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BY BUSSELL, ABOOD, BARNES, BETTISWORTH, 
CATO, COWDERY, FLOOD, FRITZ, FULLER, 
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1 IN THE HOUSE TISCHER, U E H L I N G , WARD A N D  HAYES

2 HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S OLUTION NO. 22

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE STATE O F  ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 Rela t i n g  to executive a p p o i n t m e n t s  of

6 the governor.

7 B E  IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS the constitution commits to the g o v e r n o r  the authority to make

9 executive appointments; and

10 WHEREAS the constitution also commits to the governor the r e sponsibil-

11 ity for the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the laws; and

12 WHEREAS the responsibility of the governor to execute the law faith-

13 fully includes the responsibility to appoint as public officers of the

14 state individuals who are also committed to the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the

15 laws; and

16 WHEREAS a responsibility cast u p o n  the p u b l i c  officers in the execu-

17 tive b r a n c h  is the "settlement of its land and the development of its

18 resources by making them available for m a x i m u m  use consistent w i t h  the

19 public interest" (art. VIII, sec. 1); and

20 WHEREAS among the additional responsibilities cast u p o n  p u b l i c  offi-

21 cers in the executive b r a n c h  is the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to implement t he laws

22 providing "for the utilization, development, and conservation of all the

23 natural resources b e longing to the State, . . . for the m a x i m u m  b e n e f i t  of

24 its people" (art. VIII, sec. 2); and

25 WHEREAS the constitution also requires a commitment from p u b l i c  offi-

26 cers in the executive b r a n c h  that "Fish, forests, wildlife, g rasslands, and

27 all other replenishable resources belo n g i n g  to the State shall be utilized,

28 developed, and maintained on a sustained yield principle, subject to pref-

29 erences among beneficial uses" (art. VIII, sec. 4); and
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1 WHEREAS the c o n s t i t u t i o n  directs that the " l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  p r o v i d e  for

2 facilities, improvements, and services to assure g r e a t e r  utilization,

3 development, reclamation, and settlement o f  lands, a n d  to a s s u r e  f uller

4 u t i l i z a t i o n  a n d  de v e l o p m e n t  of the fisheries, wildlife, and w a t e r s "  of the

5 state (art. VIII, sec. 5); and

6 WHEREAS the people of the state have a right to e xpect that the gover-

7 n o r  will c o n s i d e r  that e a c h  e x e c u t i v e  a p p o i n t m e n t  m a d e  w i l l  reflect a

8 commitment o n  the part of the appointees to the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the

9 l a w s ; and

10 W H E R E A S  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  commits to the legislature the aut h o r i t y  to

11 review the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of exe c u t i v e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  u n d e r  the p o w e r  of the

12 legislature to confirm those appointments; and

13 W H E R E A S  the legislature expects app o i n t e e s  of t he g o v e r n o r  to br i n g

14 w i t h  them a commitment to the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the laws;

15 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the g o v e r n o r  is

16 e n c o uraged to n o m i n a t e  for p u b l i c  o f f i c e  in the state i n d i v iduals w h o  b r i n g

17 w i t h  th e m  a commitment to the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the c o n s t i t u t i o n  and

18 laws of the state; and be it

19 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the g o v e r n o r  a nd the h e a d s  of the p r i n c i p a l

20 de p a r t m e n t s  are en c o u r a g e d  to m o n i t o r  i n  a n  o n g oing m a n n e r  the commitment

21 of the d e p a r t m e n t s  to the faithful e x e c u t i o n  of the c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  laws

22 of the state; and b e  it

23 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the he a d s  of prin c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  appoint

24  public o f f i c e r s  in the d epartments w h o  are c o mmitted to the faithful exe-

25 c ution of the c o n s t i t u t i o n  and laws o f  the state.
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