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BY LACHER,PHILLIPS,
1 IN THE H O U S E  CLOCKSIN A ND LARSON

2 H O U S E  BILL NO. 199

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 F or an Act entitled: "An Act relating to outdoor recreational facilities;

7 providing for a state historical, recreational, and

8 wilderness trails, waterways, and campsite system;

9 and prov i d i n g  for an effective date."

10 BE IT E N A CTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. AS 41.20.070 is amended to read:

12 Sec. 41.20.070. ESTABLISHMENT. There is established in the

13 state a system of historical, recreational, and wilderness trails^

14 w a t e r w a y s . and campsites. The system includes all state trails.

15 waterways, and campsites designated under AS 41.20.080 and those local

16 trails, waterways, and campsites nominated by local governments for

17 inclusion in the state system and approved by the commissioner of

18 natural resources. The system shall be administered by the Department

19 of Natural Resources, division of parks.

20 * Sec. 2. AS 41.20.080 is repealed and reenacted to read:

21 Sec. 41.20.080. SELECTION. (a) The Department of Natural Re-

22 sources, in consultation w i t h  the Departments of Fish and Game and

23 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u blic Facilities, shall designate a system of

24 historical, recreational, and wilderness trails, waterways, and camp-

25 sites throughout the state. Significant in the selection shall be the

26 scenic, recreational, historic, natural, or cultural qualities of the

27 areas through which the trails and waterways pass.

28 (b) Trails, waterways, and campsites designated under this

29 section shall
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1 (1) serve the recreational needs of a substantial number of

2 people;

3 (2) provide access to areas of historical, natural, or

4 recreational interest, including but not limited to other publicly

5 owned land and resources;

6 (3) protect, provide for, or enhance the use and enjoyment

7 of publicly owned land or resources by the public;

8 (4) connect with other existing or potential u n i t s  of the

9 system, including units located on federal or municipal land;

10 (5) contribute to the development of tourism;

11 (6) be included in an existing state or local government

12 capital improvement plan; or

13 (7) be otherwise consistent with long-range planning for

14 recreation, tourism, preservation of historical landmarks, protection

15 of traditional uses, or economic development.

16 (c) Whe n  practicable, a trail designated to be part of this

17 system shall follow historic routes. When a trail is des i g n a t e d  for

18 its historic value, the historic route shall be designated as a unit

19 of the Alaska trail system. The commissioner m ay alter the historic

20 route if changing natural conditions of the land have ma d e  the his-

21 toric route not feasible, if portions of a historic route cannot be

22 located, or if the existing status of the land necessitates rerouting.

23 (d) The Department of Natural Resources may acquire the trail

24 sites selected under this section by grant, gift, purchase, lease,

25 dedication, or prescription and h o l d  them in the name of the state.

26 Nothing in this chapter requires the transfer of title to land w i t h i n

27 an existing or proposed unit of the system from a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to the

28 state or the transfer of m aintenance or management responsibilities

29 except as may be contained in an agreement b e t w e e n  the parties.
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1 (e) The D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  may en t e r  into coopera-

2 tive m a n agement a g r e ements w i t h  federal agencies, m u n i c i p a l  govern-

3 ments, and p r i v a t e  landowners to carry out the purp o s e s  of AS 41.-

4 2 0.070 - 41.20.125.

5 (f) Trails, waterways, or campsites d e s i g n a t e d  or a c q u i r e d  u n d e r

6 this section shall contain sufficient r e s e r v a t i o n s  of la n d  to p r o v i d e

7 for the purposes for w h i c h  the uni t  is established.

8 (g) M o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by the l e g i s lature to carry out the pur-

9 poses of AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 0 7 0  - 4 1 .20.125 m ay be e x p e n d e d  on any units w i t h i n

10 the system, i n c l u d i n g  portions of the s y s t e m  owned by m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,

11 and may be spent on management, m a i n t e n a n c e ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of

12 e x i s t i n g  units and p l a n n i n g  or a c q u i s i t i o n  of prop o s e d  units, includ-

13 ing, payments to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  for these purposes.

14 * Sec. 3. AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 0 9 0  is amended to read:

15 Sec. 41.20.090. U N I F O R M  M A R K E R S  [MARKER]. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

16 n a t ural r e sources shall e s t a b l i s h  a u n i f o r m  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e

17 s y s t e m  of m a r k e r s  [MARKER] for the h i s t o rical, r e c r eational, and

18 w i l d erness t r a i l s , waterways, a n d  campsites s y s t e m . i n c l u d i n g  appro-

19 p r i a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  of historical, geological, biolog i c a l ,  or o t h e r

20 s i g n i f i c a n c e .

21 * Sec. 4. AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 0 0  is a m e nded to read:

22 Sec. 41.20.100. REGULATIONS. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of natural re-

23 sources shall adopt [PROMULGATE] r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the use,

24 management, d e velopment, and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the t r a i l s  and for the

25 i nclusion of local government trails w i t h i n  the system. The commis-

26 sioner of n a t u r a l  resources shall also ad o p t  r e g u l ations r e l a t i n g to

27 payments of m o n e y  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 0 8 0 ( f )  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to ca r r y  out

28 the purposes of AS 41.2 0 . 0 7 0  - 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 2 5 .

29 * Sec. 5. AS 41 . 2 0  is amended by a dding a n e w  s e c tion to read:
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Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 0 5 .  T R A I L S  W I T H I N  A  M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  The Department of 

N a t ural R e s o u r c e s  m a y  en t e r  into a c o o p e r a t i v e  agr e e m e n t  w i t h  a m u n i­

cipal i t y  of the state for the acquis i t i o n ,  develo p m e n t ,  a nd m a r king of 

trails w i t h i n  the municipality.

Sec. 6. AS 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) I n  acc o r d a n c e  w i t h  plans d e v e l o p e d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  the d i v i s i o n  

of parks, the Dep a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  shall 

d e v elop and c onstruct trail heads to serve the trail system, and shall 

de v elop and p r o v i d e  for safe and a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c  access to w a t e r w a y s  

in the system. The D e p a rtment of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  Facilities 

shall i n c o r p o r a t e  these trail heads and access to w a t e r w a y s  in the 

d e s i g n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of all state h i g h w a y  p r o j e c t s  that affect the 

system. As u s e d  in this subsection, a "trail head" is an area p r o v i d­

ing p a r k i n g  for the p u b l i c  and m a r k i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  of a trail.

Sec. 7. AS 4 1 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 1 1 5 .  I N F O R M A T I O N A L  MATE R I A L .  The d i v i s i o n  of t o u r i s m  

in the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  shall p r e p a r e  

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  for state and n a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p r o m o t i n g  

the use of state historical, r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  and w i l d e r n e s s  trails, 

waterways, and campsites and shall c o o r d i n a t e  this infor m a t i o n a l  

ma t e r i a l  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a d v e r t i s i n g  p r o m o t i n g  t o u r i s m  to state 

parks and h i s t o r i c a l  sites.

Sec. 41. 2 0 . 1 2 5 .  R E P O R T  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  PLAN. (a) By the first 

Mo n d a y  in J a n u a r y  of e a c h  ye a r  the d i v i s i o n  of parks, Dep a r t m e n t  of 

Natural R e s o u r c e s ,  shall file w i t h  the g o v e r n o r  a nd the l e g i s lature a 

report s h o w i n g  trails, wat e r w a y s ,  and cam p s i t e s  i n c l u d e d  in the 

system, a r r a n g e m e n t s  m a d e  or e n t e r e d  into for use, develo p m e n t ,  m a i n­

tenance, or m a r k i n g  of un i t s  w i t h i n  the system, a nd m o n e y  expen d e d  or 

co mmitted for these purposes.



(b) The division of parks, Department of Natural Resources, 

shall prepare and maintain a five-year development plan for the system 

and shall include the plan in the annual report required by (a) of 

this section.

* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 1983.
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