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1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 SENATE CS F O R  H O U S E  CONCURRENT R E S OLUTION NO. 2 (State Affairs)

3 IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 T H I R T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to travel by senior citizens

6 and h a n d i capped persons aboard vessels

7 of the state marine highway system.

• 8  BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS, since 1974, in response to House Concurrent Resolution

10 No. 52, the state m a r i n e  highway system has provided for travel on ferries

11 by persons 65 years of age and older on a space-available basis within

12 Alaska without c h a r g e  during the months of November to April, inclusive;

13 and

14 WHEREAS, d u r i n g  1980, in response to Legislative Resolve No. 2, 1980,

15 the period of free passage for senior citizens aboard state marine highway

16 vessels was e x t e n d e d  to October 1 to M ay 15 inclusive; and

17 WHEREAS, since 1981, in response to Legislative Resolve No. 39, 1981,

18 the state marine h i g h w a y  system has prov i d e d  for travel of handicapped

19 persons on ferries on a space-available basis within Alaska without charge

20 from October 1 to M a y  15 inclusive; and

21 WHEREAS this service has been used by increasing numbers of handicap-

22 ped persons and s enior citizens permitting travel on the marine highway

23 system at no cost w h i l e  increasing the number of foot passengers on vessels

24 of the system; and

25 WHEREAS the p olicy of free passage for handicapped persons and senior

26 citizens allows only passage without cost d uring the "off-season", is not

27 extended to ot h e r  services for h a n d i capped persons and senior citizens

28 traveling aboard vessels, and in fact requires handicapped persons and

29 senior citizens to pay full costs of lodging; and
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1 WHEREAS many handicapped persons and senior c it iz e n s  find  i t  d i f f ic u lt

2 to use v e sse ls  of the marine highway system because of the u n ava ilab ility

3 and high cost o f lodging;

4 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State L egislature resp ectfu lly  requests

5 the Governor to d irect the commissioner of transportation and public fa c i l-

6 i t ie s  to  d irect the d iv is io n  of marine highways to extend free passage on

7 the Aurora, Le Conte, Chilkat, Tustumena, and B a r tle tt , to handicapped

8 persons and sen ior c it iz e n s  during every month of the year to  permit them

9 to travel between Alaska ports on a space-available b a sis; and be i t

10 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor d irect the d iv is io n  of marine high-

11 ways to in v estig a te  the p o s s ib il ity  o f making staterooms aboard sta te

12 ferr ies  ava ilab le  at a reduced rate to handicapped persons and senior

13 c it iz en s  when travelin g  between Alaska ports.
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