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1 IN THE HOUSE B Y  FLOOD

HOUSE B I L L  NO. 307

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

TH I R T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BI L L

t i o n  of the A l a s k a  Public B r o a d c a s t i n g  Commission

r estricting the use of state mo n e y  for p u b l i c  broad

casting; and requ i r i n g  competitive b i d d i n g  as a 

con d i t i o n  for state grants to p ublic broadcasters."

11 BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE L E G I S LATURE OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

* Section 1. AS 44.21.258 is amended by adding n e w  subsections to read:

(c) A n  employee of a public b r o a d c a s t i n g  station m a y  not be 

appointed to m e m b e r s h i p  on the commission.

(d) A  m e m b e r  of the commission may not serve mor e  t h a n  one term.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.21.268(a)(3) is a m e nded to read:

(3) except as provided in AS 44.21.269. m a k e  [PROVIDE] 

grants to locally controlled non-profit t e l ecommunications entities 

w h i c h  lease, purchase, construct, own, operate and manage and are the 

licensees of public broadcasting stations, p r o d u c t i o n  centers, and 

other r e l ated equipment and facilities for the pr o d u c t i o n  and t r a n s­

mission of open circuit, closed circuit, 2,500 megahertz, and o t h e r  

tr ansmission means necessary to p r o vide fully effective p u blic b r o a d­

casting in the state;

* Sec. 3. AS 44.21 is amended by adding a new section to read

Sec. 44.21.269. LIMITATIONS ON THE U S E  OF STATE MONEY F O R

GRANTS. (a) The commission may not use state mo n e y  to m a k e  a g r a n t  

under AS 44.21.268(a)(3) if the grant applicant

(1) broadcasts commercial advertising;
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(2) allows any p e r sons to rent or use equipment for profit 

o r  perso n a l  benefits;

(3) employs, as p a i d  employees, m o r e  than twice as many 

full-time or full-time equivalent employees as are employed by the 

largest commercial b r o a d c a s t i n g  station, if any, located in the s e r­

vic e  are a  of the grant applicant;

(4) pays m o r e  tha n  twice as m u c h  for emplo y e e  salaries and 

contract labor services tha n  is paid b y  the largest commercial b r o a d­

cast i n g  station, if any, located in t h e  service a r e a  of the grant 

a p p l i c a n t ;

(5) duplicates p r o g r a m m i n g  or b r o a d c a s t i n g  services a v a i l­

able from other sources in the service area of the grant applicant;

(6) does not u se sealed b i d  competitive b i d d i n g  to obtain 

prod u c t s  or services that cost more t h a n  $3,000 annually, accepting 

the lowest b i d  from a q u a l i f i e d  bidder; or

(7) fails to m a i n t a i n  a regis t e r  of qua l i f i e d  bidders for 

the purposes of (6) of this subsection or fails to provide written 

no t i c e  of a b i d  proposal at least 30 days before the bids are opened 

to the q u a l i f i e d  bidders on the register.

(b) In this section 

(1) "comme r c i a l  a d v ertising" means a broadcast endorsement 

or d e s c r i p t i o n  of a product, service, or business enterprise other 

th a n  the n a m i n g  of a business enterprise as the sponsor or underwriter 

of a p u b l i c  broadcast;

(2) "service area" means an area in w h i c h  the broadcast 

signals of a p ublic b r o a d c a s t i n g  station can normally be received.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.21.268(b) is repealed.
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