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1 IN THE HOUSE BY LACHER

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 670

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e la t in g  to  runaway and homeless y o u th s .”

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 47 .1 0  i s  amended by adding new se c tio n s  to  read:

9 ARTICLE 5. RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH PROGRAMS.

10 Sec. 47 .1 0 .3 0 0 .  ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAMS BY DEPARTMENT. (a )

11 Notwithstanding any o th e r  p rovisions o f  t h i s  chapter, the department

12 shall provide fo r  the establishment o f  runaway and homeless youth

13 programs accessible to  minors throughout the s ta te .

14 (b) A runaway and homeless youth program establish ed  under t h is

15 section s h a ll

16 (1 )  provide assistance to  a runaway or homeless youth;

17 (2 )  attempt to  determine the cause fo r  the you th 's  runaway

18 or homeless s ta tu s ;

19 (3 )  explain  to  the runaway and homeless youth the leg al

20 rig h ts  and options o f  service or other assistance a v a ilab le  t o  the

21 youth;

22 (4 )  work towards reu n itin g  a runaway o r  homeless youth w ith

23 a parent or guardian as soon as p ra c tic a b le ;

24 (5 )  a s s i s t  in  arranging fo r  necessary services f o r  a run-

25 away or  homeless youth, and where appropriate, the y ou th 's  fam ily,

26 including food, s h e lte r ,  c lo th in g , medical care, and in d iv id u a l and

27 family counseling; and

28 (6 )  immediately repo rt to  the department any case in  which

29 the program s t a f f  has reasonable cause t o  suspect th a t  a runaway or

-1- HB 670



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

homeless youth has been abused or  neglecte d, or in  which a youth

m aintains th a t  the youth was abused or neglected.

( c )  A runaway or homeless youth adm itted to  a program under th is

s e c t i o n  may remain in  the program on a vo lu n ta ry  b a sis  f o r  a period  of

30 days a f t e r  the date o f  admission in  orde r th a t  arrangements may be 

made f o r  the youth to  be re tu rn ed  home, to  be placed w ith  a r e l a ti v e  

o r  o th e r  respon sib le  a d u lt,  or  to  be adm itted to  an a l t e r n a t i v e  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n  or program adm inistered by the department.

Sec. 4 7 .1 0 .3 1 0 .  NOTICE TO PARENT OR GUARDIAN. Not l a t e r  than 72 

hours a f t e r  adm itting a youth  to  a runaway and homeless you th  program, 

the  s t a f f  o f  the program s h a l l  n o t i f y  the y o u th 's  p a r e n t,  guardian, or  

o th e r  legal custodian o f  the y o u th 's  p h y sic a l and em otional c o n d itio n  

and the circumstances surrounding the y o u th 's  presence a t  th e  program, (

u nless the re  are compelling circumstances j u s t i f y i n g  n o t  g iv in g  the  

n o tic e .  I f  compelling circumstances e x i s t ,  the program s t a f f  s h a ll  

provide the n o tic e  to  the department.

Sec. 4 7 .1 0 .3 2 0 .  IMMUNITY FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY. An 

o f f i c e r ,  d i r e c t o r ,  or  employee of  a runaway and homeless youth  program 

is  immune from c i v i l  and crim inal l i a b i l i t y  f o r ,  o r  a r i s i n g  out o f ,  

the release o f  a youth to  a r e l a t i v e  o r  o th e r  r e s p o n s ib le  a d u lt  o th er  

than a p are n t,  guardian or legal cu stodian  of  the youth.

Sec. 4 7 .1 0 .3 3 0 .  DEFINITIONS. In  AS 4 7 .1 0 .3 0 0  - 4 7 .1 0 .3 2 0 ,

( 1 )  "department” means the Department o f  H e a lth  and S o c ia l

S e r v ic e s ;

( 2 )  "homeless youth" means a person under th e  age o f  18 who 

i s  w ithout a place o f  s h e l t e r  in  which adult s u p e rv is io n  and care are 

a v a i l a b l e ;

( 3 )  "runaway youth" means a person under th e  age o f  18 who

i s  absent from the y o u th 's  legal residence w ith o u t th e  consent o f  a v
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p a r e n t,  guardian, o r  other le g a l  cu stod ian.


