R E A S  a n e e d  exists for an i n t e r a g e n c y  effort to m a k e  a comprehen-

22 sive study of t h e  p r o b l e m s  of the K e n a i  River, to recommend a  c oordinated

23 appr o a c h  to s o l v i n g  those problems, a n d  to take emergency a c t i o n  necessary

24 to deal w i t h  t he m o s t  immediate p r o b l e m s  of the river;

25 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  St a t e  L e g i s lature respe c t f u l l y  requests

26 the g o v e r n o r  to o r g a n i z e  through t h e  governor's office r e p r e s e ntatives from

27 the D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E n v i ronmental Conservation, Fis h  a nd Game, Natural

28 Resources, and P u b l i c  Safety who sh a l l

29 (1) s o l icit a nd cons i d e r  i nformation from federal agencies,
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1 local governments, industries, landowners, persons engaged in fishing, and

2 others w h o  have a n  interest in the Kenai River;

3 (2) make a comprehensive study of state a n d  federal laws affect-

4 ing the K e n a i  River, users of the river, land adjacent to the river, and

5 fish and w i l d l i f e  resources dependent on the river;

6 (3) identify areas of overlapping or conflicting j u risdiction

7 among state and federal agencies that ha v e  jurisd i c t i o n  over the Kenai

8 R i v e r ;

9 (4) identify K e n a i  River problems over wh i c h  no agency has

10 jurisdiction;

11 (5) p u b l i s h  a list of priorities for the uses of the Kenai

12 River;

13 (6) recommend, in a coordinated a nd comprehensive manner,

14 r e g u l a t i o n s  to be a d o p t e d  or actions to be taken b y  state and federal

15 agencies to address the problems of the Ke n a i  River; and
I

16 (7) report the findings and recommendations to the Second Ses-

17 sion of the T h i rteenth A l a s k a  State Legislature.
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